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Dedi cati on

To spend the best part of three months in the Hebrew original of Proverbsisto be indelibly impressed
by the spirituality of the book. Whilst Solomon was recognised as a "preacher” or "teacher" whose
material you can peruse in the book of Ecclesiastes, the most penetrating spiritual truths and his closest
approach to the good news, covenant mercy, faith and evangelism and all the implications of spirituality
asweknow it are contained in his"Proverbs’. | trust the reader enjoys thiswork and send it on its way
with these words, "That He Who is Greater than Solomon may be glorified-even Jesus-who is made
unto us wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemption. Honour & Glory to the Lamb!

Bob Coffey (Amamaic Bible Companion)
INTRODUCTION

Russi an Col | ector of Proverbs
Several yearsago my wifeand | had the pleasant privilege working alongside our church in New
Cumnock, Ayrshireto host several visiting groups of church leader'sinterpretersand children
from Belarus. Among those we hosted was Susanna Kyckobckar who had taught English in
Russian Academies and who authored a handbook containing 1106 Russian proverbs and their
English equivalents. Here are a few examples:
Profitsand losses walk in the same shoes: If heisasked to pray hewill bruise hisforehead;
The highest branch isnot the safest roost; adversity makes a man wise not rich: Don't take your
harp totheparty

| makethereference becauseif it were possibleto prove a connection between the excellence of
one's character and familiarising oneself with wisdom in the form of Proverbs Susanna wasliving
proof of such a connection.
Carrion in 14thC Spain endeavoured to build a comprehensive moral system on common
proverbs-but it proved to befull of contradictions. It is one of the highest tributesto Solomon's
wisdom that he succeeded in thistask largely avoiding the relativity of Ethics.

Great Historical collections

Besidesthe" supreme” work of Solomon which excels by its sheer sage spiritual didactic we stand
in the debt of many other collectors of proverbial matter. Erasmus, for instance, in his second
collection of ADAGIA had 3,260 entriesin his 1508 Venice edition. Four centuries|ater Lean gave
50 yearsto harvesting a huge stack of proverbswhich were published in 1902. It may be of
interest that Belvoir Castlewithin the bounds of our own L eicestershire housesan art piece by
the Flemish artist David Teniers (fl 1640's)which illustrates 45 Dutch Proverbs.

An esteened British collection

Linda and Roger Flavell have produced a dictionary of " Proverbsand their origins' in which
they provide a series of definitions of what a Proverb is. The Flavells have produced afirst rate
title extremely well resear ched and representing a breadth of learning. They have set out over 400
popular proverbsin an easy to read alphabetical style. Anyway, narrowly avoiding a book review
let mereturn to my task -which isto present cogent quotations on the meaning of " a Proverb” .
Let usgivepride of placeto the Oxford Dictionary definition which is, " a short pithy sayingin
common and recognized use". You might now enjoy comparing alter native descriptions of "the
proverb” as" abrief epigrammatic saying that isa popular byword" (Webster) or " the philosophy
of the common people” (Aristotle) or " much matter decocted into few words' (Thomas Fuller) or

" notable measures and directions for human life" (William Penn) or as" few words, good sense,
and afineimage (Moseslbn Ezra). | like best the description found in Cervantes Don Quixote
which runs, " proverbs are short sentences drawn from long experience”

A guide to preachers

Thework | have attempted with the LORD'S help isafaithful re-trandation from the Hebrew

with pertinent comments. | would draw the attention of those who like myself seek the systematic
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within the serendipitous to the following sections of the book which are eminently suited to the
preacher's craft.

TOPICS FOR PREACHERS
The Purpose of Proverbs 1.11-7
Sinful company & the spiritual call 1. 10-33
Three Covenants 3 5-10
Fearing God without being frightened 3.11-18
Solomon'swindow at twilight 7.6-9 (contextualises war nings)
Wisdom's extraordinary exemplar Chapter 8
The seven pillars of wisdom Chapter 9
Proverbsand the Heart Chapter 15
Proverbs & the place of Scripture Chapter 16
Proverbsasit relatesto evangelism 22. 17
A Preacher'sdelight 24 23-34
Proverbs & Revival 25 1-15
Agur's4 Theological questions 30.4
Agur on persistence 30 18-19
Agur's gospel 30 24-28
Agur and Victory 30 29-31

PROVERBS 1
The proverbs of Sol onon
SECTION 1 1.1-9.18

Proverbsiswritten in a distinct style which Solomon adapted and perfected probably from David. The
"hemistich" occurswhere two pithy statements stand alongside to form a " verse" in our trandlation.
So if you can imagineit a page of such hemistich sayings has a parting straight down the middle
from top to bottom. The Proverbs are both philosophical-adopting acute thought provoking
expressions and also philological-using " words® to promote spiritual meditation.

James M Gray in his1952 " Spire Commentary” says, " In the millennial kingdom, doubtless, it will
constitute with a portion of Leviticus and the Sermon on the mount the basis of the laws governing
the citizens. So this book set in a theocracy has massive future potential. Coleridge called it, " A
statesman’'s manual” and Dean Stanley termed it, " The philosophy of the practical life" . Oesterley
callsit " a manual of sanctified common sense" . | would term it " Spiritual teaching with a sharp
practical edge"

Alongside prophets and priestsin I srael there were Chakamim or sages who were also Sepherim or
writers. They wrote copies of the nation's wisdom for distribution and preserved such collections.
They are mentioned in 1sa29.14 and Jeremiah 18.18

Stylistically the book contains (a)Synonymous lines (b) Antithetical lines (c) Synthetic lines (d)
Parabolic lineswithin its Hebrew poetic parallelism.

| would encourage the reader to go directly to Proverbs 21: 1 -11 to get some appreciation of the huge
purpose of Solomon-to inveigh into the Hebrew language by proverbs that tripped off every tongue a
new living spirituality. The fact that the book was at least in part set to work during the Reformation
under Hezekiah (cf Prov.25.1) through the creation of copies and their distribution showsthe
considerable worth of teaching memorised scripture and encouraging its percolation into every walk
of lifefor the betterment of society. Its re-emergencein the millennium is scarcely to be doubted.

Proverbs of Solomon, Son of David... King of |sradl
The word "proverb"(Hebrew Icm comes from a verb meaning "to make like" or "to rule" which words
link as the basic significance of hmd "to think" or "to forman opinion" and m[m "to judge" or "to rule".
We could say, for instance, that "becoming like Jesus" is"to accept the rule of Jesus'. | suggest also



that Christ as king adopted this proverb-cum-parable method of teaching as He sought to strengthen in
us His patterns of life and thought. In John 10.6 & 16.25 the Greek equivalent of the word wapoiuiais
spoken of as a "parable” and in 2Peter 2.29 "proverb". My assertion then isthat it is the teaching
method of a king or ruler and as such is used by Job David Solomon and Jesus. )

The four purposes of these witings
(1) 1-2
Toknow "wisdom" and " instruction” to perceivethewords of " under standing”
To personally experience mkj " practical wisdom" or " skill" -which isfirst in God, then kings and
pious ones.(Zophar in Job 11 5-6 defines mkj as™ complex™ or " double folded" " life" asto
existence(i.e. Living God ward as well as man ward-suited to the " second birth" concept; a second
interpretation makesit " an aid to standing” cf Joshua,” whom God raised up”, and thirdly " heart
wisdom" enjoyed by artificerslike Bezaleel, people made" wise by the Holy Spirit" -so the new life of
God, divine aid sourcing in the Captain of salvation and skill granted by the Holy Spirit sums up
what wisdom is.) and rsm " separation of oneself". The parallel saying expands the thought, "to develop
enlightening words of understanding or mediation™. The book has a grand plan-to help us stand right
with God and separate our selves to Him and to have the help of a mediator or umpire in our thoughts
so that we might al so see differences and make right choices.
(2) 3
Toreceive" separation” and " Jacob prudence”  Righteousness, divine judgement,
evenness/tranquillity
We need context for this spray of Hebrew words. Let us take the first rsim as found Job 12.18 "He
overrulesthe discipline of kings'-so it is about "bonds" hence the duty to receive" correction” in the
family. The second Zkv isillustrated in Genesis 48.14 where Jacob moved his hands prudently. The
third gdx is the benignity or righteousness (we say "mercy") that holds the scales of judgement
(Jeremiah 11.20) or which brings deliverance or liberty as Cyrus did to captive Israel Isa. 45.13. The
fourth fpvmis setting up right and then governing in peace as Shiloh will do Ezekiel 21.27-so the
beginning of a steady state of "being right and happy". The fifth is myrsm or "straightnesses' or even
"straightly" meaning "pleasing to God" or "right in Hiseyes" ;In Judges 17.6 everyone did what was
pleasing to them but not approved or given the immediate "go ahead" by God. All these are "received"
as gifts. The person who was given wisdom believes that separation; prudence; liberty; being made
right with God and a life that pleases God are all given by God in grace.

(3) 4-5
To givesubtlety to thesimple Acquaintance and purposeto the youth
Solomon looks at young people with carefulness. He wants them to have [dy " personal experience” of
God cf. Exodus 6.7 Ruth 3.3 1sal.3 and to have hmz a good and set "purpose” for their lives. and his
father David was a man of just such firm purpose cf. Psalm 17.3 & 27.4. Increase of learning is now
addressed -under the same head
A wise person will listen and add to learning one who under stands himself will obtain
binding agreements
(a)The importance of listening lies behind the establishment of lectureships. We learn as we listen to
mentors. It isthus that we are to increase our stock o f knowledge. It is compared to "taking a wife" or
winning booty in war". There are truths and facts and principles we shall love all our lives-and they
don't come without persistence and struggle.
(b)It isvital to recognise one's need of others. So a man who has personal understanding will establish
and keep covenant with God and with men or seek pledges against money lent.
(4) 6-7
Tounderstand a proverbial thinking and what needsinter pretation; the words of the wise and
their knots
The scriptures exist to bring a "man of understanding” -both a mediator and umpireto assist usin the
words of Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit. The spiritual oracles and the knotty wisdom of the wise
are ours by the inspiration of the Lord the Spirit. Solomon plays a part in training the man of God to
depend on these helpsin scripture.



Thefear of the LORD isthe beginnings of Hisacquaintance Fools despise wisdom and
separ ation to God
In Proverbs 31.30 we read "a woman that fears the LORD isto be honoured”. Fear ary first appearsin
Gen3.10.1t hasto do with sin and conscience and when sin is acknowledged a true relationship with
God opens up to the soul. It isfoolish to reject the threefold provision of wisdom (see above section in
dark italics)

Qoedi ence 8-9

My Son, hear the admonition of your father Do not forsakethelaw of your mother
The Father's bonds of discipline and the mother's doctrine are both vital. Obedience to Father's
warning is the last issue as the sweet teaching of mother isthefirst training of the soul. We must heed
gentle teaching and loving discipline.

For they will be twisted wreaths on your head and ador nments of grace around your neck
The "wreathe" yl gives us the word Levi and Levite which family asit was set apart was the "crown™ or
glory of the people.

The "adornments’ are asfloral wreaths with which dignitaries are greeted. Solomon is saying that the
future of obedienceisthat it will bring both religious and social appreciation. People who learn
discipline can lead others.

Si nful Conpany 10-19
My son if sinnerskeep enticing you do not go
However persistent seducers may be do not move in that direction. Indeed avoid their company
If they say "gowithus® "Wewill make an ambush to kill"
The danger of awful sin and lifelong consequences follows upon one wrong decision
"Let usliein wait for theinnocent freely or without cause Let usliein wait for blood"
The secrecy of ill deeds soon reveals Satan "The murderer from the beginning” asits true father.
" Let us conceal ourselvesfrom theinnocent gratuitously and swallow liveslike Sheol
" And completely asthose who go down to the pit...We shall find plenty of all sortsof treasure
"We shall fill our houseswith loot ...Allow your bridal priceto fall among us.
L et there be one purse to be spent for usall”...My Son do not go in their way
Keep your foot from their beaten path for their feet run to evil
And they arerash to shed blood...For thenet is spread for nothing
In the sight of every bird on the wing or husband who protects...And for nothing they liein wait
for blood
They hide themselves endangering their own souls...Thisisthe public path of plunder /brokenness
It marriesthe soul of its husband
Solomon has a number of marital images strewn in his warnings against the wicked. Sn begins with
enticement. It offers mutual inheritance and purse. It shows how the soul must be sold to wickedness as
a brideis sold. Above the plans of the wicked is the " protective husband” who is like God. To resort to a
wicked lifeisto marry brokenness

The Spiritual call 20-23
Wisdom callsjoyously outside her house... In the public squares she gives her proclamation
Amongst the big disquieted crowds she calls othersto her (by name)...At the opening of the city
gates she speakslight
How long you who are easily enticed will you lovefolly...For mockerslovetheir frivolous
contempt
And fools or theimpious hate intimacy (with God)...Turn at my correction or argument
Behold | will cause my Spirit to gush upon you as a stream...I will make my oracles intimately
known to you
Hereisthe preacher in Solomon. Wisdom like the clarion of a prophet speaking at the principal feasts
iscalling. It seeks the individual in the crowd who will open hisher heart to intimacy with God. Here
"repentance” and the willingness to experience the inrush of the life of the spirit and the certainty of the
word of God is spelt out plainly.



Spiritual danger 24- 33

Because | have called and you have ceased to listen ...I have stretched out my hand and none has

been attentive
Because you let go my counsel asreins...And you did not breathe after my rebuke
| also will laugh or smilein the house of your trouble burden or ruin...And speak in another
language when your fear comes
When your terror comeslike a house crashes down (Heb gfI not nx1 "to mock") and your
troublesome burdens happen to you as a hurricane that carries you away
When distressing enemy Zara and a besieging oppressor Zog comein...Then they will call & I will
not answer
They will seek mein the morning early and not find me...They have broken down because they
hated intimacy (with me)

They did not choosethe fear of the LORD...They did not breathe after my decree or prediction
They insulted/blasphemed (Heb Xan) all my rebuke...They will eat the fruit of their ways
They will Sabbath on or befilled with their " commands® (Heb x/[))...For the apostasy of the easily
enticed fools (like Orion the pious giant bound to the sky) will slay them
And the car elessness of theimpious fools will destroy them...And who listensto me will abidein
confidence or faith and He will live tranquil or peaceful (Heb rav) from fear of evil

The consequences of failure to listen to God and His word are that the nation would experience her
house crashing and God would turn away and speak to the Gentiles as we now know. Other remarkable
consequences here foretold in poetry is concentration on the law or "commands" thereafter instead of
the work of the Spirit, no answer to prayer and terror. The obedient find their peace as ever by faithin
the LORD.

PROVERBS 2

The three "if's" 1-9

1. My son if you take my word... and will lay up my commands astreasure with you

(Hebrew jgl isused of "taking" or "possessing” as one's own; taking a city or a wife are instances of
itsuse) (this) belongsto sharpening your ear for spiritual wisdom...Stretch out for under standing
for your heart The Hebrew for "stretch out” [#1 meansto "extend a tent”. Thisislike having a
"mediator” in the tent of our lives-making room for the counsel of the LORD.

2. For if you cry for understanding...and pray for prudence

One of Caleb's nephews was called "prudence” 1 Chron 2.25. hyb and hmb Binah and Bunah are
"understanding” and "prudence”. Understanding comes as a result of an outcry with weeping and
prudence with a prayer (cf 1sa 65 where "spreading the hands" to God is associated with such a "cry”.
The virtues or gifts are related to the same root word which means "to discern” "umpire' mediate" but
they differ in that thefirst is decisive, the second patient and careful)

3. If you seek her assilver...and dig the earth for her asfor underground stores
The quest of this mediated wisdom has to be serious. Wisdom is precious-and not easily obtained
Then you will understand thefear of the LORD...and the personal experience of God

The two-fold application of wisdom (a) To avoi dance of subversives
10- 15
For the LORD giveswisdom... from His mouth come the power to experiencefirst hand and
mediation
Solomon is speaking of the beginnings; of "Knowing God" J.I Packer style; of the burden of sin lifted. of
the work of mkj which isthe" triune" work of God's new life in the soul; of the captain of salvation
together with the skill/inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It all comes from His "mouth" or his WORD and
the MEDIATOR. This by gospel standardsticks all the boxes.
Helaysup in store" setting upright” for thejust...Heisa shield to those who walk complete
God hasin his heart a destiny and secret of giving "being" and "justification” to those of the straight
way. The living truth and the legal reality merge herein God's gift to those who take the "straight and
narrow way". Jesus said thisway "leadsto life". Solomon knew that God figured to be the " Shield” of
Abraham. Abraham walked " complete” The expression Solomon uses combines Genesis 15.1 & 17.1
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"the shield" chapter and the "walk perfect” chapter. It isimportant to state and to remember this
reference and to realise that Solomon like Paul was a student of Genesis 15 and 17 -of justification
by substitution and of sanctification or likenessto the LORD

To defend the public path of defending theright...He will watch the personal path of His pious
ones

Then you will under stand righteousness and " defence" ...and the just onesthe entire path or
hastening of the good.

THE DEFENCE OF PUBLIC GOOD AND THE LIFE OF HIS SAINTS IS GOD'S
UNDERTAKING IN A THEOCRACY., Thewise skilful piousoneisan umpirein the public
domain and is committed to the forwarding of the ultimate good. Thisis a level of interaction open to
the righteous

For wisdom will enter your heart and ....and intimacy (with God) will sweeten your soul

Here Solomon iswriting in the vein of his canticle-and the allusion is to a wife coming in and taking
charge of a home and sweetening by her presence the atmosphere and ambience of domestic life. So the
LORD in his management of our affairs and by His presence makes a wholesale change in our living by
His coming into the heart.

Meditation shall keep watch over you...prudence shall defend you

The idea hereis murmuring to one's soul but in the sense of meditation. Cf. Psalm 4.4. The LORD has
set apart the holy for Himself, meditate upon your bed and be still". Prudence shall defend (Hebrew rx7)
the life of the wise as a wall keeps the foxes from a vineyard. The world the flesh and the devil find
intrusion hard where there is Mediating prudence-or prudence coming from the Mediator (Hebrew hmb
from nyb)

To snatch you from the way of evil....from the man of the path of changes or revolution

In the theocracy to "change" was to overturn the godly state. Democracies are ever changing. They are
as uncertain as their succeeding and often maverick leaders to agree on what principles are best. The
theocracy directed prophetically as was latterly the case where it operated on the principles here

devel oped by Solomon would foster stability. We see this under David and Nathan, and indeed
Solomon-where the king was in himself a prophet; we see it again in Hezekiah and Isaiah and in Josiah
and Huldah-cum-Hilkiah.

From those who desert the public paths of tranquillity ...to walk in the personally chosen ways of
darkness

There are people who will not return to ordered society. They have cast the diein favour of "darkness'.
In Psalm 88.13 "darkness" is used of Sheol. Ultimately darknessis a denial of light as the counsel of
Satan denies the truth of Christ.

Who shinein the execution of evil and dance a jig when things change for the wor se.

The perverted pleasure of the wicked takes joy in the turmoil and downgrade in social life

Whose public ways are fraudulent or legally perverse...who are bent in their " rushing about™ or
"revolution”

The wicked strive illegally and they are like the Almond tree they are "early awakeners" but "bent"

(b) To avoi dance of seducers vv 16-22

To snatch you from the woman who sear ches or spies and spreads news...from one who feigns
being a stranger speaking her smooth wor ds The seductressis presented as one who "winnows" for
what she wants. A like danger is the flattering woman who presentsin a disguise like Tamar.

Who desertsthe familiar of her youth...and for getsthe covenant of her God

Solomon war ns against women who break fromtheir early yoke-fellow (Hebrew pla of an ox and
learning the ways of another ox under the same yoke) and |eaves the covenant of her God-like the
forgotten "sheaf" of Deut 24.19)

For her house bows down to death...and her public pathsto the Rephaim

The latter were the rump of Satan's incursion(s) among mankind by the intercour se of Angels and
women. Thereis a deep spiritual danger lurking here which begins with disrespect for yoke, forsaking
of God and finishes with involvement with Satan

Any who go to her do not return... and they do not attain the public path of those who live God's
life (theliving ones)



Thefinality of failurein thisarea is part and parcel of Solomon's warning. To slide thisway isto
compromise one's eternal destiny.

Thereforewalk in theway of good men...and keep the public paths of therighteous

For thetranquil will dwell in theland..and the perfect or whole will be pre-eminent in it

The rewards of an upright walk are undisturbed residence and living to develop and excel in the land.
But the wicked will be cut off ...and the men of treachery and rapine will be plucked up

The wicked are subject to being cut off as by sword and to being uprooted like plants. They have in the
theocracy no permanent hope. Stability and righteousness go together.

PROVERBS 3

Proverbs and "a second"” life 1-2

My Son you will not forget my Torah i.e. "wander from my finger pointers Hebrew ytryt...and it will
preserve my commandsfor your heart The ultimate object of Torah is Messiah-to whom scripture
points.

For length of daysand changeor "repeatings' of lifei.e. "a second life"(cf Eternal life)...and peace
they will develop for you

The one thing Solomon points up is scriptural wisdom and by that means his commands are
commended. Scripture offers from the fourth command-longevity; New Life by repentance and peace or
"soundness’ "finishing the building of life" and "friendship with God" and "reward" or "prosperity”

The best field partners 3-4

Covenant love and truth will not forsake you

Mercy dsj and Truth tma are essential to living right and making good decisions. Thefirst is love and
kindness and ardour that make a covenant at its own gross expense; the second is probity firmness
faithfulness justice consistency on promises. Where these two are practiced in a god-fearing lifethereis
fruit. They are like two oxen ploughing-while they hold together so much good work can be done. But
agreements without consistency and justice without kindness bring by no means the same harvest.
...Join them on your neck... where "chains of office hang" and ornaments are worthily worn there will
be justice and mercy. Write them on the tables of your heart...and your will find grace and
prudencein the eyes of God & man the "tables of the heart" asin 2 Corinthians 3.3 deAzo1 gpevov
fit together well and if we have "made a covenant” with the LORD then we will show mercy to our
fellows. The original tablets were broken but these are linked for ever with "grace" and

prudence’ (which can mean 'success or ‘doctrinal discourse’)

Solomon knows God will honour His covenant (cf " The sure mercies of David Psalm 107.43) and his
faithfulnessis sure. God will not divorce us but we need to demonstrate that we belong to the Lord and
that he has given us these ornaments. Divine grace and set purpose are to remain like the second law
on the tablets of our hearts.

Three ways to keep covenant 5-10

1. SET YOUR HOPE IN THE DIRECTION OF OR "TRUST IN" THE LORD WITH
ALL YOUR HEART..AND DO NOT LEAN ON YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING.,
Theideais"Don't try to be your own minister” for your heart. God alone can understand direct and
cleanse the heart.

2. EXPERIENCE THE LORD IN ALL YOUR PERSONAL WAYS... AND HE WILL
MAKE YOUR PUBLIC PATHS TRANQUIL

Do not become wisein your own eyes...Fear the LORD and turn away from evil

Experiencing God means prayer and study of His word. Personal ways affect public service. Don't be
your "Doyen". Solomon is warning against such a trap as Saul fallsinto by consulting evil spirits (1
Samuel 28.3)

It will be" healths' or "recovery" toyour stomach nerves...and moistening or marrow to your
bones before current medicine Solomon has touched upon the lower or automatic nervous system and
also on the vital role played by bone marrow in the blood. An experience of the lord and a prayerful life
has a salutary effect on routine health.



3. HONOUR THE LORD FROM YOUR COMFORTABLE CIRCUMSTANCES (Hebrew
mh " easy circumstances'.) Thisis not "giving to the king" but "giving to God" that Solomon is emphatic
about. ...and thefirst of all that comestoyou Honour the LORD with the "first things' that "come”
to you i.e. with all your "first things' or accomplishments.

And your underground storehouseswill rest ... your reservoirs of new winewill overflow

Both wheat and wine stores were underground in those days. The first will remain unused so abundant
isthe crop. The second will "be redundant”. Solomon is saying -that good circumstances are those in
which your stores would last without your harvest. They needn't be touched.

God's love & discipline were both seen in Sol onon's ancestry. 11-
18

Do not be frightened by the LORD

My son do not melt at the discipline of the LORD...do not befrightened at Hisrebuke

Don't melt away from things of faith or reject them; don't fear when you wake up to his argument in
conscience or rebuke. God is very direct yet he delightsin his"Davids'. . Do not be aroused as out of a
dream like Jacob beholding the staircase to heaven or Pharaoh viewing the fat and lean cattle.

For whom the LORD loves Herebukes...as a Father the son in whom he takes pleasure

God inclines to His children, delights in them, counts them friends. His delight isin the "association”
and the gifts exampled. Naomi and Elkanah were loved of God-though they left the Promised Land.
Happy isthe man who discover s spiritual wisdom...who obtains under standing from another or
givesit to another

Adamwas "happy" in finding "Eve" Genesis (2.20)

(Hebrew gip which can mean "to be an arbiter or mediator” for someone or "gain the mediatorial help
of another as to gain comprehension-it can also have both significances. One is tempted to see Boaz
and Ruth in this happy combination of spiritual new life -exchanging wisdom)

The wealth resulting from her merchandiseis better than a profit of silver... and her coming than
gorgeous gold

Literally the merchandise of wisdom is better than travelling with silver or hording up gold.

Solomon is encouraging his readers to trade in wisdom-to communicate the faith!

Sheisscarcer than rubies... and all you could desireis not comparable to her. The return of Naomi
creates a sensation and the love story of Ruth and Boaz is a ruby tale. The ruby gemstone speaks of
desire and the passion of human love-but the wisdom of Boaz and Ruth by its regenerating power,
covenant commitment and skill under God's guidance enriched it far more

Length of daysisin her right hand...

We may say that the right hand shows the blessings in this life and the Samuel hand (the covered or
hidden hand-given as a pledge of promises-so the blessings prophesied of the life to come. Thisisthe
fundamental reason why Solomon hails "wisdom'". So here the process of discipline leads through life to
the best -to long days-and to the Glory that follows. Naomi found little Obed the nourisher of her" old
age")... in her left happinessand glory. In her "covered hand" of the futureisa "build up of
happiness" as opposed to a" build up of gold"

Her ways are sweet and " Naomi" like... and wher e she treads is peace assurance prosperity.
Here "raised highways" in the desert are roads where you will meet others and speak "peace” -a
beautiful event apropos this case isthe meeting in NT times of Philip with the Ethiopian eunuch.

Even the hard days did not change the heart of Naomi-she was wise and liberal and kind. Her mood
was sombre and she passed through bitter experience but she saw prosperity rebuilt. Solomon may have
been thinking back to his wise great-great-great grandmother

Sheisatreeof lives tothose who are bound constant confirmed urgent upon her

...Happy arethose who hold fast to her There can be little doubt but that Solomon has Ruth-his
great-great grandmother in mind.

Ruth "bound her hand” to Naomi who was spiritually wise. She took the way of life.

The earth's spiritual foundation 19-20
The LORD in the house of wisdom founded the earth...the heavens He Himself has constantly
established in the house of under standing. The Hebrew "founded" is dsywhich speaks of a



"foundation stone". Earth was not just made as a scientific experiment. God laid the stone and engraved
it. It wasa "wisdom" or "salvation" stone and carried the writ of the creator that this planet was to be
one with "salvation history" with the elements of "regeneration” "covenant love" and skilful guidance’
involving the entire trinity. The mighty rock plates that interlock in the earth were laid by the LORD
and the heavens were prepared or "Aimed” by the LORD. The planet is the preserve of the triune God.
In Job 8.8 we have reference to "the first generation” and "the former age".

In the house of his personal awar eness the depths boiled out...the dust clouds were dropping light
rain. "By His knowledge the depths divide themsel ves up”. There was a period of great unsettlement
and then a time of steady abundant fruitfulness. In psalm 65.12 "fatness" islinked to a "visitation" of
God. God watched over the commotion of the earth in the days of the deluge to bring in circumstances
of renewed fruitfulness. Fruitfulnessis fostered by the turmoil of change!

Ten Things not to do 21-31

1. My son beasa city watchman asto calm and level mind and meditated purpose...let them not
leave your eyes.

Keep "green" and verdant and "sprouting” "level headedness' and "calm compensation of mind" and
"personal private meditation" (Hebrew Ayv hmzm mzm’) do not allow them to grow away from you -like the
almond tree leaning the other way. Holding to a firm purpose and keeping a constant attitude are vital
to living right

They will belifeto your soul... and graceto your neck

2. Then you will walk securein your path and your foot will not beinjured Hebrew pyn Hereis
something that casts light on the quotation that Satan uses from Psalm 91.12 in Matthew 4.6. There has
to be meditation of scripture and right purpose with a calm not sinister scheming mind in the person
who avoidsinjury. No rushing -much meditation.

3. When you liedown you will not fear You will not "tremble" Hebrew dhp (literally "curveupin
your bed")...also when you lie down in the evening of your change of gar ment. This means that there
are two "lying downs'-the first on earth-the second heavenly. Both will be sweet. Both involve change
of garments and they are secure for the purposeful saint who lives with quiet trust.

