ARAMAIC BIBLE COMPANION
Why go to the traubile of writing a Commentay?
U cne-man bibile commentary now available free on the Web is a long
treaswred concept to which by the Lowd’s grace J have been abile ta give legs.
But what could wariant the intense study, indefatigabile babour and daily
physical ennui of 15 a1 more years of word processing? My answer is-the
inestimatile value to everyman of the prophetic word of God!

(1) What ariginal teat did you use? The answer is in twe pats. Fox the
Old Testament J used the Bible Saciety’s “Tonah’” presented to me as a
ministwy student in 1966. The FHebrew is bargely fram MS O 2626-8. The
Iuinitarian Bible Seciety’s Elzevin T eatus Receptus which is traceabile to
Rabent Stephens whe finst intraduced bibilical venses and fuxther to
Easmus from whese work Luther, whe learned his Greek fram

(2) What mentors did you nely upen? Jhe commentary is not culled. Jt
scuipture. J gathered in my garden “Commentary Box” seme of the best
linguistic aids te biblical language J could afferd. Over the years J have
thumbed thiough the Gueater Liddell and Scott (which J infievited from a
Dubilin friend Thomas | Dixon of Seuthport in 1990. My first Liddle and
Scott was the gift of my fathed's friend M. Jim Harpur when at 14-15
(1956-7) J began te teach myself Gueekk. J have used five editions of the
JIntewnational Bible Scciety’s Gueek N.J. the finst of which was presented
te me in 1966-7 by 5 sor Ted Russell of The Ussembly’s College-ta
whem J alse ewe a debit for introducing me to Dv. David Gooding’s group
of young Gueel scholars. J have made use of a long series of Cuden’s
concardances togethier with a grand old presentation edition of the Chefoo
Schoal’s “Young’s analytical’” which was used in China by a lady scholar
by the name of Miss. Francis MCaxthy. More necently J have used the
(Wamaic NT work of Janet Mageira, the work of Ugnes Lewis &
Margaret Gilison, which J studied at the private Gladstone Museum —with
seference ta the ancient commentaties ef St Epfrem and the maodein
(hamaic work of Pu.Gearge Lamsa. The deliates of Younan and Baucher
with the scholarship of GQuilliams have alse been refenence paints. Jhe
Jesse Payne Margoliouth(nee Smith ) lexicon, William Jennings Syraic
lexicon and Stevensen’s Guammar of Palestinian Jewish ramaic have
been ever near sine-qua-nons. (U these instuuments God graciously
supplied to me —the Gueek in tender years-the Hebrew in young manfieod
and the (vamaic duting setivement years. J should mention that my sen



exhaustive Scfoloff lexicen which traces Uramaic from Babylen ta
WUssyria to Jrag and Syria and the Levant as the language of 4

(3) Where did you get the time? During a petiod of semi-wetivement fram
2000-2002 in Chislefiurst in the cangenial civcumstances of Cedamaere
Count J began a comparatively madest project of putting tegether undex the
title of “Well and (ltar” a sevies of New Jestament chapters nelying
mainly in these days en intex-testimental quetations to elucidate expaosition.
Ja this early interest J added my study of Greelt werd meanings and
launched cut an the larger preject of attempting a commentary en the entive
N.T. Thexre then interposed 4 good years of preaching and ministry as
Pastar of Welling Baptist Chuwrch. Following retivement to Leicester where
my wife and J were provided with a pleasant fome by Siv Jobin Parker
wenking at the wate of 8-10 hours daily 7 days a week through great mecy
in mattews of health and by suppoxt, care and consideration of my
delightful wife Mina J reaped the reward of having to hand a cemplete
Old Jestament translation and commentary. J give glony and thanks to
our faithful Loxd for at the inception of this whole project I made a tuyst
with the Lord for strength to sustain me until J could see it through.

