Welcame Vaice
U Master’s Vaice Gaspel Devational

This series is based o the Aramaic word for text and
brings from the heart of the Master to the heart of the
disciple a “word” séa}a (pathgama)that Jesus spoke to

carry as a vide-mecum all the day long.

| HEAR THY WELCOME VOICE
That catLs me Lorp 1o Thee
For cLeansiNG IN Thy Precious BLOOD
That rLowep on CaLvary

‘Tis Jesus caLLS ME ON
To PERFECT FAITH AND LOVE,
To PERFECT HOPE AND PEACE AND TRUST,
For EARTH AND HEAVEN ABOVE,

The Gospel of Mark 1-22

“They were dumbfounded at Fis teaching”. Our Lond was distinguishied
by Ftis teactiing sAANsG Yaleplina meaning “tilliance in conveying” ox
Nicademus the master- teacher of Jsnael wecagnized Jesus as a “teacher
come from God” and accepted Fis signs which were “heavently signs”
such as convinced the epen minded amangst the population of Jerusalem
in those days. Mark’s gospel account time after time describies cur Lond
as “leginning” te teachi —not that Fe had ever taught before-but that Fte
new lessons Uike “new waves” of tvuth- gloviews themes te apen up. Jhe
wondey was that His proplietic evudition did net come from veading sa
they ashed “Whence this learning?” JThe siateen new leginnings Stui’ s
Feter undevsteod as phases af the teaching ministuy of Jesus. Jt might
intevest the Reader te mark the sections as FSeter’s intended sections -now
genevally veplaced by Hugoe De Sante Care’s chapters in ouy bitiles Mark
vecavds Stuvi exactly as the Hovan calls Suvas (stovt
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sections ax exarndia ). These Sturi ax suva ave:
Stuwri 1 Chapter 1.45-3.35
Sturi 2 Chapter 4.7-5.76
Stuwri 3 Chapter 5.17-5.43
Stuwri 4 Chapters 6.7-8.30
Stuwri 5 Chapter 8.3/ te 10.27
Stuwri 6 fram 70.28-10.37
Stuwri 7 from 10.32 ta 10.46
Stuwri 8 fram 10.47-11.33
Stuwri 9 framl2.ta 13.3
Stuwri 10 from 13.4-14.78
St 11 fram 74.79-14.37
Stuwri 12 froml4.32-64
Sbuwri 13 at 14.65-70
Stuwri 14significantly]4.77
Stuwri 15 at 714.72 and
Sturi 16 from15.7-76.20
Sa we fave 16 intevesting theme sections mating the flow of the gespel
lest we get the impression Seter’s infovnation is selected from the by
Wheveas Sapias assesses the Gospel as
without any pavticulay evdey the (amaic Shu’s demand a definitive
development admitting of ne less than 16 layers of teaching.
A RULER ONCE CAME TO JESUS BY NIGHT,
T0 Ask Him THE WAY OF SALVATION AND LIGHT;
THE MASTER MADE ANSWER IN WORDS TRUE AND PLAIN;
“Ye musT BE BORN AGAIN"

Mark 2.10
There is nothing as welcome as being forgiven. When Pilgrim in Bunyan’s
allegory is pardened fie gives thuee leaps for joy-one fou the nobe, ane for
the burden that wolled away and ene for the scrall in his hand.
The Son of Man is “free” “autfrorvized” SHALI T “empowered” sl in

and of FHimself on the earthh ta forgive sins. This central plank of Christ’s

teaching came early to the fore. It was a sticking peint with teachiers of
the law who had a Mesaic tlueprint for dealing with sins in the



ceremanial and sactificial sections of the law. This teaching akin to
was. Just as Jesus “resuwection power”( QUM ) derived fram Fis
QNUMA ex “fundamental being” as God so His authority derived from
His being “Sen” and “campanion” (BARAH) te God the Father. This
dectrine goes to the fieart of the Tuinity and the (tenement where Jesus
Chuist is essentially the one who. executes the act under which the weality of
fergiveness in both testaments and cver all time is foreshadewed by
priests and prophets and now since the incarnation and weswuiection
proclaimed by apastles.

