AN OLD ARGUMENT
When I was at secondary school our minister was Dr A.C. Anderson. He was an excellent preacher and pastor and gave me very practical help and encouragement in my early studies of NT Greek and of the scriptures. To his credit Dr Anderson opened up a series of controversial topics on several Sunday evenings and invited questions thereafter. One of these subjects was the "Virgin Birth" and another was "The Exodus crossing".

In our congregation there was a fine and quite humorous retired preacher by the name of Rev. Watson who steered me wide of the view tenaciously held by the good doctor that Israel crossed the Reed Sea in the shallows. Rev. Watson would chuckle at the thought of Pharaoh drowning in a puddle.
PREHISTORIC EVENT

In the distant past an isthmus was created which prevented the waters of the Mediterranean and the waters of the Red Sea or Aquaba merging. The history of this raised land suggests that until Roman times the tongue of the Red Sea continued to lick well North to within 30-40 miles of the Bitter Lakes. Under exceptional circumstances and long after the land upheaval flooding was experienced in this area.
WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES PREVAILED IN 1445 BC? Exodus/Tutmoses III (1479-1425)
                                                                            & 1293 BC? Exodus/Rameses II (1300-1235)

These dates flex between an early and late Exodus. The late dating favours the biblical genealogical dating process -and Rameses II has scar tissue on his skin. The early dating links easily with the romantic story that is traditionally connected with Hatshepsut
ISRAEL DID NOT TURN TOWARDS THE SEA OF REEDS
(1)Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth-and on southward on the east of the Gulf of Suez 
    from this itinerary we know that they did not take the military road 25miles north which would

     have taken them across Lake Serbonis (Sea of Reeds)-at a point subject to flooding from the 

    Mediterranean not did they join the caravan route from Succoth in the direction of Hebron.

HISTORICAL EVIDENCE FOR EXTENDED SEA
(2)The Gulf of Suez was called by the Romans the Heroonpolis gulf-intimating that it flowed 

     in land beyond the present southern sea fringe by over 100 miles and entered lake Timsah. 

     This tells us that at least until a few centuries before Christ the Red Sea extended well north.

LOCATION OF MIGDOL
(3) Under these circumstances the itinerary of Israel struck the Red Sea between the Great Bitter

     Lakes and Lake Timsah. Naville the geographer reckoned that the Migdol of Ex 14.2 was

     Serapeum- in the immediate vicinity. 
LOWERED WATER LEVEL

(4) Halley refers to the common phenomenon of a steady wind (15.21) lowering the water level 

     allowing a land bridge to appear and gaining for Israel wide and deep water defences or walls

      to the north and south slowing the pursuing army. A drop in wind pressure would then leave

      the Egyptians pursuers exposed to the returning tidal wave. (15.25) 
WIND

(5)Sydney Lawrence Brown further comments on the wind conditions..."A south east wind 

     might drive the shallow waters to the north-west, while an ebb tide might at the same time be

     drawing the main body of the sea in a southerly direction, leaving a track across which Israel

     could march." Scripture certainly confirms that God used natural elements and precise timing

     to facilitate Israel's passage and impede and destroy Israel's foes.
TIMING

 (6) These circumstance alone did not account for the precise timing of this miraculous event. 
      The rod of Moses and the feet of the priests were co-ordinate with the will of God who caused
      the combination of circumstances that appear to have occurred. 
MIRACLE

(7)

All of the above facets fail in themselves to explain the timing and none reaches to glorify the "mighty arm of Yahweh" to which the escape of Israel is to be credited. To God be the glory.
