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A SWEEP THROUGH HISTORIC QUAKES
No earthquake above 10 points on the Richter scale can happen because the length of earth faults is as yet inadequate to allow such an event. Recently an 8.1 quake took place near New Zealand’s Kermadec islands and another on a 1864 mile Australian tectonic plate fault. Another 8.1 quake occurred off Alaska in July 2021 and one of precisely this scale off the coast of southern Mexico.
In 1923 the great Kanto (Japan) quake reached 7.9 on the scale. The 1611 Aizu/Sanriku (Japan) quake also recorded at 8.1 magnitude. Japan records a mere 18 quakes from 1605-1858. The number of quakes per year recorded at over 5 on the Richter scale 2006-2018 average 1400-2000 with only 17 being over 8 on the scale-averaging 1-2 per annum in these years. In March 2011, 15,690 people died in the Japan quake reaching 9 on the scale. The Alaska quake of 1964 reached 9 on the scale. The Alaska Rat Island quake of 8.7 magnitude triggered a 30 foot tsunami that washed over to Japan. This was triggered by the Pacific plate diving beneath the American plate. In 1906 on the boundary of the Nasca plate and the South American plate the Ecuador quake reached 8.8 on the scale as did the offshore Chile quake in 2010 featuring the same plates. In 1960 in this same Peru Chile trench the Chile quake recorded 9.5 on the scale with 1655 people dying in the biggest earthquake ever recorded! The North Sumatra quake of 2004 killed about 227,898 persons when the India plate dived beneath the Burma plate. Annually we have on average 6 quakes above 7 on the Richter scale. There are around 22,000 globally each year –approximately 55 daily. Since 1900 there are on average 16 major quakes per annum although in 2010 there were 23. John of Ephesus told of the May 12 526 quake in Antioch in his Syriac writings. He recorded that the sun shone for just 4 hours daily and otherwise was a feeble shadow of itself-the earth cooled for a decade subsequently. Subsequently it was shown that two volcanic eruptions caused the cooling for a decade. Tree rings confirm a mini ice age and the super-volcanoes were South American.
WHY “THE UNIVERSAL” QUAKE MATTERS

There are four references in the prophets and 3 New Testament writers that lace “The big Quake” to the wrath of our Lord and events contingent with and immediately following the Rapture. The references are Isaiah 2.19-21, 13.13, 24.18; Ezekiel 38 19-20; Joel3.16; Haggai 2.6 & 21 Luke21.25(Tsunamis related to tectonic shift)  and Hebrews 12.27(mirroring Haggai 2.6)with Revelation 6.12 (and though out of context possibly 8.5)

Just as the darkened sky in the heavens intimates the return of our Lord so the trembling earth alike heralds this end-time event. Mark accentuates that the signs in sun and moon and stars portend the Rapture in a contingent manner whilst being a harbinger of the ensuing Tribulation. Luke warns the world of the same through his reference to undersea movements and Tsunamis as the world groans for the return of its Lord and maker.

LET THE PROPHETS SPEAK

ISAIAH’S MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD RISES AMID A TREMBLING WORLD 
Isaiah writes about the latter day establishment of the “Mountain of the Lord” i.e. God’s kingdom (Isa2.2).  He sees people of the time fleeing to the mountain caves and tossing away their gold-the assured currency of hard times. And “They will flee to rock caves and to holes in the ground from the fearful presence of the Lord and the splendour of His majesty [discarding idols which incriminate] when He rises to shake the earth.

Again Isaiah writes in Isaiah13 9-13 “The stars of heaven and their constellations will not show their light. The rising sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light. I will punish the world for its evil and the wicked for their sins. I will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty and will humble the pride of the ruthless. I will make people scarcer than pure gold; rarer than the gold of Ophir. Therefore I will make the heavens tremble and the earth will shake from its place at the wrath of the Lord Almighty, in the day of His burning wrath. 
Once again Isaiah 24 18b-23 forecasts “The floodgates of the heavens are opened-the foundations of the earth shake. The earth is broken up, the earth is split asunder. The earth is violently shaken. The earth reels like a drunkard-it sways like a hut in the wind; so heavy is the guilt of rebellion that it falls never to rise again in rebellion.