Jesus saID “WHETHER 15 IT EASIER TO 54Y "YOUR SINS BE FORGIVEN” OR ‘TAKE UP

YOUR BED AND WALK™”

Mark 3.29
Ttee doctvine of the “unfovgivealite sin” is havd te swallow. Cne may
figure it cuviows that sin categavizes as vernial and mavtal but ane sthould
tremble at the vevy idea of falling inte the liattemless pit af tlasplieming
the Holy Ghast(ax guest) ax vatfier “the Spivit of Heliness™(amaic
endering ) fex the fact is ene induwelt ly the Spivt will net tlasplieme the
Spivit. Thus it is not to lie transmuted inte a deliate an a Chvistian leing
damned if we tuly listen te aur Lovd’s vaice.
Our Lond then dealt with the challenge of ‘tlasphemy” and in a faivly
specific encounter fie was challenging the scuities that the soxt of wesistance
to the Holy Spinit at waerk they displayed was unforgiveabile. Jhey had
accused cur Lond of having a “foul” sdssX tanaphtha “spinit”.
One fias to nate that all sins and tlasphemies are capabile of fergiveness
except when anyane insists that cur Lond has a “foul’ ax “idal” spinit in
Ftim. Essentially that is to say that Christ is being de-thiened and anatfier
spiritual power (ef this age) being acknowledged.
In Matthew 12.32 a categorical statement puts it thus “Whoever speaks
a word v\n against the Son of Man it will be allowed ox passed ever
but evenyone who speaks against the Spivit of Foliness it will not be
allowed o1 passed ever in this world o in that weld being prepated
wd V" The account of Matthew appears te go further in exonerating
blasphemy of cun Lond. The “wornd” sta\n would appear te be “a text,

argument, weason ox definition” which is an intellectual belief feld in good
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faith and expressed as eppased ta “affivming(with intent )” ensCoutright
sejection of the Foly Spinit and Fis offices. Intellectual henesty is

THEN NEITHER DO | CONDEMN YOU-GO AND LEAVE YOUR LIFE OF SIN JOHNS, 1 1

Mark 4.12

We are now in the second Shuri ox section of the gospel. Our Lond
tells thuee parabiles 1. The sower 2 Jhe autematic principle of growth 3
The mustard seed and the big bird -and the finst is Rey to all. n it there
are four types of hearens-(1) Thase where the word never neaches the
fieart-Satan gleefully takes them from it and it from them.(2) Those whe
gladly receive it but ne woot of spirituality exists in their life so they fail
under stress & pewsecution.(3)Those who are deceived by wealth and
moxe powerful desines and they duop interest, (4) Thase whe fear believe
Our Lond explained that listeners look “deeply” e inte what they fear
and do not weally see the depths. They fear and de not understand Aat
Our Lond distinctly said that these “outside” were not “given to fnow”.
The texm “eutside” is used, metaphorically, for “secular’” and “pagan’.
The words “not undenstand” sadabutns ¥& may alse be nendeved “be not
feolish” and se “by that method” v\ « they might net vemain foclish but
be convested and theix sins might be forgiven. Jhe dual meaning leaves
The disciples thuough Jesus’ teaching and by the Spirit were given te
grasp the mysteries sGotef the kingdem. The key parabile was sevicwsly
Generally paratiles have but one lesson and ene main paoint.
Jn .33 we are told cur Lond spaofke parabiles to the crowd “exactly as
they were able to fear for the sake of cbedience.”s\rm aamuaan’x v
This cenfivms that Fe did not pitch tuth deliberately beyond
camprefiension. Neveuthieless between Him and the disciples there was a
The teaching session was urapped up and brought to a remarfabile finale
by the stilling of the stowm. Jhe disciples maweled that the wind and sea



were actively olieying Ftim.suszx'zm Jhey wene “listening acutely and
The secret of being a disciples is moxe than lecking deeply —it is
and censciousness of who Jesus is-that “dread” nay “awe” that they felt
—that must characterize eur devotion and welationship with cur Loxd.
Fis welcame vaice is weady to communicate much but Fte demands
cliedience