4. Do not fear the onewho or that which causes sudden accident...and the crash of the wicked for
it will come. The word matp signals a house crash of the nature that Jesus spoke of in his story about
two houses. As No.10 shows Solomon also speaks about two houses

For the LORD will bein the house of your confidence... Hebrew Isk "inward strength” or "loins’
...and keep your foot from being caught

5. Do not restrain good from the husband of good...when it isin your hand to do it

Hebrew [7m"do not bolt out" others from the good they deserve as the husband deserves the provision
of the wife

Literally 'Do not "dam up" good'..."do not restrain the flood tide of good'. So we are encouraged to
"bring rivers of blessing” to our friends and society. Deferred good is sin. It islike keeping a husband
and wife apart.

6. Do not say to your neighbour, " Go and return”..." Tomorrow | will giveyou" when | have
wealth We have no promise that tomorrow will give like opportunity. Financial obligations are to be
undertaken promptly

7. Do not devise evil against your neighbour...who livestrustfully beside you Hebrew vrj meaning
‘do not by magic art or a sharp tongue devise evil against your neighbour or "do not plough in the seeds
of evil against your neighbour (the one close to you who trustsin you) "“Love your neighbour as
yourself" -the element of trust can forward matters of faith

8. Do not strivewith a man gratuitoudly... if he has done you no wrong literally" do not rashly or
gratuitously" quarrel with your neighbour if he has not brought camel loads of evil to you!

Solomon is putting in place the safeguards of a peaceful society

9. Do not behot or angry with a man of violence... The man of "oppression” Hebrew sm "the rebel”
"the oppressor".

10. Do not choose any of hisways Literally "Do not buy hisways" or "Don't model yourself* on the
way he does things.



God' s cushion 32-35

For the perverseisan abhorrencetothe LORD... and his secret iswith thetranquil literally "his
cushion” -the place where He sitsis where He invites the righteous to sit...It is His place of familiarity-
his place of familiar converse" where He consults and takes secret counsel or reveals that counsel to
His beloved.

The curse of the LORD is on the house of the wicked (Satan and those who deceive) Genesis
3.14...and therest of the righteous He blesses that is -where the righteous sits-his house and pasture.
If He scornsthe scorners ... Those who mock the sacred He mocks (cf Proverbs 1.26) The LORD isthe
"judge of all" He gives grace to the humble(or)the afflicted. Naomi in the line of David found grace
and her daughter in law Ruth in her affliction found grace. Thisis the LORD'Sway with those who call
on Himin affliction.

The spiritually wiseinherit Glory ...and thereward of those who fatten themselvesis shame.

We are shown the eternal good that comes of spiritual wisdom and the shame that results from living to
the flesh or literally "attending to the stomach” Shame is the contumacy of "giants' or "fools' Hebrew
Iysk Herethe end of Goliath may well bein view. The contumacy that despised the LORD ended in
shame not only for this giant but for the Nephilim of ancient days.

PROVERBS 4

Di scipline & doctrine 1-3

Hear my sons and obey the discipline of your father, and prick up your earstolearn

under standing by experience. Though the stronger use of rsyisin concert with Proverbs 13.24 "He
that spares the rod hates his son”. Here as used with "hear" and alongside "understanding” it is best
understood as verbal rebuke. For | am giving you cheerful -ethical and captivating doctrine; do not
forsake my Torah. Here Solomon refers to the bounds of law he has established for his family. For
when | wasjust a son of my Father, small and tender and the only one belonging to the faces of
my mother he also taught me (Hebrew Ary "laid a foundation™") and spoke to me. Solomon is saying
that David affirmed Bathsheba's sweet rebuke.

Sol onon quotes David 4B-13

L et my words hold themselves or adhereto your heart. Hear my instructionsand live thelife of
God. Buy wisdom buy under standing, do not forget or turn away from the words of my mouth.
David wanted Solomon to value piety or the skill to interpret prophecy and to value the mediated work
of the Lord revealing truth. Do not forsake her and shewill watch over you; love her and she will
keep you verdant and flourishing. The spiritual life is advised by David as primary. The relationship
with God would ensure "shepherd care" and "freshness’ or "spring like life" Piety isthe principle
thing-so buy piety-in the house of all you buy get mediated under standing. Build up wisdom asa
mound and she will exalt you, shewill honour you because you embrace her. She will give your
head ornaments of grace, shewill keep delivering diademsof glory Thelatter rap are also
"bridegrooms coronets’-of which Solomon had many. But David was teaching that piety would make
Solomon as happy as a bridegroom many times over. Solomon diverted from monogamy to treaties and
marriages of convenience-Solomon appears to be stressing that "grace" and "divine honour" are the
priorities of David and ones which he believes, despite his practice, are best.

Hear and receilve my words, my Son, and theyears of thelife you have will be" many" or great”.
In the path of piety | conceived you; | caused you to walk in the public ways of straightness. When
you walk slowly to mount up your stepswill not be grievous and when you run you will not totter.
Hold on to foundational doctrine or discipline -do not be slack or desert her -sheisyour life. Here
Solomon shows that from the first he taught his children piety. He continued to teach them the public
application of wisdom. He showed wisdom opened the path to mounting higher in life and stressed the
basic and fundamental nature of piety.

Two pat hs 14-22

Do not go in the public ways of evil men; and do not keep going straight on in the way of the
wicked. Reect it, do not passinto it, decline (Hebrew hfc) it and passon your way. They do not
sleep unlessthey have done evil, and they are robbed of sleep except they cause someoneto fall.
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For they eat the bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence. The path of therighteousis
aslight-shining splendour of the sun-going on and shining until the full noon. Theway of the
wicked isasdarkness; they do not know what made them stumble. The path leads to the full
undeclining radiance of the LORD'S eternal presence

My son prick up your earsat my oracles, inclineyour earsto my words of promise. Do not let
them bend from before your eyes; keep them in the centre of your heart. For they arelifeto those
who find them and healing to all their flesh. Believe and do not bend scripture promises, many of
which hold in time and eternity.

The prophetic watch-tower of expectation 23-27 (cf2 Tinothy 4.8)
Watch over your heart from the watch-tower (Hebrew rz) for the goingsforth of life belong from
there. Put away (Hebrew ris) atwisted or perverted mouth and put far away lipsthat go back.
(Hebrew z1l) Let your eyeslook straight beforeyou and your eyelids straight before you. Weight
up and preparethe path of your feet and let all your ways bewell founded. Do not turn right or
left; withdraw your foot from evil. The heart is the citadel. The mouth must be true; the way we take
is established by truth and constituted by God-prepared (by prayer and the word) and to this path of life
the believer must stay loyal.

In all this advice three things emerges

1. Solomon wants his family to be pious and live as God would have them-god-like

2. Doctrine and discipline are of the fabric of living for God

3. The Heart must be observed from the watch-tower of scripture to survey the tendency of desires and
the way that is taken.

PROVERBS 5

Do not commt adultery 1-6

My son, give ear to my comprehensive lear ning/piety mkj ; inclineyour ear (Hiphil hfn)to my
under standing Solomon is asking for attention because he has piety and a range of skillsin marital
and male-femal e relationships and al so because he has divine prompting and guidance from the LORD.
In order that you may guard honour and watch out for plotsor evil purposesor a" web of

deceit" (Hebrew mm) and that your lips may guard (Hebrew rx»which means to "keep hidden while
observing and being aware" like one watching a vineyard.)What you know intimately. The use of
these two verbsis very kindred. The man watching a garden is openly observing day and night as he
walks about, the vineyard watcher has a tower and is hidden. So there is "the awareness of what to ook
for" and the "culture of privacy"-both are vital in this area.

For thelipsof the" scattering” or "winnowing" or " pressing” or " woman(Hebrew hrz ri)"
strange woman" drip or distil spontaneous drops(Hebrew pfimore like "myrrh™ -honey being mypix-
so that the danger of death and burial are suggested) and her trained seat of perception(HebrewdJiy)
ismorebland or dippery than oil and afterward sheisbitter aswormwood (Hebrew mf1
meaning both "poisonous’ and noxious") sharpened as a blade with two faces (Hebrew ddj intends
"sharpened"” for use and the idea of "two-faced" iswell-suited suggesting a complex character and a
doublelife)Her feet flow down to death The picture is compelling. Solomon uses the word " Jordan" to
describe water which in time becomes salt in the dead sea-so the adulteress flows in apparent loveliness
inexorably towards death. Her feet take her to dangerous places. Her slow delicate stepswill cast her
down to Sheol She seemsto mount but she will fall to her death as a climber Unlessyou level out the
public path of her livesyou will not know her wheels are wandering thisway and that Solomon
adopts the image of a chariot which isall over the place and heis also urging that only by using the
balances of discernment can one know her (Hebrew hd)) -other than by involvement with her.

Do not commt adultery 7-11

And now, my sonslisten to me and do not remove as a degenerate branch from the wor ds of my
mouth, let your way be far from her. Do not go near the open door of her house, lest you give your
honour to those who come after you Solomon advises that his sons would not only thus lose their
"freshness’ but the honour of succeeding Him and walking in the ways of David and give your yearsto
the poisonous or harsh one. Lest strangers are sated by your richesand your laboursarein the
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house of the " stranger™ (Hebrew rk» "foreign” in the sense of " one who follows other gods')lest you
end up growling likealion (for such prey) in your last days and your body and the remnant of
your lifeis consumed or pinesaway.

Last words of regret 12-14

And you say, "How | hated discipline or_correction" (Hebrew rsim"correction by rod") and my
heart regjected and my heart re ected with contempt reasoned pleading (Hebrew hkit) | have not
listened to the voice my trainersnor inclined my ear to those who taught me. | wasasbut a little
(we would say "within an inch") of my life by all theevil in the heart of the congregation and
assembly despite having good teachers and a father's discipline you will say "I was living in a way that
invited ruin right within the people of God"

Faithful in marriage 15-20

Drink water from your own cistern (Hebrew mym of " satisfaction™) and flowing water (Hebrew 17 of
"willing relationship™) should your fountains disper se themselves out of doors, dividing watersin
the streets? L et them be yoursalone and no stranger swith you. L et your well be blessed. The sons
of Solomon are advised to keep their relationships with women modest and centred in home life. They
are advised not to consort with strangers and to seek God's blessing on intimate procreative
relationship-that is-to invoke the Creator Himself in respect of looking towards a family. Rejoice with
thewife of your youth. Asa deer of lovesand a doe of grace... let her breasts satisfy you in every
fit or opportuneor happy time. Always be" intoxicated" with her love (Hebrew fyv )for why, my
son, should you beintoxicated with a strange woman (Hebrew hrz from niz) and embrace the
bosom of a strange dissembling woman

Before the eyes of the LORD 21-23

For theways of aman or husband are straight oppositethe eyes of the LORD and Heisa
constant leveller of all his (theman's) public paths (Hebrew slp meaning "He prepares a way for
Hisanger" or "He holds the balance level"-the LORD is either preparing judgement or supplicating-
what a finelinein herein thisword. Both are entailed-let every man who is alive look back on his
marital life and be utterly thankful if heis still rejoicing in the wife of his youth and if He is conscious of
the blessing of God. Again let every man remember that God's wheels of judgement turn slowly and
stand in awe and let every man be conscious of the grace of Christ the intercessor!)His own grosssins
entrap thewicked and by the ropes of hissin heisheld fast. He shall die because of absence of
discipline and for the greatness of hisfolly he shall wander from the way of divine command or
becomeintoxicated The last word on the matter is that failure of discipline leads to death by folly and
wandering fromthe LORD'S path

PROVERBS 6

The trap of surety 1-5 Wrd anal ysis

The act of surety (Hebrew br[) is such a commitment that the one who undertakesit is like a member of
the Lloyds insurance group or of a building society. The capital that person investsisimprisoned by
promise. So the lives of the insured and the insurer are interwoven. Thereis no facility for withdrawal
from commitment. The word appaBwv as used in Aristotle "Palitics' 1.4.5 "a pledge or deposit
required of those undertaking public works" isalmost letter for letter the Hebrew mbr[ A'RABON which
means "to engage the heart" or "interchange with someone" as in Jeremiah 30.21 "Who is thiswho has
engaged his heart to approach me as a priest?" Fromthisit is patent how deeply the LORD Jesus
Christ is committed to His children. For further study see Genesis 38 17-20 and Ephesians 1.14 where
Paul speaks of the Holy Spirit as the down payment on our lives-His high commitment. cf Also 2
Corinthians 1.22 & 5.5 "sealed with the ARRABON of the Holy Spirit in our hearts' & "He has given us
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the earnest ARRABON of the Spirit so we are always confident” Returning to the Hebrew thereisa
connotation of "sweetness" in the original word. The sweetness comes from the "mix"-how the LORD
THE SPIRIT weaves Hiswill and joy into our lives. It isasif the LORD never wanted to leave us-Heis
eternally committed to us. He has engaged Himself inextricably with usin love-it isasif heiswillingly
trapped in this friendship which must often disappoint Him.

Sol onon on "security" and the "Eternal Security of the Believer"

My son if you go surety for afriend, if you were or will be striking handswith a stranger asa
surety for him you have hooked your self (Hebrew vgy "made yourself a bait") by the wor ds of
promise from your mouth. You are a captive of the words of your mouth (Hebrew dk/I-or in the
Hithpael "you hang together™)

What now? Pull out my son and save your life(Hebrew Ixr a self regarding rescue” drawing out”
despite" "despoiling [the other]" is advised)For you have comeinto the hand of your friend, go and
when you have prostrated your self open your heart to your friend (Hebrew bhr "open your mouth
wide" like our "explain all")Never has the LORD Jesus come over all Christian history and told one of
his own He could not keep a promise. Employing the wise directions of Solomon to assess our "security
in Christ" we conclude He is well able to shoulder his saints. Give no dream sleep to your eyesor
slumber to your eyelids. Deliver yourself asthe (beautiful "swift footed") gazelle from a hand and
asabird (primarily" sparrow") from the hand of the fowler

Do not be lazy 6-15

Gototheant (Literally "The one who cuts') you slothful one; look (with future or prophetic interest)
at her pathsand be practical (even "pious"). Who, having no prince, writer or teacher (of parables)
arrangesor weighs her food or bread in harvest time and gathersin corn harvest. How long O
carelessone will you lie down? When will you risefrom your sleep? A little sleep -alittle sumber.
A little embracing of hands on account of lying with a wife(Hebrew bkv) So comesa” cutting

back (Hebrew 1hm) account or bill and your need asawarrior with a shield In the 2008 economic
scene many have personal experience of the instant danger of a bill-so like an armed man who
threatens very lifeitself . A man of Belial a husband of grossevil walks (in hislife) with a twisted
(deceitful) mouth; he winks (behind others backs) with his eyes; he speaks (Hebrew /1) taps or
stampswith hisfeet; he pointswith hisfingers (Hebrew Aryiterally heisa "pointer”) Change
overthrowing or turning back (Hebrew kphisin his heart )He devises evil every time. He sows
strife

For that reason a heavy burden (Hebrew dya -Job 21.30 -et alii-often " God sent™ ) will come
suddenly. Unexpectedly or_at the opening of the eyes he shall be broken and there will be no
healing. Thislatter isa play on the "winking". He will suffer a heart attack maybe and he will not
recover."

If God should choose | could lose all | have in a moment of time

Things the LORD hates 16-19

These six the LORD hates and these seven are horribleto hissoul. Eyes of pride; atongue of lies
or colouring; handsthat pour out the blood of theinnocent; a heart devising an embroidery of
evil; feet that hasten to run to do evil; afalse witness who speakslies (Hebrew "drying up" bzkinthe
sense that the witness denies or professes not to remember the truth) and one who sows contention or
judgement between brothers.

The LORD hates those who continue in these states (In the original participles arein use to show
"consistent states) the proud; the liar; the murderer; theimmoral; the violent; the false witness, the
rumour monger.

The way back to God 20-23

My son, observe your father's command or commission (Hebrew hix) and do not let go of the law
(Hebrew hrvt "what she pointed out") of your mother. Bind them upon your heart asan apron
continually (theidea of " serving" lies here-serving othersand serving God) Tiethem as ministers
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around your neck. These with "mercy & truth” areregarded in Proverbs 1.9 & 3.3 and in this place as
emblems of "loving service" and of "respectful witness & confession”. Wher ever you will have gone or
to go they will lead you back (Hebrew hjn ""to lead back to former places or ways' cf Job 12.23)
Parents who are faithful to the LORD are the best help towards recovery that an errant youth can have.
In your sleeping (the word bkv used for sleeping with a wife and/ or with the law and commissions of
God in your heart) they will watch over you. When you show signs of waking she (Hebrew is
distinctly " she" not they)-asif you will bethrilled first to meet the divine law with its commission
for the day and start off spiritually. For the commandment isalamp and the Torah islight of day.
A showing by correcting or arguing and maintaining theright of disciplineisaway of life. David
stressed that the Torah was useful for "conversion”-Psalm 19.8. Solomon stated that this manner of
coming to seethe"right" is" A way of life" not just a device for getting one out of bother. The thing a
father suggests and commissionsis like a lamp-it is not as clear as what God's own word says-but it
helpsin the darkness of doubt.

The voice of God through parents serves to guard the noral |ife 24-26
Thesearea hedge or guard against a bad wife; to being taken in by thetongue of aforeign
woman (& her gods); do not covet her beauty in your heart; do not be taken by her eyelids (by
cosmetic beauty) for_between or with a harlot woman a man (is down to) a crust of bread. And the
wife of a man will " eat hisvery soul (Hebrew dix "furnish her table with")

The life-long effect of adultery-and its seriousness before God 27-35
Isit possiblefor a man to takefireinto hisarmsand his clothesnot going up in flames? If a man
walkson aviolently burning firewill hisfeet not be branded? Solomon is making the point that
messing about with other women is no light matter. The adulterer pays a heavy price. He illustrates this
by showing that although the "flame eater” and the fire-walker" by technique or attendant spirits may
emer ge unscathed he who holds fire in his garments and the fakir who walk through raging flames both
court disaster. So ishewho goesin to his neighbour'swife. He who touches (Hebrew [g7"to ssimply
"touch” or meddle with") her shall not be innocent. People do not despise a thief who keeps stealing
because heis hungry-yet, caught, he must restore seven timesover. He will give up all the
possessions of hishome. He who commits adultery with a wife lacks heart. He who so acts
destroys his own soul (Adultery is a spiritual thing) He will find plagues or blows and shameful
discovery and his naked shame will not be blotted out(Hebrew hjmthe word we use for "wiped out"
in the NT too Acts 3.19 &1sa 44.22- hereisthereal acid test and continuing gross reality of adultery-it
is subject to divine remembrance-cf Hebrews 13.4 & Rev 2.22 & 21.8 ) For ardent zeal or jealousy is
a husband'sfury, and hewill not have mercy compassion or pity (Hebrew Imj) in the day of
vengeance. Hewill not lift up thefaces of an offering atonement. He will not beinclined desirous
or poor enough for the greatness of the bribe Even a poor husband who iswronged by a rich man
will be a robust enemy and there will be no "cover up" no atonement.

PROVERBS 7
"W sdom', ny sister 1-5
My Son watch my commands (Hebrew npz "Watch" like your garden™ or "your sheepfold") and lay
them up as store with you (Hebrew /7px to use and bring out on a destined day) Watch or keep my
commands and live or livethelife of God and my law asthe " husband" of your eyes Solomon does
not use the word "appl€" which is"pupil”. In Psalm 17.8 David speaks of himself as the "beloved pupil
of the daughter of God's eye" and in Deuteronomy 32.10 Moses speaks of Jacob as "the bel oved pupil of
God's eye". Solomon's variant is "the husband or ‘master’ of your eyes’-in other words heis
emphasising that the eyes are not so much in this case lovely and star pupils but pupils whose attention
wander s and whose affection for what is taught and whose commitment to the teacher is indifferent.
Bind them on your fingers. The law was bound to the arm since ancient time. Here Solomon seriously
asks his sons to bind his commands to the "forefingers" asringsto act as ever present teachers and
admonishers. Write them on the table of your heart Memorise them. Say to skilful wisdom (cf
1Kings4.29-34 & 10.1 & 5.12- the "gift of God" which begins with assuming God given responsibilities
with His enabling and acquires a wide spread of skills retaining an expansive heart) You are my well
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loved sister. And call under standing your intimate acquaintance. Under standing (Hebrew /b means
"mediator” or "umpire" hence Paul's "umpire of the heart" Col 3.15Bpafsvq) is as Christ within
"acquaintance” in the sense of one you love too much to compromise. They will keep you from the
immor al woman (Hebrew Arz "dispersing” for she spreads herself around, and "examining" for she
wants to know all about you) from the " foreign” one the one you are ignorant of who is smooth and
flattering in her words.

Fromnmy wi ndow at twlight 6-9 A CLASSIC PASSAGE

For at the window of my house | leaned around bending my wholelength and | saw among the
simple(Hebrew ytp "easily enticed”" open-minded”)l well under stood among the sons a youth lacking
in thought or will or wisdom (literally "heart")passing along the Suq or street and he slowly
mounted up theway to her house(Hebrew d[x)in the cool air (cf Gen 3.8 "God walking near-
conscience speaking clear) of the day's twilight( which a poetic Irish professor used to call "day-li-
gone' (day-light-gone) in the beloved little pupil of the darkness of evening; in the obscurity at
sunset Solomon depicts the youth as now a pupil of "darkness' and not "light" or "wisdom". Solomon
watched this activity just outside his own palace. He followed it with interest-he is even able to hear the
words of the harlot in the stillness of the evening-perhaps the gentle evening breeze is carrying the
sound even better

The Harl ot's speech 10-17

And behold a" wife" met him with the dress of a harlot and having observed (Hebrew Passive
Participle of rxn) hisfaults of understanding. She was boisterous or loud (which explains how
Solomon could hear her speech) and rebellious or stubborn. Her feet will not stay in her own house.
At a stroke shewas outsidethewall of her house; at a stroke shewasin the squares so asfast as
the blacksmith could strike his anvil a few times she had moved from one to the other. Reserving and
standing waiting at every corner. She performed her act of pressing upon him (Hiphil
performative) and kissed him on the mouth. With a consoling face she spoke to him promisingly.
My thank offering of friendship are owed , just today | have fulfilled my promise-for that very
reason | came to meet you; to seek your face since morning and now | have found you.

| have spread the couches of my curtained bed-variegated colours of Egyptian thread work the
implication is -you would enjoy being there-you should seeit. | have perfumed myself my bed with
myrrh aloes and cinnamon The implication-lets go-for pleasing cocktail of love and ambience are
well understood by loose persons

My husband is not at honme 18-20

Come let us breathe and enjoy love (Hebrew nydd the "touching” or "caressing”) until morning. Let us
get ourselves hidden away in love for my husband isnot at home. He has gone on a distant
journey. He hastaken a purseof silver in hishand and he will come home on thefirst day of full
moon We note that it was quite dark at twilight in v9 so this was not just a one night stand-it was the
beginning of a dangerous adulterous relationship.

He yi el ded-he did not know it would take his life 21-23

With her flowing talk sheinclined or turned him to take her. With her smooth lips shewasfree
with him. Hewent after her stroke by stroke as an ox to the slaughter, aswhen fetterscorrect a
fool until an arrow pierced hisliver. Asa sparrow precipitate to the snare he had noidea he was
in danger of hislife & soul.

Clearly he was readily seduced. He found her liberal with fondling caresses and walked with her. His
end was an arrow in the stomach. The king knew his end. Whether the king was privy to his downfall or
did not interfere we must read onto discover.[for those who cannot wait turn to Chapter 22.14) What we
do know is that in consorting with this woman the simple youth transgressed the moral law and violated
rights of a husband in the affections of his wife.

Prostitution-the way to hell 24-27

Now my sonslisten to me, prick up your earsto the words of my mouth. Do not reach for her
waysto belong to her heart. Do not wander into her beaten path or way of life. She has been the
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fall of great ones pierced through or laid open. And all slain by her were strong men her housethe
pathsto Hell going down to the private rooms of death

PROVERBS 8

This chapter isto be read in the light of the tragic end of the "simple"(Chap.7) and constitutes God's rescue plan
After weeping in the streets for the victim of the progtitute the evangelical call goes out calling men to Christ.
"W sdom s work" 1-11

(1)Hasnot "wisdom" been crying and will it not weep (or)proclaim (or)call to itself Hebrew arg
will " prudence’ not causeitsvoiceto bereceived (or)locateits defensive voice (or) makeits
voice? (Heard)(2)In the supreme place (or)summit of high places by the side of the trodden path
house of beaten pathsor busy highways she will station her self The effect is that wisdom and
prudence will seek and obtain key position in rule and defence and supervision and it has always been
s0.(3) Belonging to the hand(Hebrew dy meaning "power of government") of the gates belonging to
the entranceto the city where (you) comein the door s she will celebrate joyously Solomon sees
wisdom as attentive to national and city defence and celebrating because of her vigilance. He sees
"wisdom" prepared to get involved and as intimately in touch with what is taking place. (4)Toyou O
husbandsand warriors| am calling and my voiceisto the sons of man Wisdom is not choosy but
cares about everyone. (5)Simple oneslearn (or better) teach craft or skill of thought, and foolsteach
affection (or) purposeful thinking (or) wisdom. The Hiphil imperatives are more suited to the concept
of "teaching” than "learning" although teaching entails learning. It is prudent to teach those who are
easily enticed to be wary and wily as it is to teach those who have no faith and low morals to follow the
divine purpose and lifestyle of which they become in time exemplars and exponents.

(6)Listen for | rangein order Hebrew rbd (which Dutch etymologists traced to theroot "arrangein
order") excellent or noblethingsliteral Hebrew "first things' djyn (7) and the opening of my lipsis
because of the things of integrity justice (or)valour The spiritual wisdom of Solomon was concerned
(a) to have priorities of faith in order and (b)to affirm both the basis and applications of justice.(8) For
my seat of discernment Hebrew Jkj meditates or murmurstruth and my lips detest wickedness.
(9)AIll the illumining words of my mouth arein righteousness, none of them is™ spin" Hebrew Itp
or will incriminate me (or) pervert right. They areall " plain in front of him" to the man of
understanding and " straight" to the man who searchesfor knowledge by experience. Receive my
instruction and not silver and personal experience (of me) rather than choosing for your self
bright gold dug from the earth (Hebrew zrj) (10) for wisdom is better than rubiesand all delights
will not compare or beon alevel with her.

W sdom s eternal Son
W sdom s counsel (is eternal) 12-21
| wisdom dwell with prudenceor skill....Hebrew Amr[... and | discover (theissues) of experience
and counsdl. Thefear of the LORD isto hateevil, lifting up oneself and glorious pride. | hatethe
perver se mouth. Planning power Hebrew hx[ and the setting up of anything Hebrew Ayvit belongs
to me. | am understanding or mediated explanation and warrior strength belongsto me. By me
kingswill reign and august princeswill have decreed justice. By meprincesruleright and nobles
-all the judges of righteousness. The need for wisdom in ruling peoples goes without saying and the
wise Spirit of God speaking in scripture is making bold to say that the One who uniquely imper sonates
wisdomis Sovereign over kings. My fruit isbetter than bright solid gold and my income than self
selecting silver. | will goin the public path of righteousness The Sovereign LORD speaking in
scriptureis stating His willingness to tread the winepress-to move among men, in the middle of the
popular beaten paths of justice to cause those who love me Hebrew bha meaning "breath after me"
or prove a friend as Abraham was called a "friend of God" Isaiah 41.8 to inherit wealth. Asthe
passage moves towards a clearer view of Christ the sovereign LORD is declaring in scripture that He
will enable justice and cause men to inherit that which is more precious than earth's greatest riches. |
will fill their treasuries Hebrew rxa meaning "the hidden inside treasuries of the heart and soul of
man” In truth the Spirit of God rulesin the heart for Christ and "the infilling" of the Holy Spiritisa
doctrine clearly taught in the NT. cf Acts9.17
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W sdom s covenant (is eternal) (cf the divine and human) 22-26

The LORD possessed me.. Hebrew fng meaning "riches'...at thefirst of Hiswaysor " goings' or
treadings before his" glorious deeds’ from formerly Hebrew zam meaning in NT times that Christ the
wisdom of God was present from before the first actions God took to stir the universeinto life-before
any act God took to create. My " pouring out in covenant” or "my inter-twining" was froma"remote"
or hidden era" or "eternity”. (Daniel has a usage similar "from eternity to eternity” or "hidden to
hidden" Dan2.20)From sovereign leader ship before the earth was. In the economy or house when
there were no abysses-no "space" no "seas' no "black holes'. | was continually waiting " remaining
strong" Hebrew ytlIyj with the significance of fitness for warfare. A fitness of virtue twisting around
(the Father) The action hereis as two people dancing. Thus the Son was the Father's delight or asthe
theologians say,” continually generated” whichis| believe the most confusing rendering in view of
Christ's co-eternality. So to summarise:

(a) Before deeds registered in the bible or any movements ther eto.