(4) Why did you decide to put your wesk eut in CD form? Remember I
was a fellow of seme 58 years of age when J began te lock dawn this
covtiden of time. By 2008 J had set dewn a project period stretching to
2015 By 2020 T was a man of 77 and by grace had a cemplete NG
commentany based en the Master's Vaice to affer an the web,. You may ask
significantly why J have not appreached publishers? Jhe answer is that
for me in advanced years the volume of work and new develepments of
work velume on 66 bilile books with associated niche tepics and digital
learning was altogethier quite encugh. Precf reading of such a mass of teat
alene must have censumed a eqular waerking year. Besides all this my
intention has always been twaofold-te hene the commentaties and initially to
produce up to 70 ancillary dest-tap publishied studies and numerous CD’s
and eventually (now realizabile in the 202(’s ) to baunch the work (of 20
years ) free an the comman demain thuough the intewnet. J express my
gratitude to Colin Barnard of Cybercey for bis vital and valued help in

that connection



(5) What is special abiout the Westgate Cemmentary? In a werd it is a
commentary that taftes large account of what the prophets wrote and
spafe. Mases was a prophet. Samuel led a scheal of prophecy. David
weaches praphetic feights in his psalmody. Jsaiak and the major and
writings conclude the O0.9. prophetic testimeny and chrenicle whele tracts of
prophietic histony in the books by that name. Jhe gaspels and Ucts herald
to baok towand the neturn of Christ. Christians wark assiducusly as
evangelists for vewy love of Fis appearing. Even in Remans 10-11 Paul
stresses the ultimate ingathering of Jsrael and the Millennial blessing of
the Gentiles. Peter in his pastorals is apocalyptic and gives us an entire
parade of Common Eva history in 2 Peter 3. OF caunse the N.J. ends with
the lock of Revelation —“The Upaocalypse”. It was a theelogian no. less
“eschatalogy’ is “just a havmless Uttle chapter at the conclusion of
Chuistian Dogmatics.” The Spinit of Prophecy is both author and
intexpreter of the sciiptures —ef this the apastles Peter and Jofin were
emphatic. We dare naot read schipture as a mere history book ex teach it
supremely as litewarny genre as is the increasing academic practice. J his
book lives and is the basis of cur nudture, a means ef grace and its teaching
and principles are fundamental te cur spiritual development and Chuist
whe is coming again is bath cur Savicur, Severeign and Judge.

Fow is this commentary presented? Jhe UBC(Uramaic Bible Companicn )
Bible Commentary segment of my work as an individual effoxt is styled
nat veny different from the esatetic and still widely used commentary of
Teat is either in “Bold” on “plain” script and cammentary is italicised.
Scattered threughout there are numerows weferences to the original
languages. Because the whaole valume of work is not allied te atfier
commentatons and quite slender neference is made to ather authors it was of
ne value te render the work unnecessarily complex and time- consuming by
developing a plethora of footnates. This is nat to disquise the fact that
quick to deny any pretence of scholaly status and joyously adepts the
“Scuitibler”’nom-de-plume. Life Wesley I am essentially a man of “One
Back” and wedded for life to the teat of scripture itself. Us to
intexpretation J would nat be highly regarded by Onigen who “wished to
fave the lteral and cbviows sense of the words of scripture disnegarded,
and an arcane sense, lying concealed in the envelope of the words, te be



seught for”. The Reformens tilted toward the plain literal sense and I
fave maintained that coveective. J have had te part company with veny
great schalans whae are averse to the fact that the nation of Jswael still
figures in the end-time and future purpaeses of Ged alongside the Church.
My matte is “courage and clarity” and J maintain against all edds that
biblical prophecy renders a far different cenclusion.

(6) What distinctives can we fope to find in the Westgate Commentaries?
The answer could be lengthy but J summarise:

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(3)

(6)

(7)

Uwareness thuoughout of the Spirit of Prophecy

JIn the laww (FPentateuch ) the Jewish Haftaroth of ever 365
weadings founs the basis for a very different treatment of the
Law of Mases. It is expounded fox the devotional use of the
Christian using the Jerah “paointer” cancept to direct the readexr to
the Chuist who gave & fulfilled the baw. T he five books fall under
54 topical divisions —each theme illuminated 7 times-yielding
autstanding tepical teaching & a year’s profitabile meditation.
Tneatment of the Psalms is quite different. The 56 “Mizmer”
psalms foums the Rewnel of this devational sterefiouse and is a
splendid seurce of dactrine and devotion

The uvitings of Solaman bring te light his discexnment and
purpase to seed the Felrew tongue with memorabile expressions
and stowy-lines much Shakespeare did for the English tongue.
You will get a new feel four the wise king turned preacher whose
intent was te facilitate a depth of spirituality using the FHebrew
tangue

The gospel witens are seen as stoy tellens of the Gueatest Steny
Ever whase lasting value is in the prominence they give to Jesus
Chuist and each has their special cantribution to make. Matthew
builds up a picture from an aggregate of dramatic “Bebralds!”
Mank testifies to the instant prefound change that cur Lord
brought abiout in lives and in Jswael. Luke necords 72 episades of
sedialised in 7 pants with up to 200 cumulative instances that
give evidence of Chuist’s deity ex humanity.