Lorp speak 1o me THAT | may speak

IN Living echoes oF THy ToNe
ASs THOU HAST SOUGHT S0 LET ME SEEK

THY ERRING CHILDREN LOST AND LONE

Mark 5.10
The evidences of twe faith ceme out strongly in this chapter. Jhe weman
with the issue takes courage and confesses fier suveptitious action and
tell the whaole “neality” suiex The wonder is that this weman after 12
Likewise the man possessed of legion sits “madest” and “contralled in
speech’” Aax The man did not have his nequest granted but fe was abile to
wesume ordinany life and be a witness to Christ. For the finst time in life he
fiad a bome and a job. Ftis life was full and free.
Jn the case of Yoaresh (the nalibi) Jesus said “Take heart” o “nesalue
ane thing-telieve” nas\a Life with Chuist centens arcund getting this night-
when Jesus sets abiout deing what you ask Fe will cemplete it.
Sue ONLY TOuCHED THE em OF His carmenT
s 10 His siDE she sTOLE
AMID THE CROWD THAT GATHERED AROUND Him
AND STRAIGHTWAY SHE WAS WHOLE
He TurneD wiTh “DaucHTER BE OF GOOD COMFORT
THY FAITH HATH MADE THEE WHOLE "}
AND PEACE THAT PASSETH ALL UNDERSTANDING
WITH GLADNESS FILLED HER SOUL



(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Mark 6.2
DISCIPLE TEACHING 6.27n this chapter there are ne
fewer than 4 Shuri or “waves” of teaching i.e. new
beginnings of teaching. Jfe (ramaic werd for
“teaching” is A\s which elates to the adhesion of cedex book
pages-their “joining” ox ta the “joining” of a weund. Our Lond
Fte could only fieal a few peaple because of the back of faith.
OUTREACH COMMISSIONING 6.7 Our Lord began to
send His disciples out twe by twe. This may mean the tast
was not all accamplished in one day ox it may mean that it
was a progressive caverage of all the band.
The ministry was effective-Ferod got wind of it-for it was
intensive and natienwide. On their seturn and debriefing the
Lond took them for a rest but the peaple gathered by them
SHEPHERD CARING 6.3 (cf 1 Feter2.26) T here were
5000 men and their families. The cempassion in cur Lond’s
voice and actions and even as Fe said farewell ta them
pewsonally v46. That “shepherd care” was fusther seen as Fe
prayed and as Fe came to help them as they toiled with the
sea. He came up inta the ship to share “intimately” with them.
Our Lord said to them “Take feant”’ 2\t after your
sevwawful experience. For their pant their feart was dense
aotheuvise they would have noted Fis compassion as Fe cared
HEALING THE HIGH PRIEST’S HEM 6.56 Jfey
began to lay the sick at Ftis feet. (Ut this time cur Lowd began
as the nedeemer to bring healing wherever e went. Jhey laid
the vewy ill on beds on the streets-and they tugged at his
gaunent to get fealing. Jhe story of the weman with the issue
tad gene vival. Ghey touched the “wing” of Ftis gavment s@sa
-pethaps the sleeve o as traditionally the hem. Jhis usage
takes us back to the Figh Priest Exadus 28 33-34-35. Peter
connects “fealing” to the fiem of Exodus28 and se te the

ministuy of Chuist Ftis sacvifice and Figh Priestly ministuy.



JESUS 1S OUR SHEPHERD
His THe voIcE WE HEAR
FoLpep 1o His Bosom
WHAT HAVE WE TO FEAR?
ONLy LET Us FOLLOW
Whither He poTH LeaD
To THE THIRSTY DESERT
OR THE DEWY MEAD

Mark 7. 37
Und they were additionally astenishied and saying that Fte has done,
constuucted, created o detailed s everything beautifully “ud=x —the deaf
Fe made to fear the mute to speak.
The chapter gives us instances ef the “motte” of Christ who made ‘yofies’
that fitted beautifully (cf. ‘my yohe is casy’).
1 Ghe Lord gave words to Tsaiak the praphet that fitted like a glove the
Pharisees situation-namely ‘T his peeple honour me with their lips but
their heants are far fram me’ .
2 Jhe candidate fox the vabbinate “dees” not a thing for his parents —that
is wepuefiensitile and ugly-ancther Pharisee|Scribie thealogical carbuncle-
and as such it wejects the word of God and the beauty of family life £
wespensibility
3 The Lond accused the Pharisees and scuibies of “deing” many such
things —eaternal things that deny the need to cleanse and civcumcise the
fieant from at least a dezen ideas that wender it impuse. Jhe need is for
innex cleansing so that the beauty of the scul might emexge.
4 In .37 cur Lond speaks of stoveling the childiens’ bread te degs as
for from “leautiful”’suda (cur English teat has “vight” )but the
Syraphoenician cames back “Ihe degs can eat what falls from the
childrens’ tabile” —that is “teautiful” and the Lond recognizes it. Jt is
5 Jhe chapter ends with the healing ef a man who could not fear o

speak. It would seem far from beautiful that Jesus put his fingers into
the man’s ears and spat and teuched his tongue-tbut when the man began
ta speak vuxa easily plainly freely and distinctly the cemment was “He
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did evenything well”. Jhis man fhad never feard a world before and fe
fiad never spoken a word but immediately fie can use the ramaic
language and undewstand all around him and alse make himself clear-a
naotabile miracle and sign that cur Lond’s wenk is beautiful.