(b)As the ultimate sovereign outside time

(c)Fit for the cross even in those pre-creation days.

(d)Delighting the Father and drawing strength and joy from their relationship of perfection.

In the house of no fountains making themselves heavy with water. Earth has not yet come into
being. Before the mountains had been sealed or dipped into the water. Solomon indicates that just
as at the flood so at earth's beginnings the mountains were under the waters which yielded to mighty
ancient fountains. It would seem there were massive volumes of water creating weight and
overwhelming all land. Befor e the elevations of summits| wasfit, delighting, living. Before He
made earth and lands. Before the geography of the pre-diluvian world came into shape...and the first
dust of theworld out of which man could be made. Man was made after the waters were divided into
seas and hydrosphere.

W sdom s conpani onship (is eternal)
The one who co-authored "creation" speaks through Sol onon of His
experience 27-31
When He performed the preparation of the heavens| wasthere. The heavens were prepared as a
meal. Saturn retains the name Chiun or "cake". The heavens were "established" or "constituted" and
had been prepared like a meal in a kitchen before arriving on the table. | wasin the house Hebrew b
(or "redemption” economy) of His decree when He drew a circle upon the faces of the deep The
earth with its waterswas a "globe" (I was) in the house when He made firm and nimble the dust
cloud (or) firmament from above. (I was) in the house of making mighty the fountains of the deep.
| wasin the house of His settlement when He gave His ordinance to the sea and its waterswill not
pass" hislip" The edge of the sea at any time is actually the edge of the command of God-the two
wordsin Hebrew areidentical ph. (I wasthere) in the house of his engraving of the foundations of
the earth. The statement is unusual -and depicts the LORD engraving the foundations or portraying
them when the ordinance Hebrew gqj was made and before their existence. | wasthere at Hisside an
ar chitect or trustworthy continuing support-the Hebrew is mma from /ma. And | was day by day His
delight. Hebrew [[v In the "acts of creation” day by day the Son "delighted” the Father in the sense of
giving such delight that the Father was "blind to all else" -even the glory of heaven itself did not
surpass what was now in train. The succession of days as it culminated in the creation of man gave
utmost joy.
Solomon leaves us in no doubt as the Spirit and Wisdom of God inspires him that during these creation
days the Father's love and "delight" in the Son involved very especial demonstration of affection
(especially in the light of the love that Christ was in time to demonstrate on the cross under the eternal
decree to make man (Genesis 1.27) This form of the verb my[v[vis otherwise used in Jeremiah 31.20. of
the "merriment” of rebuilt and reconstituted Israel in Messiah's time. So the merriment of the days of
creation and the merriment of the millennium grab the headlines for the most joyous timesin all
scripture and "under the sun.”
(&) Smiling or laughing or exchanging humour for the joy and laughter also "belonged"” to the
Father's face" Hebrew Pidl of pjvon every (proper) time The Son of God speaks of those times as
"happy times.
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(b)Rejoicing continually (Hebrew Pid) in thefertileinhabitable world of God'searth. The
oikoumene in Greek-the "house that abides long" Thisidea of "God's world" occurs also in Job 37.12
and Psalm 90.2. In thefirst instance the weather-with its hurricanes and frost and fertilising rain
remain in God's hands to frustrate men and forward His plans; in the second Moses confirms that
before "the world of God's earth” from"hidden time to hidden time" the LORD is God( in three
persons.)

(c)Rgaicing intensely with the happy sons of men. Another Piel, and an "intensive" Pilel to convey
the impression of "multiplied joy" as children are born within the human race and as they find genuine
joyinthe LORD. Thisjoy is proclaimed in the NT in connection with the salvation of souls-in Luke
15.10.

The ground of human happi ness 32- 36

Now my sonslisten to me, for happy are those who keep my ways Thisis not Solomon speaking of
himself -thisis the LORD speaking to those in whom He rgjoices. Hear instruction or "teaching by
yoke" Hebrew rsimand be" spiritually and practically wise" or " fit to judge" Hebrew mkj and do
not disdain it Hebrew [rp which means "to let a horse loose -to let go of the bridle-to throw discipline
to the wind. The teaching is to "submit to the divine yoke" and live a disciplined life failing which one's
conduct becomes loose and even dangerous and may be compared to the state of a runaway horse.
Happy isthe man who keeps listening to me watching Hebrew dgv meaning "fixing attention" day
by day upon my door s In thisinstance the word for the "actual door” not so that we might go in or out
but so that we might be ready for the Master's new appointments and live in expectation of His
company. It probably continues the rural idea where the farmer's presence arouses the farmto activity
daily. ..Watching the posts of my doors. Hebrew jtp "open doors' Here the commandment was
traditionally lodged by Jews and here the blood of the atonement was applied every year. So the
Mezuzahs would declare the great day of remembrance when all the sons would come in to the feast
that reminded them of the LORD'S great salvation. For the finder of me finds lives meaning he finds
God to be his father, the indwelling Spirit in his soul and the Saviour bringing him peace and new
security. and moves delight to and fro or furnishes Hebrew gip delight Hebrew nixr is basically
"delight” but also hasto do with" the goodwill and benefits’ of grace. ..from the LORD. But hewho
sinsviolates his soul .All who hate me breathe after death. The hatred of our creator or putting Him
far fromthe centre of our livesis"friendship" with death -it is licentious intercourse-a vain intimacy
and alternative delight bound up with terrible consequences.

PROVERBS 9

The Seven Pillars of w sdom1

Having introduced "Wisdom'" in such a fashion as to point to the centre of the throne of God and of the lamb
Solomon goes on to answer a number of questions littered among the proverbs that follow. He does not give us
the original question which can be asked in any number of ways but, quite wonderfully, the answer he gives
meets a whole spectrum of concerns under the given topics.

Thefirst question is the most fundamental of all, though one should observe that it is not about "How to get
wisdom." Solomon gained wisdom by asking the LORD for it. Jamesin the NT concurs, "If any man lack wisdom
let himask of God". Thisisabout "What lifeis about?"-not just character but the "hewing" and honing of the
Spirit of God working in us and our working out of these same basics day on day in our lives.

1. The question of the chief purpose and tasks of man?

cf Shorter catechism Q.1 which mirrors this answer!

Q. What is the work of wisdom in day to day life? Or more simply, "What is life's purpose or chief end?"
A. Wisdom's work is begins and continues by prayer and is sevenfold! Producing salvation;
sound judgement; open to advice; firmness in the right; courage against the adversary; a
learner and teacher; meek and God-fearing! The crux isthat Solomon has a profound grasp of

eternal life (Greek {wn) which he takes as the ground of thislife (Greek Biog)
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Wisdoms" has' built her house. The grammar is strange-the facts are right. The word "wisdoms" isin
the plural. It is colloquial-as we would say, " The Browns have built a house". It is essentially Mr.Brown
who seestoit but it isa family home. Here" wisdoms" are led by the Spirit -hence the feminine tenseis
used. In1Kings 6.1 the term " build" is used of "laying the foundation™ but generally it isused of a
permanent base for life. She has hewn as a stone cutter her seven pillars. The Holy Spirit is
associated with perfection. If we compare the "pillars' with the properties of the LORD'S Spirit in
Isaiah 11 wefind

1. To God given eternal life or "The Life of God in the soul of man - Pillar No.1 hyh

2. Wisdom or "fitness to judge and decide aright”-Pillar No.2mkj

3. Understanding or "receiving advice" or "Mediator led appreciation"="Christ led living"-Pillar
No.3mb

4. Courage or backbone-"firmness in the cause of right-Pillar No.4 hz[

5. The desire to strive for (spiritual) victory or the will to win with God-Pillar No.5 Aribyg

6.A bank of experience (or)Personal experience of God and the ability to teach -Pillar No.6 tfd

7. The submissiveness and meekness that "honours" and reverences the LORD -Pillar No.7 ymda ary

| am convinced that Isaiah did not pull these mighty principles out of the air. Both he and Solomon
before him knew them and lived by them. They are vital to every age of the LORD'S people.
Thereislabour behind all of these. No.1 The labour of conscience as one is moved by the Spirit and
called to receive Life by faith. No.2The labour of putting all the evidence together to make wise
decisions-assimilates to the long training of a lawyer. No.3 The labour of insisting that this poor self
grow less and less and Christ become all in all; No.4 The courage to lie for months and yearsin prison
if need be for the cause of right or of taking up the cross; No.5-the striving against sin clad with all
God's armour is as daunting a task as any soldier is given among the wild tribesmen of Helman
province Afghanistan. No.6-Becoming familiar with scripture and receiving training so as to teach
others. Finally, No.7-the discipleship that starts on the long journey of faith and the discipline of
walking with God and teaching His truth; above all the wisdom to watch with eternal vigilance against
the subtle enemy of pride. Of the seven pillars unless they stand in a row as mere ornamentation "one"
must stand on its own. That oneis, | believe, the seventh "the fear of the LORD" which is featured at
v.10.

2. The question of a (social & spiritual) rescue plan? 2-6

Q. How do you rescue those deluded by sin?

A. You spend and send and persist! After the example of Christ Luke 4 18-19

Wisdom has slaughtered her meat to cook; she has mixed or spiced her wine. " Wine is the best of
medicines; where wine is wanting doctorsthrive." is a more recent Jewish proverb. The habit
predominant among the ancients was to mix sometimes 3 and other times Sparts of water with 1 of wine
so it would be refreshing but slightly exciting. To drink "unmixed" wine was regarded as "barbarian”.
Wisdom secures against drunkenness. She hasalso " stretched out" her table-" extended it" (or)

" estimated her table". Hebrew Jr[ Wisdom has related the table both to utmost generosity and utmost
expense. How fine a parable of our Saviour's gospel provision! She has sent out her maidens John
Kitto in loci has an example of 10 maidens calling out in the sharp traditional recurrent "Lille' Lille
Lille' call. Thisgeneral call by as many attendants as can be mustered is enhanced by her own call She
was calling (or) will call from at the back part Hebrew ypg of the high places of the city. Wisdom
sends them on their way to the thoroughfares while she combs the slums and ghettoes. Hear her
Whoever isopen to persuasion move or comeover here. Thisinvitation is one of some significance.
It does not just mean come to a feast-it means "change your ways' Hebrew rsy-as Elijah turned into the
widow's house in 2 Kings 4.8 for permanent benefit, your poor life style-everything about you. And the
failing of heart or onelacking compassion or destitute she saysto him, " Come eat in the house of
my bread." Thisisa Mephibosheth-like invite to those despairing in the land where no good word
cheers. And drink in the house of wine of my mixing. Sheis providing the best for the poor. For sake
the open enticements and (youthful) delusionsand really live and go straight or live happily in the
way or Road of under standing Thisinvitation is to change address and with it change to upright
living and a happy lifestyle and leave the back streets of sin. cf Amy Carmichael Dohnuvar; Dave
Wilkerson New York; The Lighthouse, Chicago-all of which gave 24/7 support to people in need.
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3. The question of rebuke 7-9

Q. I got into trouble for rebuking a colleague. Where did 1 go wrong?

A. Be careful whom you rebuke, expect come-back. Reproof works to advantage with the just
Rebuking or reproving(as a continuoustask) Hebrew rsythe mocking or impudent one(who
imitates another derisively) meanstaking the contempt or " making light" or "roasting" Hebrew
hlgthat belongsto him In other words you receive the same treatment as the person you defend was
handed out. He who in one (perfor mative) act argues and proves his point with the wicked receives
theblot that belongsto him. In other words to "have it out” with a seriously violent person leaves a
mark on one's life. The Hebrew word siamis used in Job 31.7 in the sense of "blot". It can mean "stain”
and connects with the verb sim meaning "to be rejected of men". Solomon, for example, must have got a
bad press when he had Joab slain by Benaiah. Solomon is saying "thereisa price to pay" but the wise
must pay the price. After all Jesus was " despised and rejected of men” largely because he withstood and
rejected the temple money laundering and scheming of the priests. Do not in one act perform the
reproof of theimpudent by argument or in aface-up lest he hateyou in future. Having made your
point in a session with the wise man -he will love you in future. We need to take stock of the
character with whom we deal. The wise will not loose a friendship over being put straight. He will till
be amiable.

Give correctiveinstruction to the wise and he will be wise mor e frequently Hebrew dif or " over
and over again" asaresult. Makeajust or righteous man awar e (of hiswords deeds acts or
attitudes) and hewill increase (his) learning or persuasive instruction

4 The question of long life.10-12

Q. Does living God's way make a difference?

A. Other things being equal it goes for a longer life!

Reverencefor the LORD isthe serious beginning or " opening up” of wisdom The Hebrew word
"beginning" used hereis I1j which in Genesis describes the time when Noah "began to plant a
vineyard" and when "men began to call on the LORD." These were serious changes in conduct and
wer e both early beginnings of a pattern of life soon to emerge. And the knowledge of the Holy (Ones)
isunderstanding or " the ability to umpire between" Hebrew Ayb For by meyour dayswill be
many or " great" or "enough" and years of lifewill be added to you Wisdom makes the difference
between choices which have significantly different longevity outcomes. If you are wise you are wise
for your (own good) If you act impudent or scoff you alone bear (the consequences.) or offer your
life up. Hebrew hwvi Thereis no doubt for Solomon that upright living is attended by beneficial life
expectancy. The longest lived members of the human race anciently were God fearers.

5. The question of prostitution 13-18

Q. How can sinful gratification of sex be avoided?

A. Avoid the location, don't be duped by sweet talk; be aware of eternal consequences

The NT teaches that "no (practicing) fornicator” shall be found in heaven. 1 Cor 6.9, Rev.21.8

A woman (or) wife of follies (or giants) ishumming like a harp Hebrew hmh (Sheis) " open wide"
signifying her revealing appearance and seductive heart or easily enticed and she does not why. The
tune of her heart is mournful but she has no depth of spirituality to grasp how near to tragedy she
walks. And she performs her session at the door of her house upon a common seat Hebrew ask

In thevicinity of Hebrew /[ the important places of the city. To call those who pass by on the way-
those who go straight on their public paths of life. " Whoever is open (or) persuaded let him turn
about here. And he who needs affection or wants love Hebrew b/ rsj -to him she says, " The secret
seminal waters are sweet or pleasant and the flesh (bread) of hiddennessis beautiful” She does
not know that the giants Hebrew myapr ar e there. Those who have been meeting or having

inter course with her arein the unsear chable depths of Sheol. Solomon is making us awar e that
fornication is a matter in which hell has an interest. The devil and demons are involved at the centre of
this vile conduct which is the reason why it stands alongside the sin of the ancient Nephilim who
produced Rephaim or giants. But the prostitute is blissfully unaware that those anciently engaged as
sheisarenow in hell.

20



PROVERBS 10

SECTI ON 2. 10. 1-22. 16

PREBENDARY WO E OESTERLEY ARGUED PLAUSBLY THAT FROM AN ORIGINAL BANK OF
PROVERBS APPARENTLY COUNTED BY A SCRIBE AND FOUND TO BE 375 WE HAVE THIS
RUMP. CERTAINLY WE CAN SAY THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD HASCHOSEN TO USE THE
SAYINGS SET DOWN IN PROVERBSBOTH IN ISRAEL FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARSAND LONG
AND WIDELY IN THE CHURCH. THE NAME "HEZEKIAH" (HEBREW hyg/hy) READS
NUMERICALLY (=10 + H=5+/7=7 +Q=100+ /=10+ H=5 GIVING 375)

The simlitudes or conparisons of Sol omon hAmlv ylvn

This section of the book includes chapters 10-15 and features comparisons of the life of the wise with
that of the fool-which class includes the imprudent, the impious, the gossip, the "big fellow" or boastful
and the sluggard among others.

This chapter takes the form of a series of 25 contrasts between the "righteous' and "agitators" or
"terrorists’ intheir extreme form-certainly the "noisy" or "perturbing" sort of people. Seventeen of
these contrasts are based on a right and affectionate way of life against which the stark contrasting
heart and acts of the wicked are set out. There are then Three further contrasts which feature the
decline of the fortunes of the wicked from enjoying a fun attitude to wrong downgrading through fear to
terrible calamity. The final Six contrast the bright future of the righteous with the ruin of the wicked.
These proverbs are part of a larger traunche of 129 proverbs which are mingled with 22wise
declarations through chapters 10-15

Wsdomis active & assiduous 1-7

A son of wisedecision isjoy of father and a son of folly ispain (of mind) of his mother.

The hoarded treasures of a wicked man do not once perform (Hebrew Hihpil of " to profit” wly[iy)
but righteousness (of the righteous) snatches from death in one act.

The LORD will not perform the famishing of thelife of the righteous but He will push away or
repel the desire of thewicked or thrust hislife into darkness Hebrew pdh

Hewho does business with a fraudulent hand will be poor but the hand of the man whois
assiduous or hastens Hebrew xirto histask will makerich.

Hewho gathersin summer isson of " prudence" or "the man who crossed his hands' Hebrew kv
(i.e) Isaac but hewho lies senseless or stupefied in harvest isa son of shame.

Blessing belongs to the head of the righteous but violence covers the mouth of the wicked

The memory of therighteousisfor blessing but the name of the wicked oneswill begin torot in
life. (Hebrew bgr)

The inprudent in speech 8-17
Thewise of heart will take commands but the imprudent of opening or restraining lips (Hebrew
mytpv ) will be thrust to the ground
Hewhowalksin uprightness walksin faith confidence or security (Hebrew hfb) but he who twists
or pervertshisways (Hebrew vg[) will be known (by peoples) experience (of him)
Hewho winks behind another’'s back (Hebrew xrq) will givetrouble or pain, but a man imprudent
of lipswill bethrust down.
The mouth of therighteousisawell of lives, but the mouth of the wicked coversor hides violence.
Hatred continually awakens (Hebrew rif) strife or disputes and love covers over all faultsor
defections (Hebrew [vp)
Wisdom will find itself on thelips of him who causes himself to be guided in under standing
(Hebrew mbn) but arod for the back of him who isdevoid (Hebrew rsj) of heart or conscience.
(Hebrew bl Thisis a word with implications for lack of reasoning, courage, affection, understanding
and even conscience.)
Wise people will store up experience-based know how but the mouth of theimprudent isnear to
brokennessterror or ruin (Hebrew ttj)

21



Thewealth of therich ishisstrong city; the destruction of the poor istheir suffering poverty
(Hebrew vir)

The hard work of therighteousisfor lives, theincomings of wickedness belong to sin.
Keeping instruction isthe public path to lives but for saking rebuke is apostasy or wandering.
(Hebrew h[t)

Contrasting speech 18-21

Hewho hides hatred haslying lips and he who thinks out rumour or slander isa confident fat or
"big" fool Hebrew Iysk

In a multitude of words of action thereisno want of fault or sin but hewho restrains or makes
obscure Hebrew Jvj hislipsiscunning or successful. (The Jacob word [Iykc "skill" in Hebrew)
Thetongue of therighteousisassilver of natural choice Hebrew rjbr, the heart or conscience of
thewicked isaslittle

Thelips of therighteous pasture great numbers, but the imprudent die for want of thought reason
L OVE judgement courage Hebrew b1 "Leb" covers a number of reasons for death-at the centre of
which islack of that warm affection that makes for a good life.

The bl essing of the righteous brings joy that |lasts evernore 22-26

The blessing of the LORD she makes rich and does not add sorrow with her. In Isaiah 38.5 God
added 15 years to Hezekiah's life. No doubt some sorrow came with it. In Isaiah 29.13 God promises a
"work and wonder" to be added to Israel's story-fulfilled at the cross and resurrection. This work of the
cross brought blessing to man and peace with God. We do not need to "toil" for our salvation-it isthe
gift of God. We do not need to fashion graven images and please them-oursis a relationship of humble
affection for the One who first loved us.

Theblessing of the LORD actively makesrich (Hiphil performative of the Hebrew rv/[) and does
not add labour (or) pain (or) grief (Hebrew bx[ ) with it. To do awicked deed (as fornication, rape,
and incest) islikeajest (or) fun (Hebrew hmz) to afool, but intelligent insight (Hebrew Amb) is
possessed by the spiritual man. The fear (Hebrew hrigm meaning "that from which he turns out of the
way riy in timidity)of the wicked comes upon him; and thelonging (Hebrew hra ""turning aside to
lodge-as if the righteous would forsake life's traffic to breath a longing to God) of the righteouswill be
answered.

Asthewhirlwind passestherearenone of thewicked (left)And the righteous will be established
for perpetuity(or) have a basisof " eternity" (Hebrew mly[ signifies "hidden™ or unknown or
unknowable extension) As sour vinegar to theteeth and as smoketo theeyes soii the dlothful to the
one who sends him (The word "send" can mean "send a plague” and it isin this sense that the g othful
islike a plague of smoke and the message he carried like aged wine vinegar is sour by thetime it
arrives)

Ri ght eousness has stayi ng power 27-32

Thefear of the LORD will act to add to (your) days; but the years of the wicked will be harvested
short. (Hebrew rxp) The wait, expectation (or) hope (Hebrew /) of the righteouswill be joy but
the confidence or expectation of the wicked will be destruction (The base Hebrew is Abaddon which
ultimately isthe " Abyss') The way of the LORD isstrength for the upright or people of integrity
(Hebrew mt); brokennessterror (or) ruin to those who prepareiniquity.

Therighteous will not come down through endlesstimeor eternity; and the wicked will not
inhabit the earth. Thiswill be true of the wicked in the era of Messiah but it appertains to land and
fieldsas well. The case of Nabal tends to support this saying. The mouth of the righteous produces or
ger minates (Hebrew bir) wisdom but the tongue of " change" The tongue that varies facts to suit itself
will be cut off. Thelip of the righteous knowswhat is accepted or delightful and the mouth of the
wicked changing things (or) what can be changed

PROVERBS 11
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" Conseguence” isa major sub themein Proverbs. The righteous &wicked, wise & foolish, industrious
& lazy alike live with demonstrabl e consequences which are emphasised in the next three chapters.

Cl oak and dagger (deceptive) living is self-destructive. 1-6

A weight that isfraudulent isan abomination to the LORD but a whole weight isHisdelight. The
notion of "wholeness" entails " repayment” or "performing a vow". Jewish business was based on
"friendship" and "recompense" When insolence or haughtiness comes shame will come aswell, but
with the modest or those who submit to God Hebrew [iix cognate of [1k meaning "conquered (By
God) iswisdom. The uprightness of the just will lead them back or lead them asa commander of
troops (Hebrew hyn) but the dlipperiness (Hebrew pls) of the" cloak and dagger” type will destroy
them. Richesdo not profit in theday of " flood" or " Passover” (the idea is that when the LORD is
angry or when natural disaster comes the rich cannot escape) but righteousness deliversfrom death.
Therighteousness of the just will direct hisway straight but the wicked will fall by his
wickedness. Therighteousness of just people will deliver them but the cloak and dagger type will
betrapped by hisown desire. (Thisword hrh is at the root of the term for "the LORD" and expresses
"self-existence" or "establishment" which of courseis not a characteristic of subtle hidden persons who
contemplate only their continuance)

How we |ive -consequences for cities. Know ng of God gives hope joy
ri ght eousness 7-11

With the death of arebellious (Hebrew [vr) man (Adam) the cord or line of hope will perish
(future)and the expectation of the iniquitous Hebrew ma) has alr eady perished(past tense) The
righteous disengages himself from (Hebrew x/j) trouble and the wicked will go down under it.
The hypocrite” profane’ or even apostate (Hebrew prj) morally corrupts hisneighbour. But by
personal knowledge (of God) the righteous will deliver themselves. In the welfare or happiness of
therighteousthe city will exult and in the perishing of the rebelliousthereis singing. By the
blessing of straight men the city islifted up but by the mouth of rebelsit tearsitself down.

Consequences of contenpt, slander, |ack of guidance, debt 12-15

Hewho iswanting in compassion under standing or conscience (Hebrew bl) treats his neighbour
with contempt but the man of prudence will keep absolutely silent. A slanderer travelsaround
continually revealing intimate discour se but he who keeps faithful conceals act and word (Hebrew
rbd) Wherethereisno " Shepherd's staff" (Hebrew Ibj)or " measuring lin€" or " covenant

pledge’ (on debt) the people will fall but in the " great counsellor thereis Salvation This proverb
has for long ages been erroneously translated. The word "multitude” (Hebrew br) isa singular to match
the word counsellor (Hebrew x/[iy) which isalso a singular. In the case of Daniel and the advisors of
Babylon it was not numbers but capability that counted. Pharaoh had many advisers but Joseph by
virtue of wisdom alone excelled them all. In the time of Micaiah there were many prophets but he alone
was reliable. He who goes surety for a stranger will do himself sad injury but he who hates

" clapping hands" will be confident or tranquil

The heart that devises or prepares evil invites serious consequences
16- 22

A woman or wife of grace hold up or retains honour and fierce men retain riches. The man of
covenant mercy doeswell (Hebrew Img) by hisown life or soul but the fier ce poisonous man
(Hebrew rzka) brings sorrow or troubleto hisown marriage or relatives. The noisy violent man
carriesout prepared (Hebrew I[p) deeds of deception but to him who sows righteousness the wages
aretruth or perpetuity or fidelity. Asrighteousness leadsto lives so the pursuer of evil belongsto
death. The perverseor crooked of heart are an abomination to the LORD but those perfect in
their way are Hisdelight. Though they link hand to hand the evil will not escape punishment. The
seed of therighteouswill deliver himself. Asaring of gold in a swine'ssnout so is a beautiful
woman who departsfrom or degener ates from the woman of discretion or taste she was. We look
beyond the trees in the section and see "short term-ism" does not pay whereas people of the covenant -
righteous ones escape the death that befalls the fierce perver se poisonous noisy and violent. Again the
lesson is " consequences' are plain to see and peace comes by steadfastness.
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Consequences of giving and wit h-hol di ng 23-29

The object of desire of therighteousis certainly or exclusively a good one but the expectation of
theviolent isoutpoured wrath. (Hebrew trbf) Thereisthetype of person who bestowslargely
(Hebrew rzp) and still adds to what he has and thereisthetype who retains morethan isright and
certainly diminishes. The soul that blesses will continually be wealthy or have abundance (Hebrew
Pual of /vad) and he who causes (others) to drink will also be sprinkled with rain. The people will
curse (Hebrew bgn) him who holds back the fields of growing corn but blessing will he on the head
of the" miller" (Hebrew rbc) (who preparesit for sale and eating) He who early seeks (Hebrew rjv
meaning "whileit isstill dark" or "early in the morning") good will find favour and hewho pursues
evil (will find) it comesto him. Hewho trustsin hisricheswill fall but therighteouswill flourish
and bud asfoliage. Hewho troubleshishouse will inherit thewind and the fool will servethe wise
of heart.

Et ernal consequences of righteousness & evangelism 30-31

The" fruit" of "therighteous' isthetree of life. (Hebrew myj x[ Thisis exactly the expression in
Genesis 3.22.The "offspring” of "the righteous’ (the Hebrew is "singular” gyax ) may be considered
spiritual sons of our LORD Jesus and in that connection they are granted "eternal life." And hewho
takes soulsiswise (i.e. a "soul-winner" who brings men to God as a husband takes wives-The personal
harem of Solomon lent gravity and some rueful ness together with considerable learned wisdom to the
writer. The expression commends an interest in the well-being of men spiritually to the reader. )
Behold the righteous one will be recompensed on the earth yet more so at that timeor on that
account the guilty and the sinner

We will all find earth has rewards to offer but the expression hereis| believe prophetic of the

" kingdom of our LORD Jesus" asareward for the labour of our Saviour's soul. Thisisthe most
splendid consequence of all and as Solomon has drawn attention to the crushing of grain for the
nourishment of the people we may well see here the broken body off our LORD as the redemptive
offering to give us LIFE. At this point the book of Proverbs brings us to a spiritual "trigonometical
point"

PROVERBS 12

The chief end of man 1-3 Favour and its root (Hebrew vriv)

The onewho loves (Hebrew bha-like oy of ayarn henceto "be intimate with " or inclined to)discipline
(Hebrew rsn from rsythrough the Ethiopic-a language so readable to a Hebraist that like many othersit
promotes the thesis that Hebrew is the world's base or original language. Ethiopic changes the palatal yto the
semi guttural » The word is used of 'tougher' discipline such as the Greeks applied at school through the monitor
who possessed a rod which kept the student focussed) loves personal relationship(Hebrew tfd correspondsto
the Greek o1da [having two letters with exactly the same sound as the Hebrew-enforcing the idea of Hebrew as
the base language] of "seeing" or "experiencing for oneself" or "becoming acquainted with any one") To
summarise this expression which is so foreign to a palitically correct society that has disallowed such early
discipline " One invites steady discipline even of a tough type to gain insight experience or better still a

"knowl edge of (God)"But he who hates mild repr oof (Hebrew Aykih meaning " verbal admonition")isas a brute
The animal comparison is to beasts which take their own way and have no great interest in relationship with
their driver or awareness of what exactly heistrying to do with them. Clearly this proverb is speaking of a
culturing of our walk with God. The good beautiful or cheery -but always "adorning” (to God) per son will
furnish favour or acceptance from the LORD This does not mean "cause favour to come" only but in the
Hiphil it means "to furnish" favour in the sense of being an enabler who as he or she goesto and fro (Hebrew
gwp) touches other lives by the influence of a disciplined life through prayer and the Spirit of God. A man of
plotting or " cord tier" (asin "binding victims") will be shown to bewicked or judged. Adam or mankind is
not established or constituted or made by or for violence and theroot (Hebrew vrv -a metaphor of "a
people" or the central family among a people-in this case the house of David and the Christ who is the ultimate
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SHORESH Isaiah 11.10 and Revelation5.5) of the righteous oneswill not totter Thisthenis ultimately a
Christological statement!