In that day the Lord will punish the powers in the heavens above and the kings on earth below. They will be herded together like prisoners in a dungeon; shut up in prison and punished after many days. The moon will be dismayed –the sun ashamed for the Lord almighty will reign in mount Zion and in Jerusalem before the elders with great glory. 
JOEL’S “VALLEY OF DECISION”
Joel 3.16 paints a dramatic picture of the valley where the “sharp threshing wain” HARUTZ regularly does its work. There the annual cereal harvest is gathered. The “deep valley” LXX is divinely sculptured for amassing mankind and has long awaited the judgment of rebellious nations-indeed the long promised judgment of nations at the Lord’s return.
Earlier in Joel 2.10 the prophet says “The locusts (aircraft and rocket fire) rush upon the city…they climb into the houses …before them the earth shakes, the heavens tremble-the sun and the moon are darkened and the stars no longer shine…the Lord thunders at the head of His army-His (angelic) forces are beyond number and mighty is the army that obeys His command. The day of the Lord is great –dreadful-who can bear it?”

HAGGAI’S “DESIRE OF NATIONS”

Haggai 2.6-7 Thus says the Lord- “Again it is a little time and I will take action to shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land and I will cause all Gentile nations to shake and the desire HAMADAH of all nations shall come  and I will fill this house with glory” says the Lord Almighty. The very “delight” the “precious one” “the dearest” will come (again).
The fact that Christ here prophesied to return to His temple is the desire of “all” nations intimates categorically that among every nation on earth there will be believers confirming that the gospel has reached every nation and the threshold of universal evangelism will have been reached by the work of Almighty God through His church and by His own sovereign work.
JEREMIAH’S “BALM IN GILEAD”

In 8.22 the prophet asks “Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? He has been calling for “circumcision of heart”(4.4) and sees Israel return from “the northern land” –the end of the exile and indeed the end of the latter day dispersion(3.14-18). Nevertheless Jeremiah senses the Babylonian and latter day “disasters from the North” (4.23-26 “I looked at the earth and it was formless and empty, at the heavens and their light was gone-I looked at the mountains and they were quaking-at the hills and they were swaying.-no people –every bird had flown away.” Jeremiah sees “horses swifter than eagles” in this latter day scenario and the combination of darkness and trembling which each of the prophets echoes as linked to the latter day evidence of the Lord’s intervention and return to a people who seek Him.
NAHUM’S “BROKEN YOKE” 

Nahum who spelt out the fall of Nineveh and proclaimed the cruelty of Israel’s foe would be visited spoke of the Lord “before whom the mountains quake and the earth trembles (1.5-6). He is the Lord who prepares the grave of his enemies and Nahum writes with joyful inspiration “Look there upon the mountains the feet of the one who brings the good news-who proclaims peace. Celebrate your feasts O Judah and fulfil your vows-no more will the wicked invade you-they will be completely destroyed.” the prophet sees the Lord as the one who “breaks the yoke” from off  Judah and unshackles her for good (1.13)
JOB’S “REDEEMER LIVES”
In Job 9.5-8 we see this ancient spiritual man who lived in the time of the patriarchs sensing that behind the deep darkness and trembling earth when the elements rage is God who “shakes the earth from its place and makes its pillars tremble. He speaks to the sun and it does not shine and he seals off the light of the stars. He is the One who stretched out the heavens. He adds “If only there were some mediator!” and then in 19.23 he says “I know that my redeemer lives”.

EZEKIEL’S “FIRE ON MAGOG & THE MARITIMES”

The Great prophet of the latter days and of the Golden era has much to say about Gog and the progress of Rosh (Russia) as the protagonist of “desolations”. When Russia makes bold to advance with unprecedented haste against Israel by air and land and sea the Lord makes a prophetic statement concerning His outright opposition. “When Gog attacks the land of Israel my hot anger will be aroused” declares the sovereign Lord. In my zeal and fiery wrath I declare that at that time there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. The fish in the sea, the birds of the sky, the beasts of the field, every creature that moves along the ground and all the people of the earth will tremble at my presence. The mountains will be overturned, the cliffs will crumble and every wall will fall to the ground and all the people on the face of the earth will fall to the ground. I will pour down torrents of rain, hailstones and burning sulphur on him and his troops and the many nations with him…”I will bring you from the far north …Then I will strike your bow from your left hand and your arrows will drop from your right hand…on the mountains of Israel you will fall…I will send fire on Magog and on those who live in safety or carelessness in the maritime lands and they will know that I am the Lord.