Lirtep up was He to pie
"It 15 FinisHeD” was His cry
Now IN HEAVEN EXALTED HIGHT
HalLeLus an What a Saviour!

Mark 8.10
The bast chapter ended with Shuri 9 which is the opening of the bond of
the tongue. This Shuri »'exxCsets in nelief the wonder of Christ’s wonk in
man-the tongue changed leads to a man ex woman begins te confess the
Chuist.
1 THE DALMANUTHA LESSON With joy eur Loxd joined the
disciples after farewelling the crowd. On aviival at Dalmanutha the
Pharisees ask for a sign. Hexe is the tuuly untaught tengue acting cut of
an unleavened or impure feart. I e these Pharisees Jesus did net as much
as sasy “Farewell”. The Lond’s warning to the disciples whe had seen
twe mighty signs was te felp them avoid the trap of Pharisaic unbielief-
the Jsaiak Rey verse came back ta the fore-“you have eyes but see not-ears
but fear not-den’t you rememben!” Jesus loves —loves the multitudes. We
ae told that with joy et cun Lond spake to the pecple and joined Ftis
awn. Fe had time for them-fie cared to the last werd te the last leaver.
2 THE BETHSAIDA LESSON Home with Jofin to Bethsaida the
tlind man is frealed —who first saw men as trees out of focus and
lengthiened-then by a secand touch fie saw them clearly brightly.. He was
sent to his hame and told to avcid pecple in the town of Bethsaida. The
wequest was that cur Lowd would “came near” to. this man-='wa Jesus took
him by the hand and spat in his eyes and put en Ftis hand. Fe walled
with him hand in hand-what a privilege. Jhe men fie saw were probabily
the disciples. The lesson from this healing is not its twe stage virtue but
the way in which Jesus cames neax to us-fivst by cenversion and then in
sanctification-on completing the werk in us.



3 THE CAESAREA PHILIPPI LESSON (U this leads to the 10
Shuri in v31 fellowing Peter’s confession. This wave of teaching is the
most impoxtant se far-it centens on the cross. Je “deny oneself take up the
cross and follow” is Uife’s great bessan-to “lose ane’s life to save it”- ta
“give up one’s saul fou the sake of the gospel”. This is the tue Caesarea
Philippi lessan-for the Son ef God wha loved me and gave Ftimself for
me J give myself away.
He THAT sHALL CONFESS ME BEFORE MEN, HIm ALSO WILL | coNFess BerORE my FaThER
whicH 15 IN HeaveN MatTiew 10,32 Luke! 2.8

Mark 9.7
This is my son the beloved —frear him!
SON NO 15%is is the chapter of the three sons” and the fivs is the Son
of Ged. Our Lond is desciibied in thiee ways(a)as the Son of God “My
San” (&)_Us the Sen of Man and (c) as the Sen of the hour ex moment-
whe buys up every eppetunity and is thete te fielp at the paint of need.
The Father accentuated Ftis love-sCnms 2vx aset Clearly this veice was in
incarnate Sen. Our glosious Lond reventing to. the “out of Glony”
appearance addressed Ftis disciples as “the Son ef man” of prophecy
and asked that the event bie Rept hidden till after the weswwiection.
SON NO 2 Naw in the valley below the disciples were ineffectual in
fandling an excorcism of a “fire and water spirit” which threw a peor sen
of a demented father almast te his death and fe seught Jesus as the “Son
of the moment” aqsx v but the duill of exercism was a mess and had
clearly taken much time. Jhe demans were “opportunists” v20
demanstrating theix power in the alisence of Christ. Fappily the Father
was alse an “eppertunist”’ v24 who showed fe believed Jesus could
deliver fim if e would. Our Lond dismissed outright the question of his
caring interest-it was not to be doubited. Se this son was deliveted to the
Father. There is as a second stenyline something of the xeflection of the
trauma of Calvary and the delight of Father and Son in the ascensien
about this navative
SON NO 3 Jesus called a child-a little boy-te settle a dispute that had
axisen as they travelled homewards abiout who weuld be greatest in the
coming fingdem. He took the boy on his shoulders samav A\ adax (a fact
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not caviied over inte the Gueelt teats ). This shows perhaps not alene our
Lord’s love for children and a halit e may have been frnown for with this
toy and even others but pethaps his wescue of the self-conscious lad fram
7-11 sets of prying eyes of the disciples-quite an cvewutfielming expetience.
Our Lond applied mast sericus penalty to those whe would subwent
scandalize such children.
"Fear NOT LITTLE FLOCK” WHATEVER YOUR LOT
He enters ALL ROOMS, “THE DOORS BEING SHUT®,
He Never Forsakes, He NEVER 15 GONE]
50 count ON His PRESENCE IN DARKNESS OR DAWN
EvLvis Prestey Lyrics