Consequences of Virtue (cf a wife's character) 4

A wifeof "valour" or "strength" or "virtue" these can go hand in hand but each will serveto thesameend is
a coronet for her husband but she who causes shameislike decay in hisbones. The strength of a wifeisvital
to the strength of the husband. He will weaken if she isweak. His physical strength will lessen if her spiritual and
moral fibreisnot strong

Consequences of thoughts .5-8

The damasked thoughts of the righteous ones come out of equity or justice but the corrupt " twisted"
covenants of the noisy terrorists (Hebrew [vrwicked) areto "trip you up" or " shoot you" (Hebrew hmr) The
wordsof theterrorist are” anetwork” (The Hebrew brais"ambush” )for blood but the mouth of the
upright oneswill deliver them (the innocent are released by diplomacy or saved by warning)Terroristsarefor
overthrowing or "to be overthrown" ( Hebrew Jipj Kal infinitive) and to be no mor e but the house of the
righteous oneswill stand or abide. According to the mouth of his comprehension a man will have been
constantly praised but hewhoisof "writhing" heart or conscience or " depressed-cum-perver se' mind will
be despised. This expression would apply to Saul

Consequences of thoughts are in our actions (Self-awareness) 9-12

Better isthe one who counts himself despicable but who has a (faithful) servant than he who counts himself
honourable and lacks bread. A righteous man under stands and has experience of thelife of hisbeast of
burden but the mercies of the terrorists (for the life of men) arevirulent or fierce. He who passes over his
land(as a ploughman) will be satisfied with bread but he who pursuesfruitless objectivesis devoid of heart
(reason joy love courage understanding) Theterrorist desires and bindsin a bundle the evil onesand the
"root of therighteous ones* will give The contrast is between taking by force and giving voluntarily. The
righteousness of God is seen in the giving of his "well-beloved" Son.

Consequences of speech for friendships 13-28

The evil man istrapped by the " broken covenant” or defection or transgression (Hebrew [vp)of hisown
lipsbut the righteouswill "rise" or "run through" (Hebrew ax)" distress' or "wounds' (Hebrew hrx)This
isaglorious promise for thosein distress. From the produce or fruit or reward of the mouth of a man he will
be well satisfied or satisfied with the best/happiness and the recompense of a man's handswill return to
him. Theway of afool isstraight in his own eyes but hewho listensto counsel or " what impr esses’
(Hebrew hx[ fromtheroot x#f "to leave a foot impressin sand") iswise. A fool will gain experience of himself
in theday of hisanger and a cunning man cover s shame. Hewho actsto kindle (Hebrew Hiphil of fip) truth
bringsrighteousnessto light (Hebrew dp) but the witness of the fraudulent or theliar is deceitful or
beguiling. There arethose present who babble as a piercing sword Solomon knows people whose words hurt
deeply and yet they go on and on. But the tongue of the wiseis a healing agent. Thelip of truth and
faithfulness shall be established to perpetuity and the tongue of theliar isin action for a moment or
suddenly. Deceit isin the heart of those who think up patter ns of evil but joy belongsto those who counsel
peace. No total calamity will have constantly met or approached the righteous but thewicked or guilty will
be full of trouble. Lips of deceit are an abomination to the LORD but the testimony of truth pleases Him. A
prudent man conceals per sonal awar eness or knowledge and the heart of afool will preach (Hebrew arg)
folly. The hand of the swift will rule and theindolent (Hebrew fymr) will have his head shaved (as a dave
labourer) Anxious car e (Hebrew fyad) in the heart of a man acts asthe complete cause of

depr ession(Hebrew Hiphil of Ajv meaning "bowing down"-which word can mean "worship" but the Spirit that
can reach to God here stoops to the earth.)And a good word continually causesjoy. Therighteous should act
to choose (Hebrew rvt "spy out") hisfriends by going around as against the way of the fraudulent which is
togo or lead astray. Diligenceisthe precious wealth of aman. In the public way of righteousnessisLIFE
and thefootpath (to His house) isnot death. The Hebrew bytris often used of "trodden pathways" but asin Job
38.20 | believe thisreference is to a footpath to the house of trusty friends or the LORD Himself. Thisis not the
broad way but exactly the opposite-it is where the path to the house of a special friend leaves the public way.

PROVERBS 13

Wbrds carry consequences 1-3
A son of wisdom (One who has both spiritual and practical discernment) listensto therebuke or
" strong admonition™ (Hebrew rsimfrom rsy Professor Lee thought thisword meant "to stir up” hence
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the "stirring up" -the exact encouragement Paul wished to give Timothy. Gesenius gives his opinion that
itisa"firmadmonition" or disciplinary corrective) of a father but " one who speaks another
language" or who mocks does not listen to rebuke. (Hebrew rfgwhich means strong rebuke of the
haughty or proud and insolent. It was used wrongly by Jacob re Joseph and Boaz deterred his young
men from using this form of rebuke and Shemaniah would have used it to condemn Jeremiah. It is
appropriate also for the scurrilous or course. In Isaiah 54.9-10 it is used of God's chastisement of the
world of Noah's day. The Lord could do no other. But when the LORD speaks solemnly in Isaiah He
speaks "softly") From the fruit of hismouth a man or husband will eat well but the soul of the
hidden or perfidiouswill feed on violence. The one who watches his mouth keeps his soul (safe).
He who keeps opening hislipswide-ruin or alarm (Hebrew Atym) ishislot

Riches all-sorts 4-11

The soul of the dlothful has been constantly longing (Hebrew Hithpael of hia) and thereisnothing.
But the soul of the decisive or diligent will be continually opulent or abundantly satisfied. (Hebrew
nvd) A righteous man will hate a word of falsehood or false witness and the guilty will be ashamed
and madeto blush or causeto be dishonoured. Righteousness will guard the one perfect in his
path but wickedness, falsehood or fraud sendsthe sinner headlong (Hebrew pls) There stands out
(Hebrew vy)) the man who has continued to make himself rich and has nothing at all or has not the
totality or whole and there stands out also the man who has continually impoverished himself and
isvery comfortable or has morethan enough. The constant piling up of wealth is no guarantee of
security in the light of the next proverb which shows that a man's whole fortune may be forfeit as a
ransomfor hislife. Theransom of a man'ssoul is (all) hisriches but hewho isin want does not
listen to stern rebuke Usually thereis a reason for poverty-but more often than not the poor heeds no
advice to set hisway of lifein better order. Thelight of the righteous will shinejoyfully but the lamp
of the guilty wicked will dry up. The differenceis™oil" and this oil represents the Holy Spirit of God
Who livesin the heart of the righteous. Certainly (Hebrew gr) seething or overflowing insolence
givesor createsa quarrel and those who consult one another for advice have wisdom. Wealth
from corruption will diminish but the man who gathers (working) with his hand will increasein
wealth.

Life and Healing 12-14

Expectation deferred or protracted by delay issickness or grief of heart (Hebrew hlj) when desire
(Hebrew hra meaning "turning aside to a lodging or desire for intimacy with a wife or "crying out” asin
prayer or need or desire for God) comesit isatreeof life. Hewho despises or neglects what
belongsto the word will cause himself to perish or overturn himself (Hebrew Niphal of Ibj) He
who fear s the commandment will be recompensed. The word (of God) is a means of grace and to
neglect scriptureisto ruin one's life here and prejudice one's eternal welfare. The LORD on the other
hand will reward those who reverence hisword and obey it. The Law or doctrine (Hebrew Arit) of
thewise man isa well-spring of lifeto turn one from the snares of death. Good prudent action
(like that of Isaac who crossed his hands in blessing Jacob & Esau) gives grace but the way of the
perfidiousisterrible or pernicious. (The Hebrew word is rtya which means " constant”, firm strong,
hard terrible, stony or rock. Jeromerenders,” The way of the perfidiousis a chasm" Thesaurus. "The
way of the wicked or unfaithful isa perennial stream”-fromtheroot rty"Perennial”. This advice urges
that "fraud" "hiddenness’ "spoiling” and "rapine”’ will go on strongly like a great river-like the
Euphrates, for example, through history) Every prudent man will do thingswith a set purpose
(Hebrew t[d)but afool (Hebrew Iysk meaning "fool". Also the name of the " Samson-like"
constellation "Orion" which is the fettered or bound giant of the sky) spreads or manifests hisfolly. A
messenger of falsehood or terror fallsinto evil or disaster but the faithful ambassador " of pain”
or "on therounds" furnished with provisionsfor thejourney (Hebrew ryx) brings health or
healing There seems to be a contrast between a messenger heralding trouble and what is an ancient
type of doctor. Thefirst carries his own message-the second acts for faithful ones or those who nurse
society's woes (Hebrew myima)
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The val ue of correction 18-25

Want and ignominy (Hebrew mlg) come to him who unbridles (Hebrew [rp) from correction This
man is described as a horse which gets rid of itsrider who urges it with the stick) He who watches
with regard for hismild correction will continually be honoured (Hebrew Piel dbk) Desire (Hebrew
hra meaning "lodging found, longing realised, heart-cry answered, hunger satisfied, passion
consummated, the LORD'Sgrace experienced ) that comesto realiseitself will be sweet (Hebrew br[
meaning "well-mixed" like beautiful colourswoven into a garment)to the soul but it is abomination
for fools" to become an exile" from evil or " cut off evil likea rotten branch” (Hebrew ris) The one
who walks with wise men will also be wise and the companion of " Big" " Bound" fools(Hebrew
Iysk) will make himself wor se ( Hebrew Niphal of [ir) Evil persecutesthe sinner, the " Good(one)"
will reward the righteous The ultimate of thistruth isthat sinners arein the grip of Satan and that the
LORD is set to reward His saints. The good man leaves an inheritance to hissons sons; the wealth
of thesinner isdestined and treasured up for the righteous. Much food isin the ground the poor
break up with the plough or spade and without justice thereisa scraping together or destruction
(of food) In countries where famine prevails thisis the reality-injustice brings a land to its knees and
people go hungry. He who continuesto withhold his staff or shepherd’'scrook hates hisson (i.e." is
his enemy" Hebrew anv) He who loves him (Hebrew bha like the Greek agapao) breaksforth asthe
dawn upon him with sturdy (cf rsy and hkit) discipline (i.e. begins early) Therighteous eatsfor the
satisfying of his soul but the empty stomach of theterrorist will continueto lack (food)

PROVERBS 14

"W sdons" of wonen 1

Spiritual Wisdoms of wives: she builds her house. It may be the husband that plans or builds the
structure in our times though in many countries women labour to build Kraal type homes. Home
building is about family devel opment -both growth in numbers and in godliness. Vocational wives do
this with some difficulty since the fortunes of their children are often thrust into the hands of others.
Where family support exists such building may be in safe hands. The principleisthat "the home" and
the future of the family in the spiritual realmislargely in the hands of god-fearing women (Hebrew mkj)
But foolish (women-the Hebrew is feminine) devote it to destruction (Hebrew srj-the word has the
connotation of "allurement” suggestive of libidinous living)

Wal king with God, living contrite contrasted wwth hiding guilt 2-11
(1)Hewho walksin hisuprightness ("of heart"- as opposed to perversity) fearsthe LORD but he
who bends (Hebrew 2/ which means "to {gradually} incline"[Like a tree towards the sun] ) hisways
despisesHim. (2)The"waving" or " brandishing branch” of 'making himself glorious or of
arrogance (Hebrew rfj) isin the mouth of afool. The notion iscomplex. It isasif histongueis at
once a majestic branch (Hebrew mag) and one that threatens to fall upon you. So he exalts himself and
threatens others. (3)But thelips of the spiritual (Hebrew mkj) will guard them. In the absence of
cattlethetrough or stable (usually) crammed (Hebrew siba) with provender isclean or void of it
but thereis great income from the strength of an ox. Solomon is saying that within the arable
community you can have clean swept outbuildings but you will have no income if you do not develop
your cattle and plough your fields. He is commending the work ethic. (4)A faithful witness doesnot lie
(Hebrew bzk meaning "to fail like the waters of a wadi in summer) But a witnessthat coloursastory
(Hebrewrgv) will " blow through” with lies (the concept is "he will fan the flame" of falsehood as
bellows breathe lifeinto fire) (5)A scorner seeks spiritual wisdom and thereis none but onewho
knows or experiences (Hebrew t[d) (Me) seeksfor understanding (or a mediator who offersit) and
it comes quickly or easily. (6)The spiritual wisdom of the subtle (or naked) isto act in order to
understand hisway but the folly of great and bound foolsisto throw away (the good) or et fly (at
others) (Hebrew hmr) (7) Fools mock or arederisive of " guilt” or " sacrificefor sin" (Hebrew mva)
but between the upright isfavour (Hebrew mxr) (from God)

Joy and sadness -the here-and- now and its sequel 12-13
27



The heart isawar e and experiences keenly the bitternesses of its soul and the stranger will not
have laid ambush to or net-worked in itsjoy. (Thejoy of the heart is as unigque to the one who knows
it asits bitterness-though "friends" may be made privy to both) The house of theterrorist or fraudster
will belaid waste (as by war) but thetent of the just will befruitful. Thereis present here and now
(Hebrew vj)) a way that seems straight or upright to a man, but the last part or future (of that way)
areways of death. Even in smiling jest or joking the heart may be sore or pained (Hebrew bak)
and thelatter end of joy may be affliction or pain of mind (Hebrew hg)

A series of characters described 14-23

(D)The" backdider" in HEART will be satisfied or filled with his own ways but (2)" the good man"
with hisMost high or " lofty One" (Hebrew wl[) (3)"Thesimple" will completely believe every
word but (4) "theshrewd" ( Hebrew mr[ meaning "he who uncovers' things)actsto under stand well
hisstraight way or the" leading of steps’ (Hebrew rva) A spiritual (wise) man isreverent and
turnsaside from evil or escapes(Hebrew ris) from calamity (Hebrew [r) (5)"A big bound fool" has
been raging and is confident. (6)" The short of temper" (literally noses) will act foolishly (7)" the
man of wicked intent" (especially unchasteintent) will be hated. Simple ones (those "open” like
open doors to easy persuasion) inherit folly but (8)" the cautious' or those who uncover (the truth)
will be crowned with experience (Hebrew tfa) (of God) (9)" Theevil" will bow before the face of
the good and (10)" the guilty" or terrorists at the gates of the Righteous One. We have notice of the
judgement of evil men which Solomon emphasisesin Ecc12.14 The (11)" one that sufferswant”
(Hebrew vir) is hated even by his neighbour and hosts of peoplelove (12)" therich” man. (13)" He
who despises hisneighbour™ issinning and he who has constantly shown grace to the humble and
afflicted (Hebrew hnf) is happy. Will they not be definitely led astray or caused to err who work
evil to the detail (Hebrew vrj meaning "damask" evil) But mercy and truth (will lead) (14)" those
who plan good things® to the detail. In all work to fashion articlesthereisgain (to be made) and
action of thelips (only) leads only to poverty. Words alone certainly in ancient times did not put
bread on the table.

Marks of true Spirituality 24-27

The diadem of the Spiritual (wise) istheir riches; the foolishness of great foolsistheir folly (The
Hebrew for "fool" is lya frm Iy[ which root word means "to decline” or "turn away from" -hence
perversity-so the very "perversity” of foolsistheir folly.) A withessto thetruth actsto deliver souls
and onewho puffsout (cf Psalm 27.12-also Paul's testimony in Acts 9) liesisa fraud or deceiver. In
thefear of the LORD thereistrust that isstrong and for Hissonsthereis a place of refuge (from
the avenger)This appears plainly to mean the "children of God" Thefear of the LORD isthe
wellspring of Lives to deflect(one) from the snares of death. The picture hereis of a bird-
catcher who studies the habits of birds and sets traps when they are at rest.

Peopl e make or break their nonarchy 28

In amultitude of peopleisthe adornment and even majesty of the king. The greater the population
the greater provisions reach the top. But in the failure or extremity of the peopleisthe dismay or
ruin of theaugust or morally weighty prince. It is not so much the small numbers but the fact that
when the nation comes to famine or extremity the succession, however good, is put in jeopardy.

Vices ruin society and righteousness exalts a nation 29-35

(@Hewhois" long of nose" isof great understanding. Thistranditeration is somewhat humorous
but it means that longsuffering relates to the appreciation of any situation of person. (b)Hewho is
"short of Spirit" liftsfolly high The expression means weak as to controlling his spirit and so soon
angry A sound heart isthelife of the flesh. Theword "sound" is Hebrew apr which can be taken as
an onomatopoeic word for the quick regular sound of stitches made by a skilled seamstress-it may also
mean a "healed heart” one that is"comforted". Theword aprisrelated to hpr which means "relaxed”
so we can also say that the heart does best free of serious recurrent tensions. But jealousy is
progressive decay to the bones. (c)Hewho injuresor extortsthe poor counts hismaker of little
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worth. Our attitude to the poor isas our attitude to God. (d)In hiswickednessthe evil man is
overturned or thrust away and therighteous hasarefugein hisdeath. (e)In the heart of the one
who under stands himself Spirituality (or wisdom) rests and what isin the midst (bowels) of big
bound fools will be made known. (f)Righteousness raises up a body public or a republic (Hebrew jy
as a corpse from death) and sin isa contempt or reproach to peoplesor cities (Hebrew ma) (g) The
kingsfavour isdirected towards a servant of prudence (Literal Hebrew Iykc which means "one who
looks diligently at") and his outpoured anger will be upon him who actsto cause shame.

PROVERBS 15

Anger contai nnment 1- 2We have 8 referencesto "the heart" in this section where we also find
particularly emphatic statements of the LORD'S omniscience

An answer of tenderness or weakness turns away hot temper but a word of hard or severe sort
raises up anger. We are advised to act with gentleness -even weakness when confronted with unjust
outbursts of anger. The tongue of the spiritual (wise) will make the best of knowledge or experience
(of God) or will adjust cheerfully to knowledge but the mouth of the big fool gushesforth
foolishness as putrid matter (Hebrew [bi)

Di vine Wat ch- Care

Theeyesof the LORD arein every place (Hebrew migm meaning "town" "village" or "habitation" or
any location that man "raises up)"watching closely (as a defender on a watch-tower) the evil and the
good

Heal ing & pronotion of relationship with God is in the tongue 4

A healing or remedial Hebrew aprnm) tongue is a TREE OF LIFE but dippery " passing over” in the
tongueisawounding of the spirit. To glide over (Hebrew pls) the facts or show no kindnessto a
heart in turmoil or turn away is deeply hurtful-to speak kindness is a welcome comfort a fool will insult
or rgect hisfather'sdiscipline but he who (takes care) to observe gentle admonition will be
prudent(in the sense of being "a wary watcher") I n the house of the righteousis great treasure but
theincome of the guilty terrorist or fraudster will be trouble (wicked)(for him-the verb being a
Niphal) Thelips of the Spiritual (wise) sow knowledge(of God) but the heart of great bound fools
doesnot do likethat. .

The Lord's secret intimcy 8-12

The sacrifice of the fraudulent or terrorist isabomination (Hebrew root b/t meaning "abhorrent"”
becauseillicit by itsimpurity) to the LORD but the prayer of the upright ishisdelight (That is, itis
acceptable-even a "benefit" Hebrew nxr) The path of thewicked or " guilty isabomination to the
LORD. The LORD lovesthe persecution (Hebrew pdrm-in the sense that the LORD follows righteous
persons and causes with the greatest zeal) of righteousness. Evil or calamitousdisciplineisfor him
who forsakesthe public path of right. He who hates gentle discipline will die. The instruments of
righteousness are inbuilt into life. The man who kicks the traces of morality courts calamity; the man
who rejects out of hand any advice is headed for death. Hell and destruction are open to the LORD
and " altogether” "all thetime" or " on that account” (Hebrew yk pa) the HEARTS of the sons of
men because the LORD can see Sheol at all times He can inspect the human heart very easily. The
continuous vigil over both isalso entailed. An impudent or derisive speaker does not love the one
who reproves him. Hewill not go to the spiritual man (wise) for advice

A nmerry or joyful heart 13-14
A joyful heart will brighten up or bring sunshineto the face. The Hebrew TOV is often used as a

"bright morning" greeting in Israel. and by pain or TROUBLE OF HEART the spirit is afflicted THE

HEART of the one who under stands himself (The Hebrew is Nepal with the effect "to understand
himself") will seek knowledge (of God) and the mouths of big fools pasture on folly(the idea of
"greatness and pre-eminence” Hebrew Jaif )
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A cheerful heart 15-19

All the days of the afflicted are evil or calamitous and he who has & GOOD BRIGHT HEART has a
continuousfeast or banquet Such enjoy company and get lots of pleasure out of life as opposed to
living under affliction which should not be allowed to be master. Better is alittle with reverence for
the LORD than heaps of treasure with the great storm like commotion (of the rich& voluptuous)
Better isa daily ration of vegetableswhen loveistherethan afatted calf where hatred is present.
A man of hot anger will stir up contention -a man of great patience lays strifeto rest The Hebrew
word fgv means "tranquil” so such a mild man is one who "pours oil on troubled waters' The way of
the dothful islike a hedge of sharp (thornsor stinging (nettles) but the trodden path of thejust is
a highway (elevated like the mound cast around a besieged city-lofty and high)

A m ssing heart 20-27

A spiritual (wise) son bringsjoy to hisfather. A big fool bound (by habits) despises his mother.
Folly (dreams of greatness) isjoy to him who isWITHOUT HEART (without thought or emotions of the
mind as contrition and compassion and sympathy) a man of under standing will be upright of walk or
way of life. Without deliberation plansbreak in pieces but with a host of counsellorsthey rise up
or come alive. Joy comesto a man through the answer hismouth givesand aword in its season or
at theright time how good it is! Thetrodden way of Life goes up higher for those who apply the
mind or those who teach or those who are circumspect (Hebrew Iykc) that he may turn away from
Sheol below. The LORD will tear down or move (Hebrew jsi) the house of the proud but he will
fix or settle (Hebrew bxn) the boundary of the widow. The damasked thoughts of an evil man are
an abomination to the LORD but wordsof thepureor purein heart or purified are sweet.
Hewho gets unjust gain troubles his house but he who hates a present (for wrong-doing) will live.

A Ri ghteous heart 28-33

The HEART OF THE RIGHTEOUS will study for an answer and the mouth of the guilty (wicked)
will gush out putrid things (Hebrew [bn "like a dirty stream") The LORD isfar distant from the
terroristsor fraudstersor guilty onesand Hewill hear the prayer or song (Hebrew tipt from I1p
means "to roll" on the LORD) of therighteous ones He will hear. Thelight of the eyeswill rejoice
the HEART. A good report or good teaching will constantly make the bonesfat or strong. The ear
that hearsa GENTLE REPROOF OF LIFE will tarry or remain in the centre of wise or spiritual
people.

A costly heart (Cbedience)

Hewho neglectsinstruction lightly esteems his own soul but he who listensto gentle repr oof
comesto possess or BUY & HEART (Hebrew fig) or sincerethinking or atrue purposeor simply
Life.

Thefear of the LORD isthedoctrineor discipline (Hebrew rsim )of Spirituality (wisdom) and
humility belongsto the faces (or all aspects) of honour.

PROVERBS 16

Sal vation by covenant nercy-man's way and God's wayl-9

The setting in order or ordering of a case or estimating and evaluating acts (Hebrew Jr[ literally
"stretching out in a line of priority as when placing troops for battle)) OF THE HEART belong to man
but the answer of thetongueisfrom the LORD. All the ways of aman are pure (Hebrew J; asthe
purest oil) in his own eyes but is the examining (Hebrew 7kt meaning "weighing fairly") of spirits of
the LORD. Commit (Hebrew Ig"roll"-bringing with it the ancient practice of moving heavy stones by
putting them on wheels or circular timbers-the LORD Isthat "wheel” Who will carry themto fruition)
your workstothe LORD And your detailed plans (Hebrew bvj of "the damask of detail") will be
established . The LORD has made all things (Hebrew /[p meaning "illustrious deeds" or "products
of labour” or "reward of pursuit") for hisown purpose and also the guilty (or terrorist) for the day
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of calamity (the NKJ has "doom" which is a good word to bring over the Hebrew Afr) Each who is
uplifted in HEART isabhorrent to the LORD-though united " hand to hand" they will not go free
of punishment. BY COVENANT MERCY AND TRUTH THERE IS ATONEMENT FOR GRAVE SIN and
by thefear of or reverencefor the LORD thereisaturning away from evil. Because the ways of a
man please the LORD even hisenemieswill be at peace with him. The concept of "pleasing the
LORD" (Hebrew mxr) involves "delighting” Him; "satisfying” Him and being a "benefit" to His
kingdom purposes. Better isalittle with righteousness than a vast income without justice. THE
HEART of a man preparesthe detailed plans of hisway but the LORD establishes his gradual
progress and ascent (Hebrew dfx)

Securing audlence

O Kings and access to the king 10-15

When an " oracle" (Hebrew msq) is on thelips of the king his mouth will not act in stealth or with
treachery with regard to judgement. A just balancing or weighing and just scales (Hebrew 7za)
belong to the LORD and all the stones of the bag are his preparation. The very stones used were
made by the LORD so are not to be used unjustly in business and equally the science of balanceis an
asset He has provided for straight business practice. It is of interest that William the Third of Orange
was meticulous to establish in Holland and then in Britain the practice of fairness in weights and
measures. It isabhorrent (or abominable to God) when kings commit tumult for thethroneis
established by righteousness. Thelips of the righteous are the delight or satisfaction of kings and
He (God or the king) will love the one who speaksright things. Thewrath of the king (entails)
messenger s of death and awise or spiritual man will atonefor it. Thiswisdom would readily arise
from being privy to David's "life of Saul" in which Solomon's father as a spiritual man appeased the
wrath of Saul by his actions of prayerful song and cutting hisrobe. IN THE LIGHT OF THE FACE OF
THE KING IS LIFE and hisfavour islikea cloud of March-April rain which sets forward the
harvests of barley and corn that are reaped immediately afterwards.

Study of The Word of God

Spirituality & study of the Word 16-24

How much better it isto acquire or purchase Spirituality (wisdom) than eagerly sought gold;
(Hebrew xrj) to acquire understanding for oneself rather than silver. The " highway" or " ladder”
of the straight isto turn from evil. The guardian of hisway (of life) isthe keeper of his soul. These
present participles indicate the need for "eternal vigilance" Arrogance belongsto the face of
brokenness and pride or insolence of spirit before stcumbling reeling or sinking (Hebrew
Ivk)Better to beon a plain of spirit (Hebrew "Shephelah™) with the afflicted or wretched meek and
poor than apportion the booty with the arrogant or proud. HE WHO LOOKS INTO OR TURNS HIS
MIND TO THE WORD WILL FIND GOOD OR THE GOOD ONE AND THE ONE WHO TRUSTS IN THE
LORD IS HAPPY. This truth stands out as a proclamation of the Holy Spirit and seems to ascend the
highway of faith and fulfils the quest of the soul in God. Concer ning SPIRITUALITY OF HEART he
will be called " a man who under stands himself or a™ man of understanding.” The pleasantness of
thelipswill add to learning The Hebrew word gtmindicates " sweetness of teaching” and that which is
not just nourishing but pleasant to listen. Applying the mind isawell or FOUNTAIN OF LIFE to its
husband The willingnessto "look into" truth is ultimately life-giving and is here compared to a
relationship so that the student of God's word, for example, is continually seeking the LORD'Smind in
the word. He or sheis united to such commitment. The heart of the spiritual person (wise) makes his
mouth circumspect The mouth which is so helped by a heart that teaches or is prudent is one of poetry
and doctrine for the Hebrew word Iykcm "teaching poem” comes from this root and upon hislipshe
increases learning or doctrine or knowledge that is grasped (Hebrew jgf) Pleasant words arelike
the overflow or dropping of honey, they are sweet teaching to the soul and healing to the bones.