The event Ezekiel describes occurs during the seven trumpets second half of the Heptad (Last 3½ of the 7 years of Daniel’s 70 year prophecy) and follows the “seven seals” of the earlier 3½ years. Assuming Rosh has indeed begun its catastrophic desolating progress (as recorded by John the Divine in Revelation Chapter 6) in our own days we could be talking about a massive world tectonic event within this very decade subsequent to and closely following the Rapture of the saints –an event effective in stunning and pausing the actions of belligerent nations.
With this latter day prophecy we have come to a prophetic outcome given in Matthew 24, Mark13, Luke 21 and Hebrews 12 and the equivalent of John the Divine’s setting of the climax of secular history in Revelation 6ff.

MATTHEW’S “SIGNS OF ADVENT” 

Matthew 24. 29 tells us that Jesus referred to the time when “eagles would gather to dispose of the carcass” i.e.  Those who settle into the earth after the redeemed of the Lord are caught up to glory will devour such pickings as are left of a valuable sort in the wake of the home-call of the saints. Then after the lightning visit of Christ and the “meeting in the air”and the distress of the time the sun will be darkened –the moon will not give her light and the stars will fall and the heavenly bodies be shaken. That is to say the darkness an the trembling earth “follow” the Lord’s gathering of his people and leave powerful awe inspiring sighs for the rump of mankind left in this outer darkness whilst God’s people enjoy the inner glory of the heavens. Happily this will in a measure chastise unruly nations.
MARK’S “SHORTENED DAYS”

Our Lord in Mark 13 12-24 demonstrates that unparalleled anguish bringing together internecine family enmity –the blasphemy of a desolating foe masquerading as god and embedded in Jerusalem-and something so dreadful it demands fleeing to mountains and evacuating cities. Our Lord in compassion for mothers and children in this time of anguish gives one rock solid promise-the days shall be shortened for the sake of the elect. This does not mean “a shorter day” nor even of necessity generally fewer days of anguish-but the saints of God will be taken home and thus they will evade the climax of distress which no doubt involves nuclear exchanges –upon which “the sun will be darkened and the moon not give her light –the stars will fall and the heavenly bodies be shaken. This gospel presentation gives a variation on the theme of the Lord’s “visitation”.

LUKE’S “REDEMPTION DRAWING NIGH”

Luke  21 25-36 gives a full scale picture of events.

He tells us of the end of the time of the Gentiles and of the “signs in the sun moon and stars-nations in anguish with perplexity at inability to fund debt and deep tectonic plate movement under sea-and the Son of Man coming with clouds and great glory-your redemption –heralding the soon coming (to earth) of the kingdom-so this generation will see the entirety of the divine plan fulfilled. The time will trap many in immoderate and immoral living and will bring other to stand in Glory before the Son of Man. 
BARNABAS’ “PERFECTED SPIRITS”

In Hebrews 12 22-29 we read of our destiny-to join the great cloud of witnesses who have gone before. This is not the awe of Moses Mediation at Sinai but the glory of heaven and home where we join “the church of the firstborn-along with the judge of all and to enjoy the perfection of completion in Spirit Soul and Body in Glory. We will be with Jesus who shook the earth at Sinai and will shake the earth and heavens in the wake of his second coming. The writer puts it that the purpose of this latter day shade is to take out the servants of God who receive a kingdom and participate in Christ’s glorious kingdom after the shaking and consuming fire have purged the earth of its rebellion and idolatry..
JOHN’S “COUNTLESS MULTITUDE”

We come finally to the sixth seal 6 11-17 when the full number of the elect is reached and when “a great multitude from every nation tribe people and language stand before the Lamb”(Barnabas’ “firstborn; Luke’s “out redeemed”; Mark’s “saints whose stay was curtailed”; Matthew’s saints who left their earthly goods for the eagles.)
When the Lord opened the sixth seal there was a great earthquake –the sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat’s hair –the whole moon turned blood red and the stars fell like figs in the wind-every mountain and island moved and the heavens receded as a scroll. The latter precise fact suggests an open heaven-an invasion of angels and the out-redemption of the saints immediately thereafter reported as having arrived in Glory (7.9)

Should the analysis that understands the Russian onslaught on Ukraine as the onset of catastrophes begun in the seals and of determined wars and one who “conquers brutally, goes on conquering and has a will to win then the earthly and heavenly signs associated with the 6th seal are well within this generation and may well occur in this very decade. 
The signs we have examined are not signs we are looking for-they are awesome and terrifying and will cause world wide anguish given that they accompany other possibly nuclear events. The sign we are awaiting is that of the Son of Man-our glorious Lord whose trumpet call and voice of authority will make possible our perfection of being and rise through the heavenlies to greet the church celestial in the clouds and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
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