Mark 10.51
There are many things essential to family life and many means of win
and many demands and issues but the most important thing is for family
membens “to. see Jesus”. vl ax (Rabibi that T might see!”)
1. Diverce-an added provisien
2. Panents infierited wealth and its dangers
3. Family-care of home spouse children and life away from home
4. A mather and the future of fex cwn
5. U Disabled sen-then and now
Udded to the new wave of teaching-the Shuri on “the cross” thete
1 Jesus explained te the disciples the detail of His death £ 3 day
nesuwection
2 Peter began to say “We have left all”’
3 Jhe ten began to cemplain against James & Johin
4 Bar-Timaeus began to cry eut to Jesus
The “big deliates” and “acute pique” masking disciples’ behavieur at this
paint lead into the stony of Bartimaews which brings reality to the
sellishness of the apastles.
U blind boy of a Well-te-do Fathier existed as a beggar-maybie dad had
died-maybe Jeriche was as in old time a bad place te be. But if Jesus has
not passed through Jeriche to Calvarny what of that begging boy.
JESUS PASSED THROUGH JERICHO AS TO THE CROSS HE WENT
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AND TO THE HUMBLE AND THE WEAK THE S0ON OF GOD was SENT
Jesus | BELIEVE, LET ME NOW MY SIGHT RECEIVE
CHRIST OF JERICHO LET ME THY SALVATION KNOW,

Mark 11.24
The focus is again on prayer in this chapter. Jhere are three highlights
FHosanna-Lord save now
*The fig tree and the veleane parabile
*Jhe temple clearance of trade secures the fowse for prayer for all
*Fhe “triumphal entry” and the password type “release wemark”(Jhe
master fias need of him) leads en to an antiphenal use of Psalm 118 by
the crowd and at its heart the call for immediate velease of the nation and
of the Messiak a week latex.
1 The wilting of the fig tree within a day demaenstiates Jesus’ authoxity.
Our Lord says that a meuntain ceuld ise and be scatteved \& -meaning
“scatter” on “fall” aver the sea with the power and sped o¢f a velcane.
Fere we are taught to believe we already have what we have asked for-se
“believe that you have neceived it”suataxn literally “your are weceiving
it’11.24. God is instant in answexing prayer
2 The temple clearance estalilisties for all time that our Lord designed the
temple to be available to all nations as in Selomen’s time. Jt was to be a
sign that God desives cemmunion woldwide with the God-fearer and is at
fand to answer prayer. The trade ef Gad is that ef prayer and the ene
whe ensure the exchange is eur gloious Mediater-Chuist Jesus.
3 The third lessen en prayer is “If you have anything against anyone
when you stand praying” forgive them and your heavenly Father will
forgive you”. “Forgive” is a special word for it is the very word Jesus
used at the cross “sabag”’ max which means “pass ever” an “let vemain”.
Jesus had to be let wemain till FHe died for cur sins. We are allowed to
semain “unpunisfied” because of his death. Taking it ancther way Fis
Passcver death is cur Passeven life.
Natice how the Lond pariied the chief priests scuibies and eldens —the creme
de’la ceme of Jsnael. They denied knowing whether John's baptism was
fieavenly or eanthly. Jesus said “Neither will J tell you by what power J
de these things!” Fe admitted their eply but denied its fhonesty. Fe fnew
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their hearts.