Seens right but remains wong 25-30
Thereispresently or "hereand now" away that seem right to the face of aman but itsend isthe
ways of death. The soul that laboursto exhaustion or toilsto vexation (in work or sin) laboursfor
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itself for heisimpelled or burdened by his mouth The requirement to feed himself drives himon A
man of Belial (a worthless or vile man literally "husband of destruction”-used of Satan) digs up evil
and it ison hislipslike a scorching fire which evil speaking is like a forest fire. James 3.6 affords an
expression which is exactly parallel. A changeable or perverse man sendsforth strifelike an
aqueduct and a chatterer (literally "one who speaks fast" nyr7) separates” familiarsor associates. A
man of violence (Literally "Hamas") persuades or deludes hisneighbour and actsto completely
cause him to go in theway that is not good. He winks his eye to plan the detail of revolutionary or
changing things, biting (Hebrew xrq) hislips he completes evil or calamity Both actions accompany
evil schemes. Thefirst is"winking behind the back" the second nervous biting of the lips as an evil
scheme finds various reactions.

Shake and He secures 31-32 (Honour patience victory guidance)

The hoary head isa diadem of glory or honour or splendour (Hebrew trapt) finding itself in the
way of righteousness. Hewho isslow to anger isbetter than a conquering warrior and hewho
rules his spirit than hewho capturesacity. Thelot or_inheritanceisthrown down into the bosom
but itswhole cause or_equity or_all that governsit isfrom the LORD.

PROVERBS 17

"W sdont, ny sister 1-5

Better isa " dry piece of broken bread" (Hebrew tp brj) than a house full of feasts of strife. A
servant of learning or astuteness (Hebrew fkc )will rule over a son of shame and among brothers
hewill have hislot of inheritance. The melting pot (Hebrew prx ) isfor silver and the furnace
(Hebrew rik-t prc ) for gold but the prover or examiner of heartsisthe LORD. The process of
purification of metalsis by melting. The hard hearts of men can be softened by divine providences. The
process also involves continuance until in the case of silver the refiner's face can be seen in the pure
silver. To obtain the pure gold of character "affliction™ or "piercing pain" isentailed. An evil doer
listens fully (Hebrew Hiphil of bvg) to falselips, aliar considersfully (Hiphil of 7za meaning "to
weigh") thetongue of lust or desire (Hebrew hrh ) The mocker or jester of the poor reproaches
(Hebrew prj meaning "to think of little worth") hisM aker. He who cheer s (Hebrew fnc) at calamity
or (at othersin) straitswill not go unpunished or unavenged.

The cultivation of |ong and beautiful relationships 6-9

Sons of sonsarethe diadem (Hebrew rff signifies’ dignity” "conviviality" and "protection™) of old
age (Hebrew gz means "to have the chin hanging down) and the glory honour or boast (The Hebrew
rapiscognateto rab "well" so the sons would speak of the wells that their fathers dug. The word rap
also has a second meaning "to dig down") of sonsaretheir fathers. A lip of pre-eminent or
remaining speech (Hebrew ry meaning "too much") is not suited to afool far lesslipsthat deceive
or break covenant to a prince or generous nobleman (Hebrew bydi) A beautiful stoneor " stone of
grace" is"the" present in the eyesof its possessor. Such gifts were given to free someone from
punishment-as a ransom. Everywhere he turns heis successful or stopstolook at it (or the reason he
received it) Such a stone bespeaks how he is thought of and indeed how gracious he was to release
someone who was guilty to have an opportunity of freedom and a new start. He who hides
transgression seeks friendship but he who repeats (gossip) or a matter separatesfriends. A clear
exampl e of this occurred in October of 2008when the shadow chancellor George Osborne repeated
wor ds concerning the possible channelling of funds to the conservative party by a Russian billionaire in
the presence of Nathan Rothschild and a friend. Though he had been a college familiar of Nathan's the
two split publicly when Osborne denied that an arrangement had been discussed.

Justice grace and friendship 10-17

Rebuke (Hebrew hrfg [Feminine] ) will terrify or dismay a man of under standing than a hundred
strokesor blowsfor agreat fool. An evil man will seek only rebellion or resistance thereforea
fierceor daring (Hebrew rsk) messenger will be sent to him. For a bereaved bear to meet with (in
attacking pose Hebrew vyp) a man is (like) being near a big fool in hisfolly. Who repays evil for
good will not escape from calamity nor will calamity let go of hishouse. The beginning of strifeis
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likethe bursting forth of water Theidea isthat strife once begun is hardly stoppable. So beforethe
face of growingirritation (Hebrew [I7) you must abandon or decline strife. Hewho actsto justify
the" fraudster” or " guilty" and he who makes guilty thejust are both an abomination of or
abhorrent tothe LORD. For why then isthe selling pricefor the purchase of spirituality (wisdom)
for which he hasno love or HEART in the hand of the bigfool? The LORD hates injustice but why
are fools with no spiritual appetite given an opportunity to become wise? The answer to this great
guestion hasto be-"THE GRACE OF GOD" Thefriend lovesat all timesand a brother isborn for
distress adversity or atime of " binding up" (Hebrew rrx) Theidea seemsto be that when oneis
helpless or becomes captive to some distress or even an enemy and can be ransomed or relieved a
brother isvital and will prove a singular blessing.

Contrast of personalities 18-28

1.A man without feelings of mind as conscience and thought or reason or mediated advice shakes
hands as surety pledging " down payment” (Hebrew Areba [ Greek Arrabon]) for the person of his
friend.

2.Hewho lovestransgression loves a quarrel and from making his gate high invites breaking in or
breaking down.

3.A man perverseor DECEITFUL OF HEART will not find good and a man who changes or

rever ses his speech will fall into calamity.

4.Hewho begets a great fool or scoffer doesit to hisown grief (Hebrew hg) and the father of afool
(Hebrew Ibr meaning "one who wastes like a skin bottle") hasno joy.

5.A HEART OF JOY does good like a bandage (Hebrew hhg) or healing application and a frightened
or crushed spirit continually driesup the bones.

6. A wicked man takesa bribein the bosom or in the chariot (Hebrew gij ) towrest or " lower"
(Hebrew hfn) the paths public ways or traditional trodden ways of justice.

7.Spirituality (wisdom) isthe face of understanding That is, people who have mediated advice
present as clearly spiritual and the eyes of a great fool arein the ends of the earth. Hisideas centre
on far off green fields.

8. A scornful or great fool of ason isan irritation or vexation to hisfather (Hebrew sfk "makes
angry") and bitternessto her who bore him.

9.Also tofine (Hebrew cif) the righteousis not good nor to strike noblemen because of their
straightness.

10.Hewho isawar e of knowledge holds back his speech (or words of enlightenment) and a man of
under standing is REFRESHING or cool (Hebrew rrq) of spirit. Even afool when he keepssilent is
counted wise. When he closes hislipsheisreckoned to understand within or for himself (Hebrew
Niphal mbn This perception is quite incorrect-though he does not comprehend he creates the contrary

impression)
PROVERBS 18

The isol ationist, the fool and sernons! 1-2

A man who separ ates himself (from others) or " livesfor himself" isstriving for hisown desire
That ishisown "wishes for himself" (sometimes of "lust”, of "inclinations’, of simple isolation-
"dwelling by himself" asa hermit )He has become angry or irritated (Hebrew Hithpael of [1g) with
"all of enterprise” or "all thereis' even with " wealth and abundance” (Hebrew hv))Such a person
just wants to be left alone and as the text shows he or she may have a quarrel with God or life as others
liveit at the level of its basic purpose. Such a person may well live under the flag of fate and life without
meaning. The Hithpael of "becoming irritated" shows such a stateisarrived at by process. A great fool
isnot pleased with intelligent speeches or sermons (Hebrew hmbt cf Job 26.12 & 32.11) unlesstill
(Hebrew ma yk) he hasrevealed or disclosed hisown heart (Hebrew hlg)

Beauty turns to ugliness 3
In the coming of the unrighteous contempt (Hebrew zb) also comes and with shameful deed
(Hebrew mlq) reproach (Hebrew pryj). The idea of shame among the Hebrews linked with sexual
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exposure or matters of explicit sex and the word "reproach” connects with a tree denuded of leaves so
when the ideas are put together shame could be described as a beautiful thing become ugly.

The power of Wirds 4-8

The words of the mouth of a man are unsear chable deep water s; the deeply dug wellspring
(Hebrew rigm) of spirituality (wisdom) isa gushing river or torrent(Hebrew [br Ihi) The "bubbling”
or "gushing" isan apt description of words spoken by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It is not
pleasant or cheering to lift up the face of the unrighteous (guilty). It isnot pleasant to " extend" or
"stretch out” therighteousin judgement. The procedure referred to is"keeping a trial running with
the object of reaching a wrong or negative verdict against the righteous. Thelips of a great fool
(Kesil) will get into strife, and his mouth will call for stripesor strokes of the flail The NKJ has
"blows" by which we might under stand fool s want to settle disputes with their fists. The context here
suggests that the unrighteous desire the righteous to be punished with stripes. Thisis the punishment
that our LORD received from the fearful and foolish judgement of Pilate. The mouth of afool is his
ruin. It breaks him, dismays him. The Hebrew word htjmis cognate to "firepan” (same spelling) and
hislipsarethe snare of hissoul Thefool is"seduced" by his own speech. He is strangely lured to ruin
by what he convinced himself is true by often repeating it. The words of a fast-talking whisperer or
talebearer (Hebrew nyri) are as dainties that have been swallowed quickly (Hebrew mymhltm
"dainties’ -twice used-here and in Proverbs 26.22) those dainties that go down likeariver to the
inner chambers of the belly.

Lazi ness 9
Yesindeed (Hebrew myintensive) he who has been declining or avoiding work or lazy (Hebrew hpr)
in prescribed work (Hebrew root Jal ) or serviceisbrother tothe™ man (husband) of destruction”
(Hebrew tyjvm)

Sources of strength 10-11

The name of the LORD (Y ahweh) isa tower of strength. Gesenius gives us the Egyptian equivalent
which means "abundance of hills'. Magdala on the shores of Galilee was named after such a tower. the
tower of Babel isthefirst ever recorded (Genl11.4) The name of the LORD isa "fortified" tower a place
of protection Therighteousrun or hasten (Hebrew xir) into it and lift themselves high The safety
involved is greater than that of Babel or the hills of Egypt-it is the protection of the Eternal The wealth
of therich ishiswalled city of strength and like a self-raised Hamath in hisimagination or to his
intelligence (Hebrew hkc meaning "idea" also "watchtower typeidea")Theimplication isthat the city
with all its human combinations of defensive capability is the chosen defence of the rich-the new Babel -
but like the former Babel it will crumble when God confounds the economic set-up.

Before and after-quite different perspectives 12-13

Before the face of brokenness or distress and calamity THE HEART of man will be exalted proud
or arrogant (Hebrew hbg) The statement indicates that man will stand as proud as atall treeor asa
Babel like tower before calamity strikes and befor e the face of honour thereis modesty (Hebrew Am[
) Proverbs 15.33, 18.12, 22.4 He who gives back or respondsto a matter before he hearsit isfolly
(tlva meaning "acting pre-eminent") and shame (piercing hurt mIk) to him.

On depression 14

The spirit of aman will hold him up continually (Hebrew Piel of Iklk fromtheroot Ik meaning
"hold himlike a vessel " -help him endure in sickness) But who will lift up the spirit that isrebuking
itself or dejected (Hebrew hak) or casting itself out? (death wish)The case of distressful depression
where the spirit of a person has given up on lifeis difficult of reversal. The situation was seen in the life
of Saul-a perpetually depressed man whom even David only succeeded to lift for a time.

On devel opnent of life 15-16



THE HEART of theintelligent or " discerning one" will acquire (Hebrew Ang meaning "buy")
knowledge (/dy meaning "acquaintance with the facts or with persons especially the LORD) at
whatever it costs. The gift a man has performs (the creation of) expansion (Hebrew bjr) or width
(of opportunity-literally ") for him and will lead or conduct or guide him before the faces of great
people.

On principles of law 17-19

Thefirst in hiscontention ("seems' or "is") right, (then) hisneighbour comes and investigates
(Hebrew rqj mamy "searches secrets!™) Casting lotsor returning the inheritance isthe cessation of
strifeand a mediator or umpire will succeed to separate the mighty The lot represented the will of
God and thiswill was the end of a matter in small issues among the Jews. A mediator, however, was
vital to wider disputes among the great or people of power. So in the NT "lots" were dispensed with as
the great matters to be resolved were deemed to be best resolved to all pleasing by the Holy Spirit's
guidance

A brother sinned against or offended ismorethan afortified city and defencein controversy or
tribunals asthe bars of a palace The tough resistance of one who is offended and the mounting of
defence in vexatious matters are well characterised. Legal pursuit is very tedious and deeply harassing

On the power and val ue of words 20-21

From thefruits of the mouth of a man hisinner being will be satisfied and by what goes or
proceeds past hislips hewill befilled over and over again. The LORD used this expression but
substituted the LORD for the "man". It would seem that the normal process of intake of food is being set
out but upon deeper reflection it seems that such fruit as"praise” and "kind words" arein thewriter's
mind. It seems that the repetitive satisfaction again is that of praise or witnessto truth Death and

LIVES arein the power of thetongue and those who love thetongue will enjoy eating and
banquet on itsfruit.

On friendships 22-24

Hewhofindsor "hasenough" in awifefindswhat is pleasant or cheery and good and is
furnished with or goesto and fro with (Hebrew gip) favour from the LORD. The words of the poor
aregraciouswords but therich will answer harshly or cruelly (Hebrew zf meaning "vehemently")
A man of friends belongsto his past friendlinessand thereishereand now afriend that damasks
closer than a kinsman. For Solomon Boaz confessed there was one closer than he but he did not love
so deeply asto lose estate. Solomon makes us aware of a closer kinsman in our Shepherd who is
Jehovah Roeh-the Good Shepherd of his sheep who carries the lambs in His bosom.

PROVERBS 19

Those who are dlipping away from the LORD need to find renewed " purpose” -the sermon has a critical
rolein directing souls to the life of purpose.

Consequences of poverty and riches 1-8

Better isa poor (Hebrew vr meaning "dispossessed or impoverished” "driven out” or "made
poor")per son who iswalking in integrity of mind wholeness fullness (even prosperity) or safety
(Hebrew mt) than a twisted person perversein law who wrests a cause and he a great fool (with
extravagant ideas) Also it isnot pleasant or good that a soul be without knowledge (Hebrew tfd
especially of "knowledge of and relationship with God")also he who " hastens backward" with his
feet isasinner. Thistypical action which a king like Solomon would observe of persons desirous of
hasty withdrawal from audience covers such action toward God also. A good example is found in the
refusal of Jeremiah to withdraw under stress from ministry "1 have not withdrawn myself that | should
not be a shepherd” Jeremiah 17.16 The foolishness of mankind (Adam) isthe continual
"dipperiness’ ( Fasius by thorough examination discovered the genuine root of the Hebrew pls to be
"to dip away") of hisway Solomon is speaking of the sinful habit of "escaping” or "gliding away" from
God and so gradually overturn the relationship with Him. David was wary lest his foot should "dlip"
Psalm 17.5 2 Samuel 22.37 and the Hebrew writer warns against "letting things dlip" Hebrews 2.1and
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hisheart " breathesangrily” or is"morose" or "rageslikethesea" against the LORD (The
Hebrew p[z means "to foam like the angry sea in turmoil” It isto be noted that God has given a limit to
the sea and God's order imposes serious limits on the godliess or atheist) Riches (Hebrew mh) or living
comfortable or a state of having enough or easy circumstances causes and develops (Hebrew
Hiphil of ps) hosts of friends but the weak (Hebrew Idfrom I1d meaning "to hang down like a willow
branch or palm leaf or like a swinging door to be pushed this way and that -hence "feebl€" or "pushed
about") will be separated by circumstance(Hebrew drp meaning "dispersed”) from hiscaring
friends. He may keep pursuing (Hebrew pdr "to pursue earnestly") them with wordsthat give light
but they are not there. The one who acquires" affections of mind" (HEART) or " inner

purpose”’ (Hebrew bf) loves hissoul. Thereis hewho keeps" prudent words' or " sermons’ to find
or discover the good or Good One

Consequence of false witness 9

A witness of false words (cf Commandment 9) will not be acquitted or free from guilt and he who
speaks falsehoods (words that fail) (the Hebrew word bzk is a picture drawn froma Wadi that
disappoints) will perish or lose himself (Hebrew dba meaning "wander as a lost sheep™)

Luxury 10

Pleasur e enjoyment or luxury (Hebrew gf) does not befit or suit a great fool much lesswhen a
servant isruler over princes. It takes one who has understood life's rough places to truly appreciate
luxury and one who has been accustomed to government will hardly take lessons from a slave.

| ssues of tenper 11-12

The shrewd consideration or attention (Hebrew Ikv) of a man develops or causes (him to be) slow
to anger and hewill beradiant passing over transgression. e meet up with the "glow" of
forgivenessin thisinstance-not "pride" but "warmth of affection” for "glowing " is the kernel meaning
of the Hebrew word rap The foaming anger of thekingisasthe growling (Hebrew shn"growling” of
ayoung lion as distinct fromthe roar gav of an old lion of a lion) of a young lion but hisfavour isas
dew on the green herb or seed.

Famly matters 13-14

A son of afool (they) will bethe calamity or ruin of (their) fathers (Hebrew nyba). Here the plural of
"Father" demands that the fool and his son will both be the ruin of their respective parents. This spells
doom over three generations and the contentions (Hebrew 7yd government rule or judging) of a wife
are continuous or " tempestuous' (Hebrew drfitears (Hebrew pld of "weeping") Houses and
substance are the heritage (passed on by) fathersbut a prudent godly or attentivewifeisfrom the
LORD.

Three nore types of man 15-17

Slothfulnessleisure or laxnessisthe cause of deep sleep (Hebrew mdr) and thelifethat is slack
(Hebrew Amr meaning "letting the hands be slack™. We reading in Jeremiah 48.10 "cursed is he who
does the LORD'Swork in a slack manner) will go hungry. He who keeps the commandment keeps
his soul but hewho despises or tramples under foot Hiswayswill die. Thereislinkage between
these expressions which means that the "ways' detailed are "God'sways' Hewho isgraciousto the
poor isa " lender of the LORD" Each of usin every salaried month should truly take stock if we can
be one of the LORD'Slenders who help others on their pilgrimage and his benefit He will repay him.
The scripture shows that consideration of the poor will come back in divine benefits it may be of
another or higher kind.

I n praise of discipline 18-20

Chastise your son sternly (Hebrew rsy) whilethereishope and do not lift up your soul in the
direction of an act of hisdeath. Solomon is directing that nothing that would permanently injure or
threaten the life of a child isto be contemplated although stiff discipline is sanctioned by this scripture.
aharsh or angry violent man will be burdened with afine The law of Solomon actually advised
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penalising a harsh man with a fine for if you spare him you will haveto add (the fine) another time.
Listen to counsel and receive (Hebrew Ibg "stand in front of it")disciplinein order that you may be
spiritual (wise) in your latter days.

Sonme seek their own and others God's covenant nercy 21-24

Thereare numerous schemesin THE HEART of a man husband or warrior but the counsel of the
LORD will riseor stand. Theobject of longing of mankind is covenant mercy or love and better
isaman poor by theloss of hismeans (Hebrew vr) than aliar (who may gain by deception) The fear
of the LORD belongsto LIFE OR LIVES hewill decline being filled with food or abundance and
calamity will not visit or punish (him) The RT in English here reads, "He who has life will abide in
satisfaction”-this trandation requires the insertion of 4 words and overlooks "declining". The sequel
affirms the theme | translate from the passage without resorting to deducing meaning. The slothful
man hides hishand in adish -truly hewill not return the hand to hismouth. Thedothisa
compulsive eater who waitstill circumstances allow another food binge.

Rebuke has always a positive percentile rating 25

Rebuke or punish the mocker and the simple will become cautious. Issues have to be dealt with by
enforcing conviction of the ringleader so that those who are drawn in may be spared. Reprovethe
intelligent (Hebrew mbn) or he who discer ns (himself) and he will under stand the thought shown or
become familiar or acquaint (Hebrew [a)) with the matter and your explanation

On the profound consequences of erring fromthe truth 26-29

Hewho attacks spoilsor isviolent towards hisfather and who putsto flight his mother isa son of
shame and disgrace. Fail or omit or leave off listening to discipline and it will be to wander from
wordsthat enlighten (you) my son on relationships or knowledge (of God)There is always need to
listen to instruction and rebuke or correction. To fail to take heed when corrected isto go astray in the
most serious manner. A witness of Belial who iswithout profit or useless scornsjustice and the
mouth of the unrighteous swallows iniquity or moral evil. Some men care little about the possible
punishment that may be meted out when their deeds become known and others drink every thought of
impurity that is delivered to their countenance There arefixed judgements for mockers (i.e. those
who despise the most important precepts of morality and theology)Our law outside theocracy has no
such statutes but the divine tribunal of judgement has the most serious laws ready to deal with those
who conduct their livesin defiance of moral probity and spiritual wisdom and beatings (Hebrew mlh
)for the back (or corporal punishment) for great fools The implication is that mockers are deterred by
the fixed penalty of fines and other sentences whereas fools under stand the deterrent effect of nothing
other than physical retribution

PROVERBS 20

Al coholismmilitates against spirituality
Wineisa mocker intoxicating drink isan agitator (Hebrew hAmh of "raising song or noise") Whoever
wandersor errsthrough it will continue not to be spiritual (Hebrew Piel of mkj wise)

Preaching & the test of preaching: assurance & cleansing 1-9

Theterror (Hebrew tmya meaning” dread") of akingislikethe growling of a young lion. Hewho
offends against him sinsagainst his soul or life. It isglory for a man to cease from strife but any
fool (or man of impiety) can quarrel through drinking (Hebrew [1j) Thelazy man will not plough
because of autumn rain (Hebrew prj) Hewill begin harvest and have nothing. Counsel or divine
counsel in the HEART of a man islike deep waters and a man of speeches or sermonswill draw it
out (Hebrew hld) for the life of others) like water from a well. This proverb teaches us that God
places hiswill and word in the preacher's heart by his Spirit and by the same Holy Spirit it is drawn out
and presented to those in need of the water of life. The bulk of mankind will proclaim -each man his
covenant faithfulness and who will find a man of truths Solomon is advising his readers to discount
the glib preachers who herald themsel ves and seek a man who proclaims divine faithfulness and God's
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truth. Therighteous man has been walking in hisintegrity or completeness, blessed ar e his sons
after him. A king continuing to sit on the throne of gover nment scattersall evil with his eyes.
Who will say, " My heart is continually pure" (Hebrew ytykz) " | am declared clean from my sin" ?
The only person who could readily do this was the leper who after a divine act of cleansing and the
assurance of the high priest could make this assertion. Thisin effect isthe answer and it isfound in
Mark 1.44 & Luke 5.14.

Busi ness probity 10

Different weights (Literally "stones" since stone weights were used) and different corn measures
(Hebrew tpya of alarge measure called a "bath" because it could hold a person-it was a 22litre weight)
are both an abomination to the LORD. Even ayouth will berecognised (Hebrew rki"gazed at"
"admired" also "alienated") by his habitual or repeated actions (Hebrew /1] meaning "rolling on")if
what he practices or attemptsisinnocent and pure (Hebrew hkz "morally pure") or right.(Hebrew
rvymeaning ethically "right")

The instrunents of body were created for purpose-ears eyes lips 11-15
The ear that continuously hears and the eye continuously seesthe L ORD also constructed them
both. Do not love sleeping lest you dispossess your self (that is, lose your possessions through seizure
of assets) Open your eyes and thereissufficient bread (cf Matthew 6.11 The phrase "Open your
eyes' entails opening them and rising for work in the morning.

"It isbad, bad" saysthebuyer and departing with it in his possession then he praises or
celebrates (it) Thereishere and now gold and a great volume of rubies but thelips of knowledge
(of God) are utensils or vesselsor tools or weapons or dress. Another way to express this thought
would be " the 'confessing' or 'evangelising' lips are 'the’ accomplishment” (i.e. of the highest value)

On pledge & barter 16-17

Take hisgarment or cloak when it isbarter for a stranger or enemy and takeit asa pledge on
behalf of a seductressor prostitute (The Hebrew myrkn isa"feminine" singular of a "strange
woman") Generally Hebrew law was careful about pledges but here the cloak might conceal a weapon
and the confiscation of the garment of the "foreign or godless" prostitute would punctuate her trade.
Bread, corn or " food of deceit” or " from violating a covenant” is sweet or barter to a man the
bread may be simply stolen or more likely pilfered and so appropriated in place of wages that a man
(wrongly) imagines he should have received. | suggest the alternative to "sweet" namely "barter” first
because it appears in the previous verse and second because the context is fraud and because idea of
"covenant” suggests a master-servant relationship but afterward his mouth will befilled with gravel
or arrows when he has eaten the bread what he has done will hurt and pain him each time he eats.

Strategi c studies and dangers 18-20

Detailed plansor designs are established by counsel; in the house of cunning devices or unity of
brotherhood or measured area and bands of men make war. (The Hebrew Ibj has these four
meanings though in the context the primary oneis"wise or cunning counsel") He who walks around
trafficking (stories) or as atalebearer reveals matters of consultation or intimate discour se
(Hebrew dis) and you should not have had association or be familiar with one who opens his
lips(concerning secrets) Hislamp will be quenched or extinguished (Hebrew J[d) by the little man
of darkness. The"little man" isthe pupil of the eye-so the loss of eyesight or the grave punishment of
being blinded like Samson will beinflicted.

Consequences of Greed 21
An inheritance gained greedily (Hebrew Ijb) at the beginning will not be blessed at the latter end.

Wong to initiate conflict w thout prayer 22

Do not say, " | will repay (Hebrew mlv) evil" . Wait for (Hebrew fig meaning "twist around-indicative
of prayer and relationship) the LORD and He will saveyou It isfar preferable to turn difficult
relationship issues over to God and not to deal out summary justice.
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Busi ness integrity and justice 23
Variation in weightsisan abomination tot he LORD and fraudulent weights or " weighing up of
cases' (Hebrew rza) is not good.

War and terrorist 24-26

The advancing steps of a soldier or warrior are of the LORD; how can mankind under stand his
way? It isatrap when aman " speaksrashly" (Hebrew [1y"to utter at random") (to devote) that
which isholy and afterwardsreconsiders or examines (Hebrew rgb) hisvows. A Spiritual (wise)
king shakes out or scattersthewicked or unrighteous or terrorists Judah and Israel had two kinds
of king; those who followed in the way of David and were spiritual and those who rejected this way and
did evil in the sight of the LORD and turnsthe wheel upon them (as we would say "silences") or
turns quickly upon them. As Solomon's reign opened he dealt summarily with those who might have
unsettled his administration of justice.

The LORD keeps man cheery 27

The breath or life of mankind isthe'fire or "happiness or 'shining candlestick' of the LORD.
Man is made in God's image and hislifeis kept burning or bright or cheery by the LORD exploring all
theinner chambersor the bowels.

Thrones sustai ned by righteousness 28

Covenant mercy and truth defend or watch over theking. (Hebrew rxr meaning "to watch as a city
isguarded") and covenant mercy sustainsor propsup histhrone. (Hebrew dfs meaning refreshes
daily as food sustains)

Character building wth age and difficulties 29-30

Thepride (Hebrew rap " pridein self) of young men istheir strength and the honour (Hebrew rdj
"repect accorded" by others) or beauty of old men istheir grey hairs or "turning grey" Grey
hairs (Hebrew byvis a cognate word to b which indicates a turning from strength to weakness and
from pride to the need for support-this"humility is the true ornament of age ) Stripesor bruises
cleanse or remedy by means of calamity or before calamity asdoinjuriesor " blows

received” (Hebrew hkn) the inner recesses of the being or bowels. Often hard things that happen
prevent worse and even seeming calamities cleanse from former evil ways and likewise injuries or
plagues can enable a deeper assessment of life and assist purer responses and emotions to come to the
fore. All hardships can play a part in building better character

PROVERBS 21

Channel s of water 1
The heart of theking isin the hand of the LORD wherever He desires (Hebrew xpj meaning
"where He wills or pleases) Heleads or turnsit

Sin guilt and consequences 2-8

Every way of man isright in hiseyes but the LORD examines THE HEART (Hebrew 7kt meaning
"to ponder” or "try") To do righteousness and justiceisthe LORD'S own choice (for us) (Hebrew
Niphal of "choose) rather than sacrifice. " Thesin" ispride of the eyesand arrogance or & HEART
WIDE OPEN to all comers (Like the town square) and the ploughing of the unrighteous. " Pride" and
"arrogance' and " ploughing" accompanied by ill language and har sh treatment of oxen deeply
displeasethe LORD. The detailed plans of the sharp or diligent (Hebrew xryj literally "those sharp
asaknife") are surely towards plenty with extra and every hasty one who hastens backward
(Hebrew xia) issurely bound for poverty. Striving for treasureswith a deceitful tongueisthe
perverse or corrupt act (Hebrew Ibj) of those who seek death. The violence or extortion of the
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fraudulent will sweep them to the ground (Hebrew rry "like sawdust from a saw") because they are
unwilling to do justice. The way of the man " laden with guilt" (Hebrew rz) is perverse but asfor
the morally pure (The Hebrew word Jzis used of "pure oil") thetask he undertakesis (Hebrew laip)
done straight.