JIn the Ucts a fusthen 40 and maxre histesical events are vecorded
in which the Spirit of God centinues to cvensee the expansion of
the Chuch into all the world

The distinctives in the Pauline wiitings are traceabile epistle by
epistle. Twe gaod example of this are the “ Haunony Knots” of



Ephesians o the “8 Excunsi” teaching paints in 1 Corinthians that
thighlight Paul’s teaching on “Waomen” and “wesuvrection”

(8) Ihe bock of Febirews the auther folds was wvitten by Barnabas
and much theught has been given to the author’s cancept of
perfection as it nelates for instance to those whe die in the Lorxd. A
more scholaly exegesis of 70 thealogical texms that are peculiar
to the witer has been produced undex the title “JThe Sculptured
Language” of FHebrews

(9) IThe ABC treatment up-grades James as a teaching epistle and
the whale concept of “philadelphia” ex Christian brotherhoed has
been better profiled

(10) IFhe Petiine epistles have been treated (1FPeter) under the concept
of “the keys” and (2FPeter) undex the theme of the Rapture

(11) Jude is presented as ever an the basis of contextual intevpretation
carpenter’s “memoranda” of which there are 9 in all in the bock

(12) SThe Upecalypse sits well with my matte of “clarity and
cawrage”. Jhe book has an intexnal Meta Jauta device exactly
lifee that of the Gospel of Jofin which nendexs is a tuie nevealing
twith and sheer confusion of symbials. Uecount has been taken of
the 620 and mare 0.9. wefernences that ceme inte play to bring
precisien and definition te the final book of Foly Scripture.

(7) Why have you divided the bibile into 10 paxts?
Becauwse though the 0.9. has 3 natural divisions the “Foumer prophets”
(including much histony of Jsnael) desewve ta be treated separately and
the Psalms have a similar claim. Thus the O0.J. is set cut as:-

(1) Meses and the law

(2) Samuel and the former prophets

(3) David and the Psalms

(4) Jet and the Writings and

(5) Jsaiak and the (latter) prophets

The N.J. again is generally presented undexr the Gaspels, Ucts, Pauline
and Other Epistles and the Upaocalypse. I have refined that somewhat
to present it as follows:-

(6) Matthew and the teactiers

(7) Peter and the Pastors

(8) Luke and the histeries

(9) Paul and the Gentiles

(10) Johin and Chuistian thought



J have pleasure in commending the ABC store of files for download
fram the amaic Bible Companien UK Website and pray that it may
please Gad to enabile you te devive profit and advance your

caunsel of God thuough the medium of ABC.

Westgate Qugust 2012

& (ltion Count 2020

Bob Coffeyy L'shuvkha Marya
To the glory of the Lord
Aramaic Bible Companion

Footnote

The Bitile Commentary is now availabile on the internet and all files may be
dewnloaded free of charge. It is but cne section i.e. Bibile Classics” of seven pages
an affer for youn intenest. Jhe other pages are “The seul of time” (Christianity &
Jime topics ), “Vision essentials” (prophecy Jand “Devation and discipline”(a
number of subistantial files deriving from my increased awareness through scripture
study of the need and encouragement thewein given to wallk with God ). Pages 5,6 £
7 feature the “J heclogy Libary” (nepresenting a minimal venture J have had te
mafke an account of the application te history of Biblical Theology into the field of
general theology ), “Serendipity Suite” —a maotley of files fram children’s gospel
stadies te highly academic papers and a little autoliography and finally page
seuven to. the “Bitesize New Testament” which vepresents through the Gueel and
Wamaic NT Werdbooks well nigh five years of work. The latter J have fad te
make availabile now not in as biief ox well iamed state as J would like because the
yeans are flying and J am feavenbiound. (U glory to the Lond Jesus Chuist whe
trought me alive from my mother’s wemb and gave me a felpmeet so very pleasant
and tuly gedly and sons whe excel in all that is best in mind and heart, in faith
and its practice, in learning and its dissemination. For all this § am amang the
fappiest of men and give thanks to Ftim who scught me and bought me with Fis

awn preciows blood.

Bob Coffey L'shuvkha Marya
To the glory of the Lord
Aramaic Bible Companion