Mark 12.10
The chapter is about cemmitment-te God & the state-te a wife ox fustband
and te leve God with all ene’s soul-the paxt the young man left aside, Jhe
poor lady is a perfect example of commitment-she gave fer all.
In the 14* of 23 Shuri (¢f (rabic ‘suras’) ie. chaptews er sections
our Lond began te speak of the “vineyard parable” which pivots on the
central figure of the “Son” wha is Rilled by the labiourers.
The chapter presents sevenal subiterfuges by which the Jewish leaders plot
to entrap eur Lond.
1. Js it night to pay tax te Caesar. the tap was sprung by “Render
to Caesar that which is Caesans and to God that which is God’s”
2. Whe’s wife after this life will she be whe mawiied seven lrothers
in succession on the death of a founer. The answer is “They do not
mavy in feaven”
3. Which is the great cemmand? The answer is “Love God” and the
secand command is “Love your neighbour”
Our Loxd after the eastein fashion exampled by Samsen’s fable
“Sweetness from the s ?(i.e. honey from the lion) posed a queny for
the thealogical elite of Jewwsalem-“When David says ‘The Lord said te
my Lond “Sit on my ight hand” of whom did fe speak? and hew dees
that tally with the scuities belief “that Messiah is David’s Sen”? Thus the
“San” of the vineyard parabile was disclesed as the vewy pewon of cur
Lord.
the temple docuway and clisewed “a widow cast in all’ This he saw as
full commitment-in line with v.33 where the second cemmand demands
that a man ox weman love the Lond with all- v&\ fieart @\ mind sy
seul & strength. The (namaic adds “all your seul on being” to the
Greek ox nathien the Gueek duops “all the soul ox being”. This cames down
to “the breath” and “tleod” or vewy Uife itself. The lttle impoverished
lady — The teaching of vineyard tuuth is the teaching of “tloodshed” and
“the last lbreath” tuuth concerning Jesus whe gave all. From this peint
12



fouvand the disciples find that Jesus is committing and calling for “all
on the altar.”
Is YOUR ALL ON THE ALTAR OF SACRIFICE LAID?

Mark 13.5

Jesus said “T akie feed that ne man lead you astray v&+X ‘te cblivien” o
“inte evor”.
The chapter takes us to the Lond’s new wave of teaching-the 18" Shuri-
alieut deceptive religion. The discussion is tuiggered by the prophecy abiout
the end of the cuwent Jewish state manked by the fall of the temple.
1. 3t appears the harsh judgment and feretical assemblies come after the
preaching of the gespel worldwide. The gospel of the kingdom-Chuist’s
caming soon will ge weddwide Jnternecine traitorous times of tribulation
wexe predicted.
The Lord pramised “FHe that hapes <ot to the end —to the extremity-to the
stewn on “back of the gospel ship’s proguess” -will be saved.
2. Fhe unclean desclation séaraan stdssX—litenally “the heresy of the
desent” estabilished where it cught not te be settled-at that exact time those
in Judea should flee to the mountains.
3 Days unprecedented in the world’s histony are coming. sus =y 1o
Such distress —such prolonged suffering-such navwowing of life-such
illness was never before.
4 Because of the chasen that Fe chese fie has shontened ex lapped the
days-The idea of vG is that He fhas gathered them together and
“appainted them a kingdem” -this will eccur at His ceming to gather the
5 That latter day peried is one when they will be saying “Lock here on
thewe” -tuying te deceive the “ones to be gathiened”
6 Jhe sun will darken and the maon not give light and the stars ox
satellites will fall life raindrops Say for the mighty men ox military
pawens sthala ef the air will be shafen as in a mighty stoun sasabu.
7 (Ut that exact moment when unprecedented events abiove accur they will
lock diligently or with tetal fascination and see the Sen of Man ceming in
Shekinah.
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8 The gathering will follow-these gathered inte the church will be
gathered from the four winds-all the earth-from the highest of eaxth to the
fighest of feaven they geo.

9 Fhe fig tree (Tsnael) illustrates it all-the historic allegory. Once cursed
neaxest we ever get to the time of our Lond’s coming!!!

Chuistians are ta clisewve these signs of the end times.

70 5% (‘WJ’M(‘OW))(M “gme}‘aﬁan)) ((oww)) “%W” (‘diéwme”
sthr'ex wil net nemaoue on trans part- ox pass from the band tith all these

Feaven and eanth will transpoxt o pass away but my words will not.
Nt even the heavenly messengens ox emphatically “the son” st —eur
Lond undenscones Fis want of pewsonal pewception, awareness and
manifestation as to the “day and fhour”. Sa be awate and pray with
leaning as did cur Lord in Gethsemane —for lack of precise knowledge.