O the unruly wife 9
It isbetter to abidein the mural tower (Hebrew Ap of a rooftop Hebrew g) than joined to a wife
and house of contentious gover nment (Hebrew /d)

The graceless life 10
The soul of theungodly desiresevil; his caring neighbour will not be favoured in hiseyes. The
ungodly is incapable of showing grace!

Devel opi ng teachers of the word 11-12

By thefining (Hebrew vif') of theimpudent who scoff at religion and corrupt morals (Hebrew xif)
the smpleis made spiritually wise but to skill up the wise means he takes aboar d knowledge of
God Solomon is saying that it is a caution indeed to fine a person who infringes spiritual truth but he
advises that people be taught skills in the knowledge of God so that they can become prophets with the
ability to promote truth. Thisis akin to Moses saying, "Would that all of God's people were

prophets’ (Numbers 11.29) The apostle Paul urges Timothy to facilitate such grasp of truth(2Timothy
2.2)Therighteousis skilled about the house and household of the ungodly overturning (Hebrew
pls "to causeto dip away from" or " overturn")the ungodly asto belonging to evil or
transforming them from evil The master ploy of Solomon'sinitiative is certainly not to fine and fill
gaols or heap bodies on the streets but to understand the causes of their tumultuous and godless ways
and turn or convert themto the right. Whoever shuts (Hebrew sfa "to bolt a lattice over a window) his
earstothecry of the poor (Hebrew Id"feeble" "those pushed around like a swinging door") will
himself call out and no-one will answer. A gift in secret will tame anger (Hebrew hpkis used of
taming a beast. Anger has been well described as a tiger-but because it is tameable it is better
understood as "awild horse") and a bribein the bosom or pocket will tame power ful rage. This sort
of gift is not being advised to produce an unrighteous result or curry favour or achieve unfair
promotion or advantage but rather to turn away wrath. It is akin to heaping coals of fire on the head of

an enemy.

Justice 13-18

Itisajoy for therighteousto do justice but " wiping out" (Hebrew hjn'wiping away" something
written or tears or food from the mouth. ) belongsto the ar chitects of iniquity When man wanders
from the way of skilled training or devout instruction (Heb Iykv) hewill rest in the congregation
of the dead or Hades (Hebrew apr) Hewho lovesjoy for itsown sakeisafailed or diminished
man or husband and destitute of under standing (Heb rsj) The unrighteous shall be a ransom for
therighteous and the treacherous or those who " cover up" in return for the straight Welivein a
world that often demands ransom money and exchange of prisoners. The scripture plainly urges that
treacherous ones shall be used to save the lives of righteous men. Here men of treachery are advised
that their lives may be forfeit for those straight persons against whom they act in clandestine fashion.

I nstruction for wonen 19
It isbetter to abidein theland of the wilder ness cattle plain than with a woman of dispute and
provocation. (compare with the referencein v.9)

Covenant nmercy 20-22

Thereisdesirable (The Hebrew word dnj is applied to "The desire of nations' in Haggai 2.7) treasure
laid up and ail in theresting place of the Spiritual but a great fool consumes or losesit. Hewho
pursuesrighteousness and covenant mercy finds LIFE, righteousness and honour. A wise or
Spiritual man overcomesthe city of the mighty and brings down the confident stronghold.
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On the tongue and attitude 23-24

Whoever watches his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from distressor pain (Hebrew rrx) A
proud and vain man-" scorner” (Hebrew xif) is hisname-he actsin pridethat passes you by-
overlooksyou (Hebrew rbf)

O her types 25-29

1.Thedesire of thelazy will kill him because his handsrefuseto do work. Inactivity ultimately isa
killer. Work strengthens the body. All the day he has lusted after desire or obtaining (food or sexual
pleasure) but therighteouswill give and not restrain or withhold The dothful contrasts with the
righteous as a person with un-harnessed desire while the righteous is characterised by "giving" or
generosity

2.The sacrifice of the unrighteousis an abomination-and mor e so when he comeswith evil intent
(Hebrew hm) (to offer it)

3.A lying witness will get lost (Hebrew dba) in wandering incoherent presentations and a man who
listensto him will continueto speak in law to overcome him.

4. An unrighteousor terrorist or man of tumult will prevail or wax strong (Hebrew z[) by his
facial expression but the upright (he) establishes hisway of life.

The LORD inspires the preacher 30
Thereisno Spirituality and no intelligent speeches or Sermons (Hebrew Ambt) and no counsel
beforethe LORD appointed (Hebrew dpf ) such or nonethat isany peer or counterpart to Him.

The battle is the LORD' S 31

The horseis appointed and prepared for the day of war but salvation belongsto the LORD The
ultimate days of this era we now live in are called the "end times" and many military preparations are
afoot to hopefully produce victory for those that devise them. Nevertheless the LORD who watches from
the balustrades of heaven holds salvation in His hands and will come to the rescue of His people.

PROVERBES 22
A name 1A
A "celebrated name" or ssimply " a name" (Hebrew mv English " Shem" which was in thefirst instance
a sign or stigma or mark by which a person distinguished himself ) is greater than richesor atithe
(Hebrew rva)Whatever tithe one could give or no matter what riches one could amass a name that
stands for something is greater.

Grace 1B-2
GRACE isbetter than silver and gold. Graceis pure; it stands out; it has lasting value. Rich and

poor cause themselvesto meet (Hebrew vyp meaning "rush to meet as Moses and Aaron Ex 4.27) (in
this); the LORD made them all

Avoiding calamty 3
A crafty or shrewd man (Hebrew mir[) foresees calamity and conceals himself or sheltersfrom it
but the ssimple ones passthrough it and aretaxed or lose money (Hebrew vi[)

Personal religion and Jacob (Jacob's experience is crucial to
preaching the O T.) 4

Jacob like action (Hebrew bg[) by " wrestling” or " supplanting” or "taking by the heel" (i.e.
struggle) and by answering (God) (Hebrew fnf ) or humility and submission and by fear of the

L ORD (Hebrew ary meaning "reverencing” or "trembling with joy "before Him) are riches and
honour and LIFE Thereis no other way than Jacob's way to obtain these three ends together. True
riches which entail tithes and true glory and true godly fear only come the Jacob way. All great bible
writers go back to this fountain of faith-David who speaks often of the God of Jacob, Moses who
emphasises Penuel (our coming to Peniel personally)and Isaiah in Isaiah 9.8 " The LORD sent a word
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to Jacob and it lighted on Israel” This deep recognition of the roots of personal religion are present in
Solomon's writing everywhere and entitle himto be a preacher of God's grace.

Pain and traps cone by perversion 5

Thornsand snaresarein theway of the perverse or guilty (Hebrew vq[ ) He who watches his soul
will be distanced far from them Being trapped and hurt in lifeis linked deeply to twisting and
perversion of mind and speech; to changing from what is valid what one says and altering one's way of
life fromwhat is circumspect.

Training of children 6

Initiate or consecr ate (Hebrew Jij meaning ""give (a child) a taste" or "narrow" henceto "Put
something sweet in his mouth” or set him on his pathway) for a youth towar ds the mouth of hisway
of lifeor " narrow his pathway" . Even when heisan old man hewill not depart from it.

The "New Open Bible" (NKJ) which lies on my desk has a footnote here entitled " A prescription for
rearing children”. It captures three concepts from the Hebrew word above-"Dedication” "Instruction™
and "Motivation"-the Arabic equivalent which apparently refers to "stimulating the palate of the new-
born babe so that it will take nourishment” In this practice we can see the value of the Hebrew
expression above. Parents are to create a desire within the child to do what God wants.

Lendi ng & borrowing 7

Therich rules over the dispossessed or impoverished and the borrower is servant to the lender
(Literal Hebrew Al "the joiner is servant to the man to whom he joins himself". The word is cognate to
"Levi" which means "joined to the LORD")

A contrast of the just and conpassi onate 8-9

Hewho sowsinjustice will reap vanity sorrow and calamity and the sceptre or support of his
outpoured anger will cometo an end. This has to do with persons who gain power or "the sceptre”
and act unrighteously. The Hebrew word Alk is suggestive of " self-destruction” with its meaning
"wasting its own strength” The good or kind eye (the eye of welfare) will be blessed for he givesto
the poor from hisfood.

Sack the scurrilous ; cultivate the pure 10-11

Drive out (Hebrew vry meaning "drive out as cattle" or "divorce as a partner” or "expel asan enemy")
theimpudent and contemptuous per son (" scoffing”-the Hebrew is xil which is used with respect of
morals and religion) and " that which is contended for" will end or go (away) and shame or
shameful deeds and controver sy will cease or be taken away. Solomon advises |eaders to source
people who despise the upright status quo when they cross the line of what is acceptable and release
them fromtheir duties.

Hewho loves purity of heart (Hebrew rhf meaning "brightness’ or "purification by blood sacrifice")
and grace of lipswill bea companion or friend of theking.

God defends the right 12
The eyes of the LORD watch to defend acquaintance with or knowledge of (Him) but He
overthrowsthe words about action (Hebrew rbd) of the covert or oppressor.

Alibis of the lazy man 13
Thelazy man says, " Thereisalion outside round the housein the middle of the street” "1 will
cause myself to be crushed or dashed to pieces” (if | go out)

The | ong del ayed anger of God eventually falls 14

The mouth of the harlot (Hebrew hr?) isa deep pit. (The Hebrew hjwvis cognate to tjv which means
sepulchre) The foaming indignation of the LORD of long in the past (Hebrew past participle of
"foaming" [mf2) will fall there. The thing to noticeis that the LORD has been long angry but after a
time judgement falls upon the harlot. [ cf chapter 7 w21-23 to solve the query on Solomon being " privy"
but not "party” to the outcome]
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Yout hful "folly" 15

Foolishness (Hebrew root fra "to be big" or "pre-eminent”) is bound up (Hebrew rvg meaning "a
strong confederate” "like a brother "or "like a belt". The word Kesil refersto a "big or bound" fool and
the word Nabal to a "fading" or "vile and abject" state [like the state of a flower before death] ) in the
heart of a youth but therod of disciplinewill distanceit far from him.

Extortion and sycophancy criticised 16

The onewho extortsthe poor to increase hisinterest or usury and the onewho givesto therich
will cometo want or poverty Whilst unfair rates of interest are grossly unfair so isit unwise of the
poor to give unnecessary giftsto therich.

SECTION 3 22.17- 23.14

The Egyptian section

THIS SECTION MIRRORSWISDOM FOUND IN AN EGYPTIAN TEXT BY AMEN- EM -OPE. WE
DO WELL TO REMEMBER THAT SOLOMON HAD AN EGYPTIAN WIFE AND TRADED
CONTINUOUSLY WITH THE SOUTH. THERE ARE TWO CLEAR REFERENCESTO THE
"LORD"IN THISSECTION DESPITE THE ALLEGED SOUTHERN SOURCE. IT ISALSO HIGHLY

S GNIFICANT THAT A REFERENCE TO WRITING SENT TO AN UNNAMED CORRESPONDENT IS
REFERFRED TO (w19-21). IT ISPOSSBLE TO READ THE TEXT IN TERMS OF SOLOMON'S
EXPLANATION OF THE FAITH TO AN EGYPTIAN. THOUGH"THE EXODUS' WAS400 YEARS
BACK LINKSWITH EGYPT WERE CORDIAL AND SOLOMON WHO RECEIVED QUESTIONS
FROM ALL OVER THE EARTH-ESPECIALLY THE SOUTH-DOUBTLESS RECEIVED MANY FROM
EGYPTIANSCF THE VIST AND QUERIESOF THE QUEEN OF SHEBA. IT ISWHOLLY POSSBLE
THAT SOLOMON INCORPORATED SOME OF THE WMISDOM OF EGYPT HERE JUST ASMOSES
BENEFITTED FROM THE LEARNING OF THE EGYPTIANSBUT THE RECIPROCAL TEXT IS
ALMOST COMPLETELY GIVEN TO 13 COMMANDMENTS WHICH LIE ALONGSIDE WHAT
APPEARS TO BE SOLOMON'S ENCOURAGMENT OF A.N.OTHER TO FAITH IN GOD.

Evi dence (v.20) that Solonmon entered into spiritual correspondence (cf
SRutherford's letters)
On the use of "w sdom enbedded in proverbs 17-21

Lower your ear and listen to the action-wor ds of the Spiritual (or wise) ones (SeeL XX
for new section) and direct your heart to become acquaint with mefor it ispleasant if your keep
them within your inner being. L et them be appointed or set up per manently together on your lips.
The advice given here may come from those who gathered the proverbs on a variety of topicsand it is
suggested that the reader learn and use these sayings which have all enough significance for the
spiritual man to be committed to memory and appointed for regular use. It belongsto thisbeing so
that your faith isin the LORD. | have made you familiar (with them) today- Y esyou-even more
familiar! Thewriter isaddressing the reader or learner and stressing that every new day of learning
means a greater grasp of this body of wisdom. Havel not written to you formerly or three days ago
in matters of advice or_consultation and knowledge or_acguaintance The stock of proverbs now
accumulated relates to persons with whom one can safely consult and those with whomi it is unwise to
do so. It also respects familiarity with those in the community and its advisability or otherwise To cause
you to know to divide aright (Hebrew fvg which like Avg meansto "plain or turn wood" so the worth
of aproverbisthat it islike a piece of turned wood ready for use) wor ds of truth to answer or return
words of truth to those who sent to you (for help)

Seven Prohibitions of Spirituality 22-28

(2) Do not strip off or spoil or rob the poor because heisweak or reduced.

(2)Do not oppressor crush the spirit of the afflicted in the gate (i.e. in judgement) for the LORD
will strivein their contention and rob the soul that robsthem.

(3)Do not make afriend of an angry man.
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(49)And do not go with a hothead (Hebrew timy "a man of rages’ or "fits of temper") lest you become
familiar with histrodden ways or habitsand takeatrap for your soul

(5)Do not be people who strike hands (Hebrew [gt meaning "strike a bargain” or agreement-which
was sealed by striking the hands) in surety or barter for a debt. If thereisnothing for you to repay
why should hetake your bed from underneath you?

(6)Do not remove the age-long boundary or margin of your territory (Hebrew mlia Iby boundary of
an age) which your father has created.

A man of expedition or skill gets a good job 29

Do you see a man who is quick prompt and skilful in hisministry or service or sending messages;

hewill take a position before kings; he will not take a position in the service of mean ignoble and

obscure men. The man who can speedily execute hiswork or forward what is ordered with promptness
will ascend to gain prestigious appointments.

PROVERBS 23

Behaviour in court & it's relevance for enphases at the LORD S table
1-3

When you sit down with aruler really understand (Hebrew "understanding understand”) what
belongsto your turning away your face. The advice is not to understand the menu or to understand
when to smile but to understand not to turn away or turn your back on the monarch. Thisis a useful
word in connection with the LORD'Stable. We are to understand not just the meaning of the bread and
wine but we are primarily to bein a right relationship with our LORD And set a knife at your greedy
throat or swallowing if you area man of " self" or onethat isa heavy drinker. In the presence of a
ruler moderation isrequired and due respect for the dignity of others not considerations of self. This
too isa lesson for Christians-our lives need to be moulded by his not our own will and be temperatein
all things.

May this poor self grow less and less and all things else recede
May Jesus Christ be all in all- for this| daily plead
(2)Do not cause your self to desire more and more of histasty triflesfor thisisfood that will not
last or will fail. The ruler will have no further interest in you or your servicesif you indulge in his tasty
meats to excess and so the one meal will spell the end of relationships and it will be back to basics.

Supping with the rich & Deceitful riches 4-5

(2)Do not keep on racing to be rich(Hebrew hat "running like a gazelle")because of your
understanding cease or leave off or decline (to run)The word decline Hebrew /dj means both "to
cease" and to be frail" so fully interpreted this saying would run " Sow down from an under standing of
thisfrail world and your own transitory lifein thisworld" Will you take birds eyeview & fly to get it
and then thereisnothing for riches make for themselveswings and fly likethe eagle into the
heavens Thefolly of flying at full speed for what you think in a birds eye moment isa big prize is made
evident in the second ornithological metaphor for riches "create" wings and take off beyond reach into
thin air. Tillotson putsit, "He expressesit asif a rich man sat brooding over an estatetill it fledged and
got wingsto fly away."

Supping with the m ser 6-8

(3)Do not eat the bread with an " envious' or malignant man (cf Proverbs 28.22) (Hebrew ry[ [r
literally "of bad of eye" )

(49)And do not desire hisdelicaciesfor ashe™ setsa price or estimate" (Hebrew rfv) in his soul so
heis That is, he is always reckoning up how little he can provide. He will say to you, " Eat and drink”
but hisheart isnot with you. He does not want you to eat or drink a lot because heisa miser. The
little you have eaten you will vomit up (Hebrew aig like tig "pelican™ fromits habit of vomiting up
food gorged down) and spoil your pleasant words The meal would be so prepared from possibly stale
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or long stored unsafe foods that it would make you sick and all the polite words you spoke on being
received would have to be qualified by words about the "nature of the food".

Sernons are not for fools 9
(5)Do not givean ordered discourse or set out a plan in the ear of a great fool for he will despise
your prudent or circumspect elegant discourse (Hebrew I1m"that declared” or "spoken eloquently™)

Respect for boundaries 10-11

(6)Do not remove the boundary or limit of along age This expression was used in 22.28 and first
appearsinDeut19.14 & 27.17. And do not comeinto theterritory of the fatherless Thisisa
statement warning against infringement against the poor. It has to do with the LORD'S care of the
needy for their kinsman redeemer is mighty and He will take up their cause against you

Training requires a good ear and an interested mnd 12
Causeyour heart to comefor instruction -both doctrine and discipline and give ear to
enlightening wor ds of knowledge (of God)

Correcting a child 13-14: End of the Egyptian section

(7) Do not restrain or hold back correction or sturdy discipline from a youth for if you strike or
hurt him (Hebrew hkn) with therod hewill not die. You shall beat him with therod and deliver his
soul from Hell The rod or cane was applied to the body -both hands and I egs of boys at school in the
1950'sin Britain without objection from parents. The days were sterner and there was no deviation
from school discipline. Expulsions were unheard of and parents were not at odds generally with what
then was considered normal correction. A rod was kept at home in my uncle's family and brought out as
required. It was not used harshly but it was more effective as a short sharp shock than putting children
to bed or holding threats over them for hours. Scripture hereis speaking of "youths' who are just under
or have reached double figures of age and not small children. Therod is not for general use but for very
undisciplined youths who would otherwise go on the path to ruin. In a politically correct society a court
case might be instigated by the application of thisrule.

SECTI ON FOUR 23. 15-24. 23

THISSHORT SECTION BEGINSWITH A SERIESOF COMMANDSWHICH FIT THE PARENTAL
STUATION AND THAT OF THE SOPHERIM EQUALLY WELL

Wse children give joy -Paternal instructions 15-25

My son if your HEART is spiritual (wise) MY HEART will shinefor joy-yes| myself will rejoice and
my inner being will exult or triumph (Hebrew x/[) when you speak thethingsthat areright Itisa
"victory" when young men can give an ordered discourse on "making the way straight” or
""righteousness’.

(1)Do not let your heart be provoked or jealouson account of sinnersbut let it bein awe of the
LORD all day long (Here the Hebrew miy is metaphorical for "a lifetime") for surely thereis" here
after” and your hopeisnot to be cut off Scriptureis clear-"eternity” or "remotetime” isset in man's
heart(Ecc3.11)Hear my Son and be spiritual (wise) and direct your heart straight in the way (or
righteousness)

(2)Do not be with the onesintoxicated or drunken (Hebrew abs) with wineor likethe prodigal
squanderers of meat for the glutton and the squanderer will be made poor or dispossessed for
slumber or " light sleep™ (Hebrew hmm) will clothe a man with rent gar ments (Hebrew [rq) Hear
your father-this very one who begot you.

(3) And do not despise your mother when or because sheisold.

(4)Buy the truth and do not sell -also buy spiritual wisdom and doctrine -cum-discipline and
under standing by mediator.

Thefather of therighteouswill go round in exulting circlesand he who bears a spiritually wise
son will rgjoicein him. Your father and mother will regoice and she who bore you will actively
rejoice.

45



Separated to God or seduced -two paths for the heart 26-28

"My son giveyour HEART to meand let your eyeswatch or observe (Hebrew rxi) my way"

For aharlot isa deep pit and a strange woman a narrow well. She also ambushes as one catching
prey and sheaddsto the" faithless' "treacherous' and covert ones’ among mankind. The choice
is so often between pleasure or love which is of a self serving and fleshly sort and a deep love for God-
the choice between EROS and AGAPE. Asever out of the heart are the issues of life.

A purpl e passage on the excesses of w ne 29-35

Who haswailing woe or lamentation? (Hebrew yia a cognate of "lust, turning aside"); who has
misery or poverty or wretchedness? ( Hebrew jiba a cognate of "inclination, wishes' )who has
strife(Hebrew mymam a cognate of "depression” -also used in Genesis 6.3 where the Spirit of God is said
to "strive" with man but alsois"grieved" and has been for 2000 years-so we must ask, "how long can
this grief and this age last?) Who has a quarrel? Who has wounds without need or cause? (Hebrew
[xp-the sort of* wound" Isaiah describesin Isaiah 1.6 or wounds like that which Lamech feared-i.e. a
"deadly wound") The question could be answered in one word, " Jesus'-for His wounds wer e gratuitous
or gracious too-but they had an efficient cause-"the love that would not let us go" Who hasdark
flashing or fierce eyes? (Hebrew Ikj meaning "be-dimmed" and "fierce") (Thisall) belongsto those
who linger or remain long at wine, to those who take spiced up wine (Hebrew Jsm "wine mixed with
spices such as myrrh and opiates)

(5) Do not look to choose for yourself (Hebrew har ) wine when it becomesred when it creates
fountainsin the cup, when it makesitsway straight (to the brain) Its afterward or sequel -it will
bite like a serpent.(Hebrew JV7which means "to bite" and "to take usury” so it continues to abuse) and
it will disperselikethe sting of a hissing viper The fast and deadly dispersing of intoxication
(Hebrew vrp) and the foaming sound of liquor are both combined herein a vivid portrayal to great
effect Your eyeswill see strange things Things "foreign" to normal vision and your heart will utter a
series of changed or brandishing (Hebrew Jph -like "flashing swords")words. Y ou will belike one
who liesdown to slegp in the middle of the ocean! Or like onewho liesadeep at thetop of a ship's
mast or rigging! (Hebrew I65)They struck mebut | was not sore; they beat meto piecesand | did
not know it (Hebrew mIh meaning "to hammer™) Here are some sad and quite funny scenarios which
highlight not alone the bravado but the sheer folly and tragedy of drunken inebriation. It may be that
these scenes are not just imaginary-for Solomon had merchant sailors and no doubt some of them fell to
their death from ships on account of having imbibed too much wine.

PROVERBS 24

"Wsdont builds & fills the house 1-4

(2) Do not burn with jealousy anger or envy on account of fleshly men of evil and calamity.

(2)Do not desireto bein their company for they will growl in their heart for destruction and their
lipswill talk of wickedness or vexation.

By spiritual wisdom a house will be built and by understanding it will (eventually) have been
established. Spiritual people who keep close to the LORD and people who are directed by his Spirit,
His Son and His Word will look to the future with vision. Their family lifewill grow and their families
will be established And with " learning" theinner chambersor storerooms (Hebrew rdy) arefilled
with all riches both precious and pleasant.

Solonmon initiated an international strategy with the zeal of a

general at war 6

A warrior (Hebrew rby) of spiritual wisdom standsin heroic fortitude or firmness and a man of

learning or knowledge (often but not exclusively of "knowledge of God") isalert and swift in strength

or productive power (Hebrew jk) For in leagues or binding covenantsyou will make your war and

in greatness of counsdlling thereissalvation The phrase isusedin 11.14 and 15.22 and | prefer the

reading "By the greatness of counselling” (Hebrew x[iy brb) because not the multitude of them but the

superior source of wisdom from which counsel emanatesisin view) Solomon is setting out his strategy
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as a statesman. He prepared with the zeal and mapping of a strategic planner in war how to take to his
side nations and peoples. Unhappily a large part of this strategy was inter-marriage and though his
bonds of covenant wer e thus cemented unless the added stock were converted to the LORD he was
taking to himself foreign religion which did not sit well with theocracy. In concubinage by covenanting
his own care of foreign princesses he secured control of their destiny for a time but this strategy had in
it the seeds of future ruin.

| mpi ety does not nake effective | eaders 7

Spiritual mattersare sublimeto a fool (Hebrew fra "impious' or "stomach"[the kind of foolishness
that isall food] as opposed to the "fading fool" Nabal of Psalms 14 & 53) he does not open his mouth
in the gate (asa counsellor heis useless)

Call sin "sin" 8-9

The designer of evil will be called a™ husband of contrivance" or " unchaste husband" (Hebrew
mmz) Contriving impiety issin and the scoffer isabhorrent to mankind or an abomination
belonging to the human race. In these latter days impiety is next to lionized but in the LORD'S eyes it
remains abhorrent.

Attitude to Persecution 10-12

If you have become feeble in the day of adversity your ability to exert yourself isnarrow or
limited. It is"pressure” that tests the strength we have. Hostile persecution and distress will either
bring out strength or manifest weakness. Deliver those who are taken to die and look or would that
you would save or restrain thosetottering to their death. If you say, " We personally did not know
this' does not Hewho examinesor ponders hearts understand? And the keeper of your soul does
Henot know? And will He not requite mankind according to its deeds (or) a man individually for
those deeds he attempts and prepares (Hebrew I[p)

Spirituality and the future 13-20

My son eat honey becauseit isgood and honey dropping from the comb becauseit is sweet to your
palate so shall the learning of spiritual wisdom beto your soul. If you have discovered it thereis
an " afterward" or "afuture' and your hope will not be cut off.

(3)Do not liein wait, O wicked one, against the resting place of the righteous

(4) Do not destroy or lay waste his quiet home! (Hebrew zbr) For a righteous man may fall seven
times and rise but the wicked will sink together in calamity (The righteous may fall or fail of
purpose [Hebrew Ipi whereas the wicked will fall fromweariness or seduction [ Ivk] or froma

whol esal e weakness)

(5)Do not rgjoicein thefall (failed purpose) of your enemy and when he staggersin wholesale
weakness

(6)Do not dancein exultation lest the LORD seeit and it be evil in Hiseyesand He turn hiswrath
away from him. The LORD does not permit triumphalism and may indeed do good to those who for the
meantime we might count enemies.

(7)Do not become angry (Hebrew hrj) because of the evil doers

(8)Do not bejealous or envious (Hebrew fng) because of the wicked (guilty or tumultuous) for there
will not bea " future" or " afterward” for the evil man and the lamp of the tumultuous will be
extinguished (Hebrew J[d)

Avoid shifty nen 21-22
My son, fear the LORD and theking; do not become a familiar with those who change- for their
heavy burden or misfortune or calamity (Hebrew dja) will rise at the opening of the eye Both the
"rising" and the "opening of the eye" are pictures derived from awaking in the morning. So "calamity
dawning with daylight" is the meaning and who knows the calamity or affliction that these two can
bring? In other terms, "Who knows what a day may bring? And who knows what our eyes shall behold
that instigates ruin or isawaiting our waking eyes?
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SECTI ON FI VE 24vv23-34 A Preacher's delight

These things also belong to the spiritually w se: 23-27

It demands deeper insight to focus the permanent value of the proverb that follows

(a) It isnot good to show admiration for facesin judgement One can perfectly well admire peoplein
a neutral situation but when one is judging between persons favouritism has no place. He who saysto
the guilty " You arerighteous’ -him the mother cities or peopleswill curse or pierce (Hebrew bgn)
Thisisarather special statement because as contextually interpreted it relates to unfair preferential
treatment but interpreted alongside the main bible message it relates to Christ who was " cursed” or
took the curse because He died to make the guilty who trust Him righteous. M etropolitan cities or
peoples will be angry on account of nations Thisis not just a general case-it is one of international
significance and the Person involved attracts anger on account of His care of the Gentiles. It is
inevitable that we should see Christ here-Christ in Proverbs as the Justifier or sprinkler of many
nations. The cities of Jerusalem and Rome in particular were angry with Christ and His followers.

(b) But belonging to " those that make clear or contend for " (the pierced one) or figuratively
"those who arein the sunshine" (Hebrew jkj)of the pierced onethere are delights or beauty and
brightnessor grace & favour (Hebrew m[n) and upon them will come the blessing of the Good One.
The scripture envisages revelation and joy and grace and blessing for those who stand with the one who
bears the curse.

(c)Hewho repliesin straight words or brings back a messagein straight wordswill kissthelips.
An honourable messenger will show genuine affection. This relates to Judas to whom Jesus said,
"Betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?" The Hebrew verb "to kiss" is gvn which means "to adjust
oneself or submit” in fidelity. Judas chose a sign of fidelity as a signal of betrayal. The ancient proverb
is accurate of Judas who was loyal to his promiseto the priests but not to Christ. Mark 14.45 records
that he "kissed Jesus affectionately katepiinocav

(d)Prepareyour outside ministry or service or mission on which you are sent and keep ready or
on destiny in thefield as befits you and afterwards build your house. Thisis putting first things
first-it is seeking first the kingdom. The farmer first sows and harvests -so should we enter into His
Kingdom's seedtime and harvest and thereafter consider household matters-so Christ says, "He who
loves father or mother or wife before meis not worthy of me." Judas put estate & house first

More comrands & instruction for the spiritually w se 28-34

(e)(9)Do not be gratuitously a witness against your neighbour and lay your self open with your lips
or " plough thingsup" with your lips This command also has a bearing on the action of Judas. The
peril in which he placed himself was exactly because he broke the 9th commandment. Love for ones
neighbour is seen in our speech

(H)(20) Do not say, "I will do to him ashe hasdoneto me" "1 will return to the man according to
his planned action™ . To avoid this reaction forgiveness is needful and the attitude that says, "Do to
others as you would they should do to you" This concept approaches the NT Ethic

(9) | passed along afield of alazy man and to a vineyard of one man without heart or affections
(i.e.aman of hard heart) and behold it grew up full of thorns, itsface hidden by nettles. Its
surrounding stones (wall) were broken down. And | looked upon it with affection (Hebrew hzj)
and set it upon my heart or affections. | looked on it prophetically to take for myself a lesson for
myself The vineyard features exactly thusin the story Jesus told. He "loved it" and came to occupy it
and make it productive again. At the end of days He will return to His vineyard yet again and take away
the hurtful things and restore its breaches and establish himself in place of its meantime tenants.

(h)A little dream alittle lumber alittle embracing of the handsto sleep (Hebrew bkv) (with a
partner) or folding of the handsto rest and your poverty will come asa man who iswandering
about or a vagabond (Hebrew JIh tm) and your want or being without asa " man with

protection” (Hebrew mm vya) who comes as a thief. The only thing a person requires to be poor isto do
nothing and the only thing a soul needs to do to belost isto be asleep as to the claims of Christ. The
result is "wandering" and in respect of salvation -to despiseit isto be in danger of the coming of Christ
as a thief or the coming of death equally suddenly. Here we come to the end of eight most instructive
spiritual lessons which the writer sets down under thetitle” Thingsthat belong to the Spiritual”
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PROVERBS 25
SECTI ON 6 CHAPTERS 25-29

A section Vital to understanding the overall purpose of "Proverbs”
and its outworking

Proverbs copies by "the nen of Hezekiah" 1

These also arethe proverbs of Solomon which the men (Hebrew via with a possible connection to
"men who wereill" or had been "wounded" or "sorrowful” simply “men" but not in the sense of "strong
men"-this usage is of great interest as placed beside "Hezekiah" which means "the LORD" takes hold
of" or "strengthens’ or "binds Himself fast to " or "adheresto") of Hezekiah king of Judah
"transferred by new written copy” (Hebrew gt/ ) and " set free" [or made widely available] from
one book to other (s) There now follow five chapters of Proverbs or "sentences' which by nature stand
in their own right. These sayings or "bywords" are like the NT sayings of Christ rapoyuia " -they are
literally "neighbours" in the human mind-they become "familiar” and are used time and time again in
conversation. They are woven into the essence of conversation as ingeniously representing wisdom.
Thisisthe special ministry of Solomon and of Christ that they lastingly influenced human language by
these maxims or epigrams which became the parlance of many nations where the bible is known. Part
of every Christian's task is to bring the Proverbs out of cold storage to do for English and other
languages what Solomon succeeded to do for Hebrew-to "spiritualise’ language and revive its power to
communicate God's wisdom

God i s sovereign, kings keep counsel privy 2-3

It istheglory of God to conceal a matter but the glory of kingsisto investigate sear ch out and
examine a matter. The unknown beginnings and future of our world and the unknown future
provenance of our lives arein God's hands. Thisisthe strength of the triune God and His glory-to keep
the detail of developing history to Himself. Kings and rulers desire to search out every matter and get
on top of the facts. The "national press’ is part of this and especially the "secret services' of each
nation. The heaven for loftiness of distance, the earth for depth of valley and of the heart
(reasoning or finer emotions such as hatred fear love joy sorrow) of kingsthereisno searching or
examining. Monarchs relish remaining in a bubble of mystique and cultivate distance between them
and the public largely for reasons of pride and safety. The LORD is naturally hidden because His ways
are so far removed from ours and he hides secrets for reasons of government and grace.

Vessel s and service 4-7
Separate the base metal (Hebrew myys) from silver and it will go to the silversmith for silver
vesseals. Separ ate the tumultuous from the presence of the king and histhrone will be established
in righteousness. The refinement of our base lives by Christ through the work of the Holy Spirit is
creating in us Hisimage and making us into "vessels for His use"
Vessels only blessed Master, but with all thy wondrous power
Flowing through us Thou doest use us every day and every hour.

Do not do yourself honour or adorn yourself in costly attire before the king and do not stand to
minister in the position of the great for it isbetter that he saysto you, " Come up here" than that
you should be lowered befor e the face of a prince whom you spotted [lower than you] whose place
you havetaken. The "prince" (Hebrew bd)) isthe "one ready to become king"-to take his place would
be a major indiscretion. Under the gospel all things are different-the prince has "humbled Himself* and
given us a place upon the throne so that we are priests and kings to our God

Nei ghbours and news 8-10

Do not go hastily or rashly (Hebrew rhm) to contend in law besides what will you do afterwards
when your neighbour has caused you to be disgraced (Hebrew mlk) and do not keep opening the
secret to another lest he who hearsit keeps bringing you into contempt and the creeping repute of
dander never turnsaway or back from you. It isassumed that behind strife there is some "familiar
acquaintance" or "verbal deliberation” of which the inner truth is known to both contestants at law.
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Should it come out it would lastingly blight the reputation of the one who has caused the offence. It was
far better to settle with the party immediately involved. Jesus rehearsed this wisdom in Matthew 18.17
and in Matthew 5.25.

Wrds and situations 11

| have selected art work for the cover of this commentary that is based on the Proverb because Solomon
sent out his Proverbs with spiritual intent that they would beautify renew and cleanse the fountain of
human communication

A word spoken " on itswheel” or " quickly" or "initsown time" so " appropriately” is" apples of
gold in settingsin " firm frames" (Hebrew Jvm) of silver Words like apples have a specific season and
words need to be held tightly in tension as a painting of applesin a firmly fixed frame. The setting of
wordsisimportant -that it be a refined setting and that words be thus gracious as well as beautiful and
appropriate. The basic reality of words as "pictures’ was well understood and employed usefully by
Solomon. He was a real wordsmith and his proverbs were geared to spiritualising his whole society at
the fountain of its converse.

Counsel | ors and counsel 12

Likeearringsof gold (Hebrew bh?) and a necklace (Hebrew ylj) of precious gold (Hebrew mtk) isa
man of spiritual wisdom who givesreproof (Hebrew jky meaning 'one bringing [into the sunshine])
to a listening ear. One hasto look at the comparison for the spiritual truth. First, the jewellery isan
ornament to the ears and the jewellery is constantly worn. Anyone who brings your life and mine into
the sunshine on any tedious matter and sets before us the glory of revelation is a valuable person. Such
apersonis"puregold' and should be given access at any time to advise us. A necklace is worn about
the neck and like earringsis generally the jewellery of a lady. Usually the two items correspond but
here the second is of the richer gold. The neck is often associated with rugged or sullen objection to
counsel. A counsellor whose rebuke is received by the "stiff-necked" is to be highly esteemed indeed.
The Counsellor needs to gain the ear but also be able to address the will and the heart to achieve his
aims. What is heard may go in one ear and out the other unless the heart is changed. Thereis a set of
objectives to be gained asthereis a set of jewellery worn.

Messengers and M ssionaries 13

Asthe cold tumbling down of snow (Hebrew mx| cold] from I1x tumbling down) in a day of
harvesting isafaithful circuit messenger (Hebrew ryx) (or one who "betakes himself to the way" cf
Joshua 9.4) to those who commissioned him ;herestoresthe soul of hismasters. Thisalso has
application beyond business-the faithfulness of gospel messengers who face all trialsin all weathers-
sowing in the morning noon and the dewy eve pleases the LORD of the harvest and thrills God's heart.

G vers and Gving 14

Vapour clouds and wind without rain -so isthe man who boasts (Hebrew /14 literally "to shine")
falsely of himself asto giving. The LORD gives bountiful showers which produce seed in the earth. But
wind and cirrus clouds promise no fertilising showers. A man who fails to support the work of the
LORD islike the wind and his boast mirrors no harvest. The LORD is not impressed by those who want
to "shine" He loves a cheerful giver.

Pat i ence and persuasi on 15

By long patience a judge magistrate military commander or leader will have been rendered
intensely open to persuasion and a gentle or tender (Hebrew Jkr) tongue by itself shattersa strong
bone. "Treasury" has"a soft answer will often accomplish most difficult things' How such a soft spoken
tongue could accomplish this feat does not require to be spelled out. Clearly a quiet command of a king
could effect it through a third party. The persuasion of a tough lawyer or hardened army commander
requires patience and time. The soft tissue of the tongue and the hard mass of the bone are contrasted
but because the tongue executes the legidlative function of the brain it is of superior power

O pleasant discourse 16
Have you found honey; eat sufficient lest you satiate your self on it and you vomit it up in one go.
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To discover honey is akin to discovering someone who is good to talk to. However, conver sation should
be line upon line and learning by discourse has to be in short dosage. That is why universities employ
the technique of lectures so that the student can take in the maximum quota of learned material at a
sitting. The same principle applies to Christian discourse and the sermon.

Visiting 17

Beonewhorarely setsfoot in your neighbour's house, lest he eventually has enough of you and
will cometo hate you. Visits to neighbours should be infrequent lest proximity be taken for familiarity
and there be a collision of life style. The word "rare" also means "precious’ and so such visits when
they do occur are quite special and appreciated.

The danger of untruthful speech 18

A man who answerswith false withess against his neighbour isa hammer, a sword a sharp arrow.
The falsehoods may be per petrated by many hammer blow references or by one terrible thrust or by
firing a random statement which lands far away but has wide impact. So whatever the manner of false
speech its effect will ultimately be real. The world is but a village.

Take care in maki ng confidants! 19

Confidencein afraudulent or perfidiousman in a day of troubleislike a bad tooth or afoot that
tottersor trips. When thereis difficulty the fraudster is far away. Even on a good day such a deceiver
isa broken reed. A bad tooth causes pain and is best extracted-so is a fraud best taken out of your list of
friends. A foot that is made to vacillate is one which sways or dithers and the lesson is to stop dithering
and walk steadily with better companionship.

Don't | et sadness prevail 20

Asthe onewho takes off a garment on awinter'sday and asvinegar (Heb xmj) upon oil based
soap (Heb rti) so isonewho singsjoyful songson a broken heart. Taking off ones coat in the cold
increases the impact of the cold and cuts the comfort. Vinegar presumably neutralises soap and reduces
its power to clean. Smilarly cascades of joy will not impact the broken heart for good. Scripture tells us
to sit where people sit and not to expect them to sit where we sit; to weep with those that weep and
rejoice with those who rejoice. Romans 12.15 Ezekiel 3.15 There is no way one can wrench the broken
fromtheir tears. Even David played sympathetically -not using a trumpet but a mournful harp to revive
the spirit of Saul.

W nni ng back a personal foe 21-22

If your enemy (one who hates you) is suffering with an empty stomach cause him to be given food
to eat and if heisabsolutely thirsty cause him to drink water for you will take (Heb Aty meaning
"seize") live coals (Heb /jg not "dark black ones' Heb mjp) upon his head. This idea comes fromthe
Arab figure of "causing fire in the liver" which speaks of suffusing with shame. It is"love" that coversa
multitude of sins and relationship is renewed not by "shaming” or "blaming” but by relieving and
unburdening. And the LORD will repay your debt. You showed love and gave generously of bread
and water like the Good Samaritan-the LORD will "make peace” (Hebrew mlv-meaning make SHALOM,
which is exactly the reward one seeks) When Paul in Romans 12.20 uses the word "heap" (Greek
ocwpew) he is speaks of heaping one thing on another-in other words following the discipline of God
represented in the loss of food and water supplies the grace of God is to be shown to the man by direct
giving and grace upon grace by heaping upon the fortified man anthracite so he can immediately begin
to cook the food he has been given.. Paul says, "Give himdrink "quickly" and food "quickly" using the
o termination of the Greek verbs and adds that as you "are inspired to do this on a continuing basis’
you will show the genuineness of your care. anthracite Paul refersto is used for kindling fire has great
value for baking bread and heating water which fulfils the " continued" interest in the need of this
former enemy(Hebrew participle "taking” htj) beyond just donating immediate food. The victory Paul
seeks to achieve is one of love and a changed heart. The meansis|ove and "the coals of fire" have yet
another symbolic meaning in Hebrew scripture. They tell of the altar on which atonement (Isaiah
6.6)was made which is the source of repair of relationships and the power that overcomes enmity.
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H dden t houghts provoke anger 23

The cold north wind regularly brings violent heavy rain and a secretive tongue (one that
conceals)very angry faces. The "north" isthought of as the obscure or dark quarter of the heavens-so
the "obscure" tongue may temporarily conceal but it reliably angers. The scripture hereis asking for
"openness’ which is our understanding of the word "truth” certainly in the NT (Greek ain0sia—"not
hidden)

Si x shots against "contention" -Sol onon's strongest nessage to wonen
24

It isbetter to abide by the pinnacle of a roof top than with awoman of contentions sharing a
house This proverb isrepeated six timesin Proverbs (19.13, 21.9, 21,19, 25.24, 27.15,27.16)The
thought of being behind the safety wall on the roof suggestsit is safer there than in the house itself
though it may not be comfortable the hot rage of the woman is harder to bear than the mid-day sun and
the night time cold less penetrating than her harsh words.

Gospel refreshnment 25

As cool quiet watersupon thewearied life soisgood newsfrom afar country. In Israel the Jordan
was fed by the chill waters of Mount Hermon and its quiet flowing waters would be refreshing to one
who was weary fromtoil or travel. The Hermon source might be far away but its waters were ever so
welcome. So the message of encouragement from a distance is uplifting. The gospel itself has fulfilled
this promise in many lands.

Mai nt ai ni ng the right 26

A righteous man who waver s before or inclinestowardsthewicked islikea miry spring or a
putrid well Itisso easy to givein and to fold before wrong in the ascendant-but that would be to
murky the sour ce of justice and despoil the purity of what is right-it would be to deny to the travellers
along life's road the refreshment they need from righteousness displayed and available era upon era.

Danger of digging into the mnd or neans of others 27

To eat lots of honey isnot good and the searching or investigation (Hebrew rbj "to diginto") of
their wealth or mind or preciousthingsor theglory of their glory (isnot good) It is good to taste
the honey of bees but dangerousto go into their hive to displease them. So it is good to taste what the
rich will donate but not to be over inquisitive.

D scipline 28

The man who hasnorestraint or dominion over hisown spirit islike a city broken down with no
wallsleft. The human life requires discipline to protect it from excesses and dangers. Without such
ability to shut out evil influence the human lifeislike a city open to all who lay siegetoit.

PROVERBS 26

Fool s-inert inpious people possessed of grandi ose i deas and bound by bad
habits 1-5

(1) Doom and cursing cone their way 1-2

Assnow in summer and down pours of rain in harvest so weight of honour isnot becomingin a
great fool. The unseasonable nature of the inclement weather |eads one to remark that while folly
persists great honour should not be accorded to a fool. Show and rain "wash out" harvesting and folly
puts paid to successful enterprise. Likea sparrow that flitsto and fro and a swallow that flies
around so a cursewill not come gratuitously.(Hebrew mj meaning "gifted" or "gratuitous') It isnot
"under grace" The word curse Hebrew //g has also the meaning "swift" and indeed evil strikes
suddenly. Solomon says, however, it does not come by grace. There is always a reason behind what the
LORD allows which is as understandabl e as the location where the sparrow or the swift may land. Evil
seems unpredictable but these birds generally nest in familiar territory.
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(2)Di scipline-words of little use 3

A whip for ahorseand abridlefor adonkey and arod for afool's back. The "fool" hereis not just
someone who despises religion-it speaks rather of an "inertness’ associated with being bound by bad
practice and given to gross habits and generally incapable of learning but by basic discipline

(3)Directness in conversation 4-5

You will not answer a big fool according to hisfolly (Hebrew t/ia meaning "that which is pre-
eminent” as"hornsin the case of the ram" as "hisbelly" or "His physical strength") lest you also sink
down or havea pitfall (Hebrew ji) like him Answer a big fool according to hisbig notionslest he
appear spiritually wisein hisown eyes. Scripture appears to give two pieces of contrary advicein this
context but what is being said is that you might naturally answer (The Hebrew is a simple "future
tense"[you will answer] ordinarily accepting his premises and thus fall into guiding him amiss and
compounding his notions. The command comes next with the Hebrew imper ative] You must answer] a
fool reecting hispremises and in like manner stating true "pre-eminent” beliefs lest he believe his
foolish beliefs or believe heis spiritually wise.

(4) Diplomatic mssion not for fools 6

Hewho sends oracular words(Hebrew rbd "vital words" or "decisive matters') by the hand of a big
fool cutsoff or ends (the value of) hisfeet (or sending agency) and drinks pleasurably or banquets
(Hebrew htv) with violence.

(5) Discursive teaching not for fools 7

Asrunning legs dislocated must be feeble and grow weak so isdidactic discoursein the mouth of a
fool. The lecture rooms of fools are not just empty -they do not exist. The trouble with dislocated legsis

that the runner gets nowhere and so it is with conveying meaning and truth the fool gets nowherein this
area.

(6) Doing honour to a fool is sensel ess 8

Likeaman who presses a little stone (Hebrew rrx) in a heap of stonesis one who gives an honour
to afool. The translation of Coverdale links this with the custom of casting a stone on a heap where a
criminal isburied. To plant a gemthereislike giving honour to a fool. Thisis the simplest
interpretation. Placing another stone on a heap that shows the way perhaps in the desert- called
"Mercury's heap" is the custom preferred by the Vulgate translators. Towrap it in a bag or to add a
valuable stone to the field stones in whatever context is an act of folly akin to giving honour to a fool.
The stone will be stolen by the next observant passer by and to place it therein the first instance makes
no contribution to guiding the traveller or bringing opprobrium upon the criminal so honour makes no
useful contribution to the life of a fool. The NKJ trandlation "binding a stonein a sling” is an imported
idea which neglects the "heap" that is at the centre of the historic image but it has this going for it- it is
novel.

(7) Dictuns of wisdomnean nothing to fools 9

Likeathorn going up into the hand of adrunkard isa proverb or discoursein the mouth of fools
The drunkard hardly feels the thorn and the fool will not concern himself with the import or application
of wise proverbs

(8) Dammation: Christ the Judge 10

Thegreat Initiator of all thingsor thegreat Piercer (asin "traumatiser” Isaiah 53.5) isthe payee of
both the great fool and the transgressor Solomon speaks here of the LORD under the term "the One
who begins® and the "one who ends’ or "slays'. In his hand lies the ultimate judgement of the impious
and self-important fool bound to his sinful habits.

(9) Doubling up on past folly 11
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Asthebarking dog returnsto its vomit so the big fool returns a second timeto hisfolly | once tried
with all energy of mind to rescue a victim of foolish ways but to my sorrow found that dear soul
contrived a second entrapment. Within the Christian dispensation through the gospel thereis hope
when a man lays down his own notions and humbly follows the way of Christ in the power and wisdom
of anew life

(10) Doing ny best to please God 12

Have you seen the future of a man spiritually wisein hisown eyes? Thereis more hopefor the
great fool than for him. The fool may ultimately "bind himself fast" to the LORD in repentance and
find hope but a man who thinks himself naturally alright spiritually(the "self-righteous") is a greater
fool than our big fool of this section of the book of Proverbs. The final remark shows there is hope for
the fool when he "wraps himself around the LORD by faith. (Hebrew hig)

The |l azy man 13-16

(1) A man of Alibis 13

A leisurely languid man (Hebrew IX[ )says" Thereisaroaring lion (Hebrew Ijv) in theway" ; " a
cruel lion amidst the streets The laid back lifestyle of a man of languor suits staying put and not
getting involved with the outside world. The result is that the wider world becomes for him a no-go area
and he would be pleased if others believed it was a dangerous place. Thisis the fourth duplication of
such reference. cf 15.19, 19.15, 22.13 and now 26.13

(2) A man who sleeps a lot 14

Asadoor turnsaround or revolveson itshinges so the lazy man turnson hisbed Lazy people are
too fond of their beds for their own good. A door spends years revolving on hinges in one location and
lazybonesis aslikely to frequent his bed diurnally and spend a good part of hislifeturninginit.

(3) A man of huge appetite 15

Thelazy man burieshishand in a platter or large pan (Hebrew hjlx) 1t gives him troubleto bring
it back to his mouth Utter turpitude means that even in eating the lazy man probably never uses table
and plates-he eats directly out of the cooking pot and that is as much as heiswilling to do.

(4) An opinionated man 16

Thelazy man iswiser in hisown eyesthan seven men that can return a discerning answer or
revokethe edict of aking. (Hebrew m[f ybyvm )it requires great skill to overturn royal decrees as
Daniel discovered in Daniel 7.10.But the lazy man mistakenly believes himself to be wiser than the
sages.

The Meddl er 17

Hewho in passing by has entered into (Hebrew rb/[ "transgressed into") a disputewhich isnot hisis
like man holding a dog by itsears It is unnecessary and quite unwise to play with ravenous dogs and
equally foolish to enter the disputes of other people. The world gquestioned the wisdom of the United
Sates of America when with the help of Great Britain it entered Irag. This action was an inter national
act on a par with entering personal disputes. It could be argued that it contributed not a little to
unsteadying the whole world and enraging nations.

The Dangerous Person 18-19

Likeamad man (Hebrew hlhltnm) firing firebrands, arrows and death is a man who deceives or
tripsup hisneighbour and says, " | wasonly joking" . To deal in dangerous items such as knives or
guns and use themin a hap hazard manner is not funny. Today mercifully we have become more
conscious of matter of public safety. We have a continuing duty for the wellbeing of our neighbours.

The Tal ebearer 20-22
Wherethereisno further wood afireis quenched (Hebrew hbk) and without a talebearer strife
will be stilled (Hebrew gtv of "waves becoming still") It is babbling or tale-bearing that fuels strife.



As coal (Hebrew mjp) to burning coals (Hebrew /5 and wood to fire so isa man of contention to
kindling or burning strife A fiery contention may be susceptible of containment but to introduce
further dispute will causeit to burn with fury. Words of a talebearer arelike" men of bread" The
idea hereislike our "gingerbread men" or other dainty figurines of the confectioner and these go
down to the depths of the stomach. Not only do they "go down well" as we say but they are not soon
forgotten and children remind their mama and nana again and again about them. Such are the words of
a talebearer-sweet and very hard to forget.

Hat e bearing speech 23-28

Fervent lipswith abad heart arelikedrossor inferior silver overlaid on wood brassor iron. There
seems to be an outward beauty or ornament but the vessel is of a base sort. So the heart cannot be made
beautiful by feigned warm affection of lip. He who hates will dissemble with hislipsor feign himself
astranger with hislipsand deep within himself he lays a foundation of deceit There iswicked work
brewing in many a heart where hatred rules. People treasure up schemes of evil against those they hate
bitterly. Solomon was aware like Jeremiah of the " deceitfulness of the heart” (Jeremiah 17.9) When his
voiceisgraciousdo not believe him for there are seven abhorrent thingsin hisheart. Grace does
not arise out of a heart of hatred but one where love dwells. Thereis no credibility among men of
hateful heart. His hatred is covered by bustle and shouting hiswickedness will berevealed in the
congregation. It is not possible to disguise hatred amongst God's people. The Word of God reveals the
sin of man. The fellowship of saints reveals the way the heart is. The Song of Praise or its absence
reveals the heart.

PROVERBS 27

Yesterday is gone Tonorrow is not mne 1

Do not have had celebration or boast yourself on account of theday " Tomorrow" for you will not
know what a day will birth. Paul is a splendid example of discipline of heart and mind. He said, "l
will glory in tribulations, in the LORD,.... in my apostleship, in infirmities, in the cross Romans 5.3,
1Cor 1.31, 2 Cor 10.17,..... 2Cor 11.18, 2 Cor 12.9, Gal 6.14

Don't bl ow your own trunpet 2

Let astranger (Hebrew rz"aforeign person”) celebrate or praise you and not your own mouth
(Hebrew jp meaning among other things' blowing"); one unknown or an alien and not your own lips
(that you should "lick up" and enjoy your own praise)

What is heavier than stone or sand ? 3

Stoneis heavy and sand isweighty to lift but the anger or displeasure (Hebrew mfk meaning
"provocation”) of a fool (Hebrew /ra " one of pre-eminence [ self-importance] " or "belly” or ina
religious sense like Iywa "worshipper of Merodach” hence "errorist") is heavier than both.

Sonet hi ng worse than anger 4

Hot wrath isdaring or cruel (Hebrew rzka meaning "routs the enemy) and anger (Hebrew pa "sudden
rage") isaflood (Hebrew pfv meaning "an inundation” or "overflowing river"-carrying all beforeit)
but who will stand or minister before the face of jealousy rivalry or ardent zeal (Hebrew haig
meaning deep rage at another for their prosperity or actions or what they are and represent)

Love nust act-God so |oved..... t hat he gave John 3.16 5

Open rebukeisbetter than hidden love Out of affection one may stand back from advising in the
negative or correcting one who is admired but that isto fail a friend. To hide ones genuine care under
whatever guise-perhaps non-interference-is a mistake. "Secret love" remains desire unspoken and in a
sense it is self-destructive for bha or ayarnn is self-giving and rejoices in truth and not hiddenness

Judas' Kisses-cf Mtthew 26. 49 6
Faithful (Hebrew myman Niphal participle meaning " props made sure'[ by severe kindness] ) arethe
wounds (Hebrew [xp like [xb "to cut off finished woven work from the loom" so such wounds make us
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whole) of a friend but the adjustments or kisses of an enemy multiply themselvesor are many. The
contrast is between a few hurts that bring completeness to life as opposed to a mass of unreal emblems
of intimacy which deceive and bring grief to life-like Judas' kisses.

A hungry man eats anything 7

A satisfied soul throws out (Hebrew sib) the honeycomb (Hebrew tpr " sweet honey droppings’) to be
trampled on but to a famished soul every bitter thingis sweet (Hebrew gtm "for sucking" like xxm
"tasty”)

Wandering feet 8

Likeabird that wandersfrom thenest it built or from thereeds so isa man who keeps wandering
from where hewasraised or where he has become established. There lies behind this proverb the
thought of commitment. The bird can relinquish commitment readily but the man should take care of his
own. In 1 Timothy 5.8 we are told that to spurn care of one's own is to be "worse than an infidel"

Pl easure that titivates the enotions and pl easure that refreshes the
soul 9

Perfume and incense will bring joy to the heart and counsels of the soul are sweet to hisher friend
In Job 42.10 we read of Job praying for hisfriend or eating companion. A friend may bring beautiful
perfume but better still are counsels of the soul which are so good that they are to be relished and
tasted frequently.

What can a brother do? 10

Do not forsake your own friend or your father'sfriend and do not go to the house of your brother
in theday of burden ruin or calamity for better isonethat dwells nearby than a brother of
distance. The supports of society come through family friends. The Scots have a saying, " Auld freends
are guid freends" "A brother is born for adversity” Prov 17.17 Hebrew hrx-that is for times when
distress as "a family bereavement” or adversity such as the "threat of an enemy” occurs. So for instant
relief in calamity ook to people living near your homestead; for help with long term opposition or
family loss lean upon your family for support.)

A wi se son shields fromreproach 11

My son be spiritually wise and gladden my heart and | will reply to the word of him who
reproaches me A son who lives right brings public credit to his parents and spares them unwel come
criticism

Seeing the signs of the tines 12

A prudent or shrewd man (Hebrew mr[ meaning "one who" like Joseph "heaps up grain”-a man of
per ception and foresight) sees future bad thingsand conceals himself; the ssmple passon and are
fined or lose resour ces and money. Some walk into the eye of the storm unwittingly whilst the wise lies
hidden or is safeguarded fromits fury.

Di scouraging |icentiousness 13

Takethe garment of one who goes surety for a stranger (or worshipper of strange gods) for his
pledge on behalf of an unknown woman This advice is given as a caution to those who would or
could encourage prostitution

There is atine to visit 14

Hewho blesses hisfriend with aloud voicein the darkness of early morning will have it reckoned
to him for a curse. However well intentioned a visitor at the crack of dawn may be he will lower his
esteem by an inopportune visit. In my experience a well intentioned pastor fell into no end of
unsuspected troubles on account of a family visit paid at the wrong time. My wife and | experienced an
unwarranted family brow-beating through visiting a relative in hospital at an awkward moment though
we had done so with staff approval on a day off, at our earliest opportunity and on account of the
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imminent perceived danger that the patient would not live. This proverb is so true. Whatever other
factors are favourableif the time iswrong no other explanation of good intent will do.