There are four times given to the docufeeepers-biefore sunset as it grows
dark at the time of evening meal stam -secand is “half way through the
night-12 midnight ~&\a —the thind “at the crowing of the neoster” s@sah
san o founth at Yam A to ene and all I say —be awatke. Why dees
aur Lond designate 4 such times? Becawse suppextime and drewsy
bedtime, early wising and labour’s duty call fall eutside Jewish prayer
times but we should always be weady not just when set upen devotions.
IT mAY BE AT MORNING WHEN DAWN 1S BREAKING
IT mAY BE AT THE BRIGHTNESS OF NOON
IT mAY BE AT EVEN WHEN DAY 1S DECLINING
Burt Jesus our Lorp 15 comine soon.

Mark 14.10
There are four additienal spates of teaching in this chapter at
114.19 They all began to lose freart
214.33 Fte ( Jesus ) began to be sad and banguid
314.65 Fhe people began spitting en Ftis face.
4 14.71 Simon Peter began cursing and swearing
14



5 14.72 Peter began to weep

The ancinting in the house of “the potter” ((ramaic).J e Greek vatfier
curiously has “leper”. One wonders why the Gueek does not mention his
fiealing. Jfete was harsh weaction but the Lowd appreciated this care done
Thene fellows the stony of the (Essene) with the vessel on his shoulder
(Miax).Fhis man lie the men at Bethphage appeared te be in some
unspaefen manner associated with cur Lond.

Did be likte Jobin have definitive ties with Qumran? Do you wemember our
Lond ance saying “Fte that is not against me is for mel?”
SHURI 19 Judas dips in the dish and fulfils sciipture as the ene whe
Ufts up his heel against his master.(a )Ufter the classic and very
impatant bast supper when cur Lond said Fe would not again drink
wine till the jeyous day of the Kingdem en eanth. (& )Our Lond spakee
distinctly of the subistitutionary atonement —predicted the scattering of the
apostles (c)Fe foretold the resuviection and (d )P eter’s denial.
SHURI 20 Getfisemane with its tviple appeal for the swift passage of
the cup alongside cur Lond’s reitenated commitment is the second Shuri-
ane of deep sadness and veny languid ox tearful.

The aviest and the seveting of the FHigh Puiest’'s sewwant’s ear —its
sestonation and the escape of Jofin Mank whe left his loincloth in the
saldied’s hands leads on to the Courtyard of the High Priest and the clear
confession of Christ “T am and you will befiold the Sen of man at the
ight hand of pewer and coming on the clouds of heaven!” Clearly the
setun of Chuist is not enly te be seen on eaxth but in Hades as in feaven.
SHURI 21 Jfie guards punch Chuist on the jouw whilst Peter warms
fimself at the wold’s fire and denies the Lond then and aftevvands three
times.

SHURI 22 Peter began cuwsing and swearing. Jhis was clearly a want
ef purple language repeated for effect

SHURI 23 Sfie chapter cleses with the cock crowing twice and Peter’s
sudden awareness that it had happened —fie had denied the one fie baved.
(nd fie began to weep. This sent of cwying vAx ax capious weeping is
vintually a bament over ane whe has died o is dying. Peter faced the
weality of what Jesus said and began to sense what life would now e lifee
without Christ.
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For rerLeCTION
WHAT WOULD YOUR LIFE BE WITHOUT JESUS?
Without His worps-His promises-His ResurrecTION AND RETURN?
Ave anp without His sTiLL smALL voice?
| HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY
Come UNTO ME AND REST
Lay DOWN THOU WEARY ONE LAY DOWN
Thy HeAD UPON mY BREAST!

Mark 15.22
The Calvary chapter begins with the cenclusion of the trial in Caiaphas’
fall which secured a verdict from Jesus lips “T am the Christ” and moves
on te the tual before Pilate —his unfulfilled wish that cur Lord would
mount a defense and his unfulfilled plan that the crowd would exonerate
and choose Jesus to be neleased-tut they chose Barabibias. Pilate cancedes
(theugh the challenge “UYou are not Caesar’s friend” is alisent from this
acceunt ). Our Lond is wuffed up —even stuuck on the jaw ((ramaic)as the
saldiews play the game of King.
Calvary (Latin for “skull” ) in v.22 is called in the Qramaic “Gulgetha”
which has a vaiety of meanings se the one chosen by Peter and given by
Mark is “summit” e “crown”.
Fte could have chosen other cognates as :
1 “surging around”(of “pains”as the waves ef Galilee)
2 “moved” (as with compassion)
3 “pauring fonth” (as tloed e riches )
The chaice of “chief” on “head” ox “prince” sthdaa’wa has the effect of
selecting this place as the “summit” of the history of mankind-not just for
the scany scax that books life a shull. Fere it is that all histeny finds its
core and centre; fiere it is that the prince of Glony dies.
The charge was waitten by Pilate “The King of the Jews” —the necessity
s\ of Fis death was wnitten. Jf Fe wene to be Messiak he must die,
Yet is aur Lond despised-they inenically put Ftim down with the waords
“You would destroy and build the temple in three days-ceme down from

the cross!”’
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Peter attests the thuee hours of darkness from noon until the hour of
prayer and fe emphasizes the great Sebiachthani call “Why de I
semain( an agenizing cuy of the spivit)’which tafies us back te the Lornd’s
sequest in Getfisemane “Let this cup pass quickly” and tafes us fouvard
just moments latex when cur Lond expires and the temple cudain xips
apat from top te bottem. Tuly the temple was destroyed with this act-
for forgiveness was not tied to that sits nox te its sactifices any moze.
Naw the tload of Messiah-the “prince” prevailed te parden iniguity
transgression and sin. in all who would xepent and believe.
Believers sprung up in unlifely places-the centurion called out “J his
man is the Sen of God” and Joseph of nimathea bravely stiides to
Pilate insisting on deing ture Jewish fealty to the body of his “prince”.
The believing centurion was called and as a vesult of his testimeny —and
who would naot have liked to hear him speak to the governer alicut the
HKing of Qlory.- Jesus’ body was released-urapped in linen and buried in
still stoed en.
| Hearp THE voIcE OF Jesus say
“BenoLp | FreeLy cIve
THE LIVING WATER; THIRSTY ONE,
STOOP DOWN AND DRINK AND LIVE”,
| came To Jesus anp | prank
OF THAT LIFE GIVING STREAM;
My THIRST WAS QUENCHED, MY SOUL REVIVED,
Anp now | Live in Him
THiS HYMN WAS PENNED BY ONE OF THE PARTY OF ScoTsmeN INcLUDING MurraY
McChevne THAT visITED lsraeL IN 1839 rrom the Free Church, They pip NoT
FIND THE TOMB BUT THEY BLAZED THE TRAIL OF THE EVANGELIZATION OF |SRAEL WHICH
EVER GATHERS MOMENTUM TOWARDS THE RETURN OF THE KING,

Mark 16.1
Thie gospel of the empty taml the visen Lovd and signs of the veality of it
all.
On Sunday Mary Magdalene Mary of James and Saleme broughit
spices they had bought and in the beautiful fair morning “Ax came to the
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sun doawned ox shone fouth s and looking with consideration ass at a
spectacle saw the great stone wolled away. Entering they saw a lusty
young man s&u\s clothed in a siluveny white nobe and they were stunned.
The man Rnew they sought Jesus and fe said “FHe is not fene Fte is nisen-
befiold the place fie was laid-fiewever go saying te Ftis disciples and
Cephias-tefiold Fte will go before you to Galilee-there you will see FHim.
Stock & trembling tock fiold en them and they said nething to any man-
they wexre in dread.
But in the beautiful dawn of day cne of the week Fte arase Fte appeared
foumedy to Mary Magdalene from whem Fe cast cut 7 demaens Mary
Magdalene after that Fte was seen of two of them in ancther forum sthars
(being the impression of the face on a cein )gaing te their village-they told
the othews -neithex they did not believe them( assumption-they did net
believe the women at the finst).(fter Fe “appeared” pdntto the eleven
in failing to believe they who saw Fim.
Our Load’s cammission was “Go inte all the werld and preach the gospel
to all creation-wheever believes & is baptized will be saved-whaeever daes
not believe will be condemned.”
Our Lond gave signs te suppot the ministuy-casting out demaens speaking
atfier languages, freedom fram peoisening, fealing the sick.
(Uften He had spofien commanded and made promise te them \\n Fte was
taken te freaven and these vewy signs followed as they went everywhiere-
our Lond helping them and making it xeal “vex with heaven given signs
| HeARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY,
| am THIS DARK WORLD’S LIGHT”;
Look UNTO me, THY MORN SHALL RISE
AND ALL THY DAY BE BRIGHT”
| Lookep T0 JESus anp | Founp
In Him my Star my Sun;
AND IN THE LIGHT OF LIFE I'LL waLk
TiLL TRAVELLING DAYS ARE DONE.
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