Qut of the stornms of strife 15-16

Dripping (Hebrew pld" the drip drip drip” )of driving rain (Hebrew drf "lashing" )in a day when
the door is shut(i.e. when nobody ventures out) and a women of (continual) strife are ever so
depressing (Hithpipel of Ajv meaning ""get you down" " cause downcast eyes' bring the soul low")
Whoever restrains her restrainsthewind or whoever isdestined for her isdestined for a storm or
revival or emotions[of all kinds] and hisright hand will proclaim fruitfulness Sheis a vigorous
woman whose strife resurfaces as the wind revives and yet the man destined for her though he will live
a stormtossed lifeit will be one marked with fruitfulness and progeny. The redeeming feature of this
woman is that she will bear progeny to her longsuffering spouse. Professor Morris of Lampeter in the
SPCK commentary declares this verse "corrupt” in the Hebrew and points to the LXX which reads," the
north wind is sharp but it is named "propitious’ erideéioc which isthe nearest we get to "lucky" and it
appears in what might be called here the Greek alternative to scripture. | believe the Hebrew is far
mor e satisfactory and tells us that from depressing situations by endurance and love even such an
unpromising wife can become a blessing. Thisis the story of Jesus-"While we were yet sinners Christ
died for us'. Thereis ground for proclamation in reversing the strife of sin and proclaiming "oil" or
"fruit”. It is unlike Solomon the preacher to crescendo speaking about a "lucky wind". This section is of
great significance since it brings to a conclusion all the references to a "woman of strife" in the context
of the Spirit, preaching and fruitfulness. To strike out this significant section and pronounce it " corrupt"
is contextually inept and breaks faith with the received text of scripture.

Friendship | eads to spiritual sharpness 17

Asiron will sharpen iron so also a man will sharpen the face of hiscompanion or friend The
principle of iron sharpening iron is seen at work in the cylinder lawnmower. A French firm produced a
push mower called Ginge in the 1990's and possibly into the new millennium. My Ginge never needed
sharpening since its spring loaded blades constantly sharpened one another. It worked on this principle
As people enjoy companionship or "fellowship" effectiveness-in terms of fitness to serve Christ is
notably increased along with zeal for the LORD. The prayer triplet principle took advantage of this fact
and the success of the modern home bible study programme of many churchesis founded on this truism

The return of Christ 18

The onewho watchesthefig tree shall eat itsfruit The principle hereisthat the ripening fruit needs
to be guarded from predators and whoever is successful to guard the tree will be rewarded by fruit.
And hewho keepswatch for his master shall be honoured. This principle not only worksin the rural
setting of watching trees but operates spiritually in the church as we "who love His appearing” watch
for Himand do Hiswill. It was our LORD JESUS CHRIST who associated the fig tree with his coming
and in Luke 21.29 instructed us to watch the "fig tree” (cf also Matt 21 19-21 and Matt 24.32 & Lk13.6-
7). What honour indeed to be found watching when He comes, to be working in the field.

Each heart is special and known to God 19

According to waters (i.e. reflection) the faces belong to the faces so the heart of a man belongsto
that man The element of water acts asa mirror and each man can tell his own face if several kneel to
look on the surface of a pool. The water like the camera does not lie. So expressions of the heart such as
contrition, love, sorrow, bitterness, hardness, "double nature", understanding, will and purpose or
affections quite unique to the man reveal his character .The heart isa mirror of the man. This proverb
is not repeating the truth of Jeremiah 17.9 but rather telling us that a man's heart reveal s the stresses
and failures of that man

Hell will never be full 20

Hell and destruction will never befull so the eyes of mankind will not be satisfied. Behind this
proverb lies the wonder of grace. God prepared this place for the devil and his angels and yet millions
of mankind must be there besides. Hell wants more souls than earth will supply because Grace has set
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up a rescue shop within a yard of hell as General Booth said. Man is perpetually looking for something
-Jesus directed usto the "birds' and "flowers' and away from food and clothes towards things spiritual.
Only in this way-by the "look of faith" will any man find satisfaction and the power that springs the hell
bound trap.

Trial and character 21

A smelting pot for silver and a furnace for gold and a man belongsto the face of hisbrilliance or
celebrated praise. The process of creating fine silver and high carat gold we call "refining”. In the old
times the refiner looked in the pot to see his face and when it was absolutely plain the job was compl ete.
When precious metals are produced they are highly regarded and a man refined by trial will equally be
given large praise. These two principles- trial and Christ likeness- in their application and by their
results define character. In 1 Peter 1.7 we are taught that "the trial of our faith being much more
precious than gold" will be found unto "praise” at the LORD'S appearing.

Incorrigible folly 22

If you pound (Hebrew vitk) thefool in amortar in the middle of husbands of bruised corn his
foolishness will not depart from him. The work of the mortar and pestle in reducing the grains of corn
to meal succeeds with regularity but the size and strength of folly is beyond man to pound or train out of
him. Heisincorrigible.

Pastoral Care 23-27

Know and be awar e of the faces of your flocks of sheep and goats (Hebrew rax) and set your heart
to theflocks or onesleft behind or wanting (Hebrew rd[) Two things are required here. First how
are the sheep -are they fed and looking fit. Second, is there any missing from the flock? It was David
who said, "The LORD is my shepherd, | shall not be wanting" For richesare not for ever (Hebrew
mhy[ i.e. "alifetime" or the"era" of a dynasty) nor a diadem from generation to generation. When
thegrassisbare or the hay gathered and the green herbageis seen and the full grown herbsof the
hillsfull of seed are gathered the lambswill provide your clothing and the goatsthe buying price
of a field-you shall have sufficient goats milk for your food (it isto be remembered that this milk
produces good cheese) for the food provisions of your house and for the lives of your maidservants.
This quite beautiful passage shows that animal husbandry will reward the farmer at a time when the
ground has yielded its corn, the fields are bare and the new grass just showing. Solomon was wise to
realise that basic revenues in cash could be taken away and trappings of royalty cease but a few healthy
animals could prove vital to sustained family life in times of hardship. No economy can afford to neglect
what Dickens called "portable property” in the form of livestock. Spiritually too pastors need to be well
aware of those they serve-as to whether they arein Christ and as to whether some are missing or have
backslidden from the faith.

PROVERBS 28

The State of the Nation- 28 proverbs on the ups and down of nations

Spiritual union is strength 1

The guilty turbulent or wicked fleesfor safety when no oneisin pursuit but the righteous onesare
confidant asa lion. The guilty is seen as acting singularly on his own whereas the righteous in union
present asa lion. It is fellowship with the LORD and one another that induces this security.

"Representative" governnent 2

Because of the defection (Hebrew [vp "broken covenant™) of theland its nobility (Hebrew rc) is
numer ous. Even today if one takes trouble to scan the socio-political scene where there are numerous
sycophantic nobles close to the head of state enjoying privilege and sinecure settings we haveto ask is
corruption widespread? Is this people living humbly and righteous? Is each his brother's keeper?
Feudal England was no different from modern oligarchies which lack accountability to God and society
But by arepresentative man (Hebrew mda-as the first Adam who represented divine rule)-one who
understands and knows (God) instituted rectitude (Hebrew 7k) will be prolonged. The principle set
forth is that of covenant faithfulness -which is not bolstered by numbers but insured by righteous rule.
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Today within democracy the leader is answerable to the people astheir representative and true

monar chy which arose within theocracy is anachronistic. The British system endeavours to pay respect
to divine rule over kings whilst making parliament sovereign. For this curious re-construction which
through the monarch as head of the English Church has paid some respect to the above claims we are
indebted to Henry VIII and the Reformation for thefirst part and Oliver Cromwell on the other part.
The Cromwellian contribution with the ascendancy of parliament has taken us centuries to get beyond
the medieval mushrooming of nobility whilst the puritan application of the principle of the Supremacy
of the monarch under God within the New Covenant served to maintain the throne. There is no reason
to suppose that the alternative re-construction of a Republic with democratic government instituted to
honour the LORD could not equally lend continuity to the rectitude of state institutions provided in the
first instance that the Covenant principles of the LORD were represented in the constitution and
reflected in the second instance in the warp and woof of legislation. The dictum " The government of the
people by the people for the peopl€" secures against an estate of nobles and appears by default to
provide for wise and godly leadership. "Under the LORD" needs to be added-and it would seem but a
dreamtill Shiloh comes. Whilst "under god" has resonance the notion of "godhead" is now largely
divorced from the New Covenant with the result that original Puritan or biblical thinking has
succumbed to humanistic thinking. The best hope is that insofar as nations honour the LORD they will
be privileged to serve Himin continuance. Besides the principle of "Knowing the will of God"(in
matters moral & spiritual) there hasto be in leadership the principle of "Understanding by counsal” (in
matters historical & practical) Understanding is represented by "Privy Council” and " Cabinet" though
scriptureis explicit that "Understanding” begins with the LORD so the regard for the LORD and the
prayerfulness of members of all state institutionsis of great significance.

Wars of the poor yield no bread 3

A poor (Hebrew vr which is cognate to vir of Russia) or needy hero or soldier (Hebrew rby ) who
striveswith the feeble and powerless (Hebrew /d) is" sweeping rain™ and " no bread"” . The idea of
a revolutionary who has physical and numerical power without wisdom resultsin a broken people.
Whether Solomon who traded east is speaking of the powerful fierce but poor leaders that peopled the
north in hisday is uncertain. Certainly the twentieth century fulfilled this proverb literally. A current
glowing example of such conduct has been the administration of Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe.

GQuard the flock (of God) (Pastors feed the Church Kings guard the
state) 4

Those who forsake the Torah or commandments praise the wicked, but those who keep (Hebrew
rmv "guard the flock" hence protecting the good) the Torah will strivein battle (Hebrew hry meaning
"provoked and stirred against) with them This must speak of the continued international role of Israel
acting against the terrorists who gain praise from those who do not respect the commandments of the
LORD

Seeking the LORD 5

Fleshly men of evil will not understand justice but those that seek (Hebrew vgb) the LORD will
understand fully. Thisisnot a glib phrase-there is nothing gratuitous here-such people are prayerful
people who seek the face of God-how He directs and whether He regjoices or is silent or will chastise.

Sol onon did not | oose the common touch 6
Better isthe poor walking in hisintegrity or completenessthan one perver se (Hebrew vq[
"twisting") in his pathsthough heiswealthy.

Conpani ons of scripture 7

Who watches (Hebrew rxn"aswith atorch” keeping the city or defending the vineyard) the Torah isa
son of under standing but a companion of prodigals or voluptuous profligates shames hisfather.
The difference between sons is marked: sometimesit is simply personality; sometimes it is acceptance of
faith or itsreection; sometimesit is character. An interesting case is the story of the prodigal and his
brother in Luke 15. Our company should be with scripture and digesting its truth whoever else we eat
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with. | have often walked in from my "commentary box" and found my wife and her companion quite
animated-her companion -the scriptures!

Fiscal policy right out of the bible 8

Hewho increases hiswealth by high interest (Hebrew Jwn ) and by gradually raising it (Hebrew
tybrt) gathersit together for him who will be graciousto the feeble and weak. | have lived to see
something one could hardly have dreamed of. The banks which made huge profits from high rates have
been compelled by the need of the nation and the world to lower these rates on Friday 7th November
2008 in the United Kingdom. Now those who stand in need will gain help as this procedure takes hold
here and it would seemin the Euro area. Thisis perceived fiscal wisdomin a time of credit crisis.

Two way conmuni cation broken 9

Onewhoin afinal act removes hisear from listening to the law -even hisprayer will be an
abomination. To remove the ear isto cease to worship and so to try to talk to the LORD after cutting
off what He needs to say to one is great folly and resultsin prayer unanswered

Live straight-live perfect 10

Hewho causes therighteousto wander in an evil way will fall into hisdeadly snare or sepulchre
but the perfect will inherit goodness Here is a striking difference between the vulnerable " straight
living ones' and the ""complete in mind and heart”. Abramis such a person. He is commanded by the
LORD in Genesis"Walk before me and be thou perfect” (Genesis 17.1) In NT terms such persons are
"crucified with Christ" whereasin OT terms they are "consumed" or like whole burnt offerings (Hebrew
mmt)

Ri ch man poor man 11

Therich man iswisein hisown eyes but the poor man of under standing will dig out all about him.
Theodosius has "the poor follows his every footprint" -the LXX "the poor knows him intimately”. | recall
times during my schooldays when | was able to help my father who served some rich and gracious
gentry at that timein Ireland. | was but a poor boy but | got to know the quantity of liquor that the
household consumed. | became awar e of the problems habits and joys of that household. | was aware
that the lady of the house was a minister's daughter and very kind to me too-but when it pleased the
LORD to save my soul | understood that a better wisdom was haemorrhaging from the family my father
served. It subsequently gave me much joy that a grandson of this same home contacted me for help on a
legal nicety and | discovered that he was serving Jesus like myself.

Days of Disguise 12

In the exulting of the righteous (over the wicked) thereis great war mth and beauty and at therise
of terrorists men disguise themselves (Hebrew vpj) One of the historic campaigns of terror was that
mounted by Graham of Claverhouse and the Redcoats in Scotland during the killing times. The
Covenanters lurked in valleys and their stalwart preacher Alexander Peden became famous for his
disguise. He wore a fal se face throughout those days.

Conf ess by singing 13

Hewho covershistransgressionswill not succeed or flourish (Hebrew j/Ix meaning "finish well™)
whoever confesses them openly (Hebrew Ady meaning to sing or confess) and for sakes them will
recelve mercy It ismost notable that David in the 51st psalm not only openly confessed his sin but also
set his confession to rhythm and rime and allowed the world to know he had failed. That act has helped
millions of believers ever since. The Confessions of & Augustine in a lesser way not only gave closure
and provided a thaumaturgical effect-they have helped other pilgrims.

Hard hearts susceptible to evil 14

Happy isthe man who isalwaystimid or cautiousfor himself or reverent before Jehovah but he
who allows his heart to become stubbor n(Hebrew Avg) will fall into evil The cautious person has a
basis for happiness; he will not easily be duped into danger or a trap. The person who hardens his
heart opens his life to great dangers.
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Leaders born in the jungle 15
Likearoaringlion and a hungry running bear isaterrorist leader over a poor people. When
terror sitsin the saddle of power lives are cut short and many good per sons disappear without a reason

Long life and | eadership 16

A leader who goes before a people without under standing is a great oppressor (Hebrew gv/[
meaning "one who takes things away by force) but he who hates " tearing thingsto pieces' or
"unjust gain" will lengthen daysor prolong thelives of subjects. When life expectation increases
and men live to see good days it entails not only the providence of God or genetics but also good
leader ship of the nation

Do not support viol ence 17

A violent man through the blood of alifewill fleeinto a pit. Hewill not hold up hishandsin it.
(Hebrew Jmt ) The significance is that unlike Moses in Exodus17.12 he will not ask for support and
certainly not get it. Scripture says heis not to be the subject of prayer. He is under judgement. Those
who adhere to God's word are not to bring such person succour

Sal vation and the wal k of faith 18

Whoever walks perfectly (cf the context in Genesisl7.1) will be saved but hewho istwisted and
fickle or deceptivein hiswayswill fall in a single event. Salvation which involves deliverance welfare
support and victory is as perfect as the walk of man and far greater. It hasin view temporal and eternal
help.

Wrrk and eat 19
Hewho workshisfertile land will be sufficed with bread. He who follows vanity (Hebrew gyr)
pouring out of himself will have hisfill of poverty.

Avoi d the Quick Buck 20
A man of faithfulnesswill be bigin blessings received but he who pressesor isurgent to be
wealthy will not go free of punishment or obligation or heisnot finished there.

Shun prejudice; don't turn traitor for a norsel 21
Todiscriminatein favour of facesisnot good because for a morsel of bread awarrior will break a
covenant

The terror of quick riches 22

A man with an evil eye hastens anxiously (Hebrew Ihb "to flee in trepidation”) after richesand is
not awar e that poverty will come upon him. This"rush of terror” to find riches can mean robbery or
some scheme laden with risk or breaching law. Such schemes are contrived by forgers and bank
robbers who must carry out their plansinterror of their lives.

Rebuke not flattery 23

Hewho rebukes chastens or convictsa man will find favour later from him that is smooth and
flatterswith thetongue The flatterer will at a later stage acknowledge that directness was the right
approach not approval of failure or such consolation as says "Don't worry about it"

A Man of Corruption (Genesis 6.12) 24
Hewho claimsfor himself from Father or Mother or despoilsthem and says, " It isnot a breach of
covenant” iscompanion to a man of destruction.

Prosperity prom sed 25

Hewho isbig or boastful of heart will stir up or excite strife but hewho trustsin the LORD will
be prospered over and over again. (Hebrew Pual of /va)
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The path of wisdomis snoboth 26
Hewho trustsin hisown heart isa big fool but whoever walksin spiritual wisdom will be
preserved in life or have a smooth way or escape danger.

Benevol ence 27

Hewho givesto the poor will not want; but he who covers his eyes will have many curses or
detestations To give isto find God's loving support. To withhold is to ultimately incur blame from the
mouths that were unfed. Deut 15.7 "You shall open your hand to your poor brother"

Ri ghteous rule revives after terror 28

At theupsurge of theterrorist men (Hebrew maa "men who represent government™) will hide but
when they perish therighteouswill increase. Just as grass and trees grow more lusciously after a
forest fire so integrity abounds with the fall of terror.

PROVERBS 29

Goi ng heedl ess of warning brings sorrow 1

A man of "reprovals’ (several) who stiffens his neck will suddenly (Hebrew [tp "the opening of the
eyes') be broken and therewill be no healing It does not pay to run in the face of divine chastisement.
That way is ruin without remedy.

Ri ghteous rule brings joy 2
When therighteous arein majority or power (Hebrew tibr) the people will rejoice and on account
of theruleof theterrorist or fraudulent the people will be afflicted.

Spiritual wi sdomyields joy 3

The man who loves spiritual wisdom will bring hisfather joy; but a companion of harlotswill
destroy wealth. Thiswasthe elder brother's criticism of the prodigal son for which thereis
circumstantial evidence-he accused his brother of bringing sorrow to his father. The repentance and
home coming of the prodigal also brought joy because God gave the prodigal "wisdom'".

The "M nistry" of Justice 4
A king by justice will act so hisland enduresor for itsdestiny or in ministry to theland but he
who receives bribes pullsit down (Hebrew srh)

No victory by flattery 5

A heroic or prevailing man (Hebrew rbg) who performsflattery upon his neighbour spreads a net
where his stepsfall Flattery induces pride and pride comes before a fall. Flattery also promotes
conduct which might have been better challenged. Thereis no heroismor strength of character in
taking on the character of a flatterer.

Joy and Song under the covenant 6
By breaking the covenant an evil man is snared but the righteous will sing and be radiant with joy

The righteous show enpathy 7

The righteous knows the contention of the weak but the wicked does not under stand by per sonal
experience This proverb is borne out by the sizeable contributions of righteous and Christian persons
and nations to need worldwide and also by the long history of philanthropy

W se action underm nes gradual ruin 8
Fleshly men of scoffing satire or enigmatic statementslay snaresfor a city but wise per sonswill
act to turn away anger. Those who decry faith and speak critical can erode the welfare of a city or
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state but concerted action of the wise can avert danger. We have a similar saying "All that isrequired
for evil to succeed isfor good men to do nothing"

The fool disturbs the wise 9
If a wise man defends his own cause against a man who isa fool (Hebrew "rolling in fat or riches or
eminence) whether heragesor laughsthereisno rest.

Prayer out manoeuvres hatred 10
Men of bloods (or murderous intent) hate the perfect and just men will seek the face of God for his
soul or simply strivefor his soul

The stroke of a strong swimrer |eads to a happy afternmath 11

A bigfool bringsout all histhinking or the dispositions of his spirit but the wise man will soothe
his spirit with praise afterwards or " surmount the waves (of anger) afterward" A fool give vent to
anger and overreacts. A wise man will stay calm and swim through turbulence as a swimmer stroking
steadily when encountering rough water and simply keep calm-so that "afterward" he is happy not
depressed or moody like the fool whose anger leaves a trail of problems and harrowing emotions

Loss of confidence 12

If aruler takes stepsto lend hisear or commitsto listen to act-words of covenant breaking
(Hebrew rqv), all hisministers (Hebrew trv) become perfidious

The LORD gave eyes to good and bad 13

The poor and the injurious man who often oppressed (Hebrew Jkt ) meet each other (Hebrew vyp);
The LORD isthe cause of light of the eyes of both. The tragic scene where the oppressor meets his
poor victimis one where the former sees the results of his conduct and the latter sets eyes on him who
doesinjury to his health and estate. The light given to both can enable persistence and repentance and
even care for one another.

Justice established governnent 14
The kingwho judgesthe feeble poor (literally those "pushed around) with truth -histhrone will be
established for the duration (of hislife) The record of justice is best read in the treatment of the poor

No | atch key stuff will work 15
Therod and sturdy chastisement give spiritual wisdom but a youth sent on his own way (Hebrew
JIvmeaning "sent out") is a shame of his mother

G owmh of terror curtailed 16

In theincrease of thewicked or turbulent covenant breaking grows but the righteous will see
their fall. Thisisa promise which is prophetic. Solomon and indeed we our selves must believe in the
triumph of the LORD

Lei sure awaits good parents 17

Gently correct your son and hewill set out to giveyou rest and hewill give you delicaterelaxing
pleasures (Hebrew nd[') for your lifeor soul. Thisisa proverb that as parents my wife and | can testify
istrueto theletter. Our sons have given us both delicate pleasures and relaxation. They enabled a
journey to Canada and in their homes have shown us hospitality; played the loveliest music and chosen
beautiful videos to soothe us with nostalgia. Best of all they preach and teach Christ. We did under God
seek to guide their lives by right correction but it was divine grace in salvation that made them the men
they are today. To the LORD be the glory.

How to counter | oose living-God' s word 18

By the absence of divinevision or oracle (Hebrew mxj -also of "prophecy” and "covenant™) the
peoplewill belet loose or " naked" but heisblessed or happy who watches the law (keeping its 10
statutes as a shepherd watches sheep) This famous proverb is actually addressed to "loose living" and
its counter part-living by the word of God and His commandments.
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In one ear out the other 19

A servant will not be corrected or disciplined by technical words or words (alone) for he will
understand but not answer or respond Thisiswhat we call "in one ear out the other” bidding and it
is not effective to change conduct. There need to be other restraints besides. Today the threat of
dismissal if standards do not improve or even loss of pay are used where absenteeism or other breaches
occur

Hasty speech is disastrous 20

Can you envision aman hasty in hiswords; thereis more hopefor a big fool than for him. Such a
fool may give up his extravagant notions and be freed of his bonds to sin and may well twist himself
around the LORD in prayer and that engenders hope-but a man of hasty speech is hard to rescue

Ki ndness brings people close 21
Hewho treats his servant delicately (Hebrew gip "to delight in" ) will have him as his young master
or " posterity" (Hebrew mn) afterwards.

The tw n dangers of anger 22

A man of anger stirsup contention and a husband of hot wrath stirs great covenant breaking. The
first man | shall describe as a soldier type who is always warring and the second as a marriage partner
who breaks his relationship with hiswife or even with every wife he takes. Contention and divorce are
frequently the result of anger in grown men.

The value of humlity over pride 23

Pride or haughtiness or arrogance of man will bring him low but lowliness of spirit will support
him as Aaron and Hur supported M oses who admitted his weakness and obviously called for help
(Hebrew Jmt cf Exodus 17.12)

Eternity-do not prejudice your destiny with Christ! 24

Whoever shareswith athief hates his soul, he hearsthe" curse" or " covenant confirmed by oath"
or " binding oath" (in judgement) but reveals nothing. A man who has cast in his whole future or
inheritance with the thief will under oath prove like a stone-he will confess to nothing. Such a man
hearing the 8th command of the covenant will not be convicted enough to confess; such a man knowing
the curse of breaking the law will not come clean. He has sealed his doom and cast in hislot for the
whole future. The lesson is, "do not prejudice your eternal future by any relationship.”

Faith secures against fear 25

Fear or terror or concern of man givesa snare but hethat trustsin the LORD will beraised or
elevated or secure. | heard Morris Cerullo say this very evening (Sunday 9 Nov 2008) that in speaking
to Mary the Angel dealt with concern or fear. It was so with the disciples when the LORD met with them
on the sea. There are hundreds of "fear not's" in the bible. This proverb needs to ring out in sermons
and in our prayers. It istimelessly true.

Justification is of God-salvation belongs to the LORD 26

Many seek theface of the ruler but the justification of man comes from the LORD (Hebrew vja
fpvm means "justification of man” that is, his being declared free from guilt or charge. No ruler can
render that assurance) Thisagain is a classic statement and must be rated as one of the noblest of the
proverbs if among the least well-known-probably because it is poorly rendered into English.

Li ght has no fellowship with darkness 27

A man who turnsaway (Hebrew Ii[ -a Hebrew word | remember from one of my first ever lessonsin
that wonderful language-1 remember | was sitting within the Wesleyan seminary in Belfast and our
lecturer said, "Thisisthe most terrible word in the Hebrew language” It isthe word "Iniquity” and then
he uttered it in Hebrew.) or isdepraved or iniquitousisabhorrent to therighteous and a man who
isstraight in theway isabhorrent to the wicked or those who deal in terror Asitreadsin 2 Cor
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6.14 ,"What communion has light with darkness?" The beginnings of eternal separation are in the here

and now
PROVERBS 30

SECTI ON 7CHAPTER 30

Atriplet of nmen |l ed by Agur 1-5

Theword of Agur son of Jakeh -the"load" (the message) " carried" (Hebrew avmh) Thisman (or) warrior made his
declaration to Ithid for Ithiel and Ucal. The message in the form of a declaration -hence the NIV "prophecy” was made to
"Ithiel" with the intent that it be shared with "Ucal" also. 'Ithiel' means simply "God with" so this man was one who sought
and practised the presence of God. Both knew 'Ucal’ whose name means " swallowed" (by fire or sword or wrath). The
message has special bearing therefore on those who are seeking to walk with the LORD and for those who have come
through great trouble and serious incident or who are "angry with God". 'Agur' himself bore the name " collector” and
although he confesses his poor past record of spirituality and devotion in v.3 it would appear that isthe prelude to a change
which he advertisesin his"declaration”. In "collecting” the hand is opened and closed with the thumb tightening to firm up
the four fingers. | have taken his seven "Three or four things' as "fistfuls" of "collected" points which make up a valuable
series of teachings on the godly state. In each case the "fourth" lesson in the seriesis highly significant and helpsimpress
and illuminate the main topic or lesson. Between the larger topics of Agur we are given a number of hisimportant dictums
of teaching on vital subjects.

Agur confesses his past failures-his testinony 2

Surely | am " consumed” (aswith fire or anger) beyond any man. He feels he is " exterminated" -
consumed with personal anger Ezek 21.36, Isaiah 30.27 Psalm 79.5 or asin Psalm 90.4 by divine
wrath-both can be true. He (was) like Paul who says "I am the chief of sinners. In fact when Paul
speaks of "breathing out slaughter™ his "fierceness' is exactly paralleled with the "brutishness" of Agur.
| had not the mediated under standing of Adam. Adam had the blessing of the LORD walking with
him evening by evening in the garden giving him understanding. Agur did not walk with God. | did not
persist in learning spiritual wisdom and | was not experiencing first hand the view or knowledge
of God Himself and holy people separated to God. Hebrew myvdg

(1) The four theol ogi cal questions 4

Earth water wind and fire are the four primordial physical powers acknowledged by the ancients. Here
Agur asks questions about three of them. But he begins with a question which our LORD Jesus Christ
put to Nicodemus in John 3.13

(AWho has ascended up to heaven and will come down again? The perception isuncanny. It isas if
this old question is picked up by Jesus as being absolutely the first and vital query to put to Nicodemus.
It entails the power to transit from the realm of deity to the realm of humanity. It brings us back to the
beginning when God could and did descend to be with Adam and returned to heaven on a daily basis
(2)Who has gathered thewind or Spirit in hisfists? Hebrew np points to One so powerful that all the
storms that afflict the earth he can hold back and rein in like a wild horse-grasping the ethereal and
controlling the immense strength of natural elements with consummate ease. The text of Mark 4.39
supplies an immediate answer from the ministry of Christ. The deeper implication of "adding the Spirit"
to his possession and gift takes us to John 14.26 where this level of the query is answered by Jesus.
(3Who has bound together the watersin a heavy night time robe? In the darkness before dawn in
Galilee Jesus walked the waters and bade them "Be still". The force of this question is "Who can bundle
up the waters" for safety? cf 1Sam 25.29 The decree of God shows that this control lies with the LORD -
Genesis9.15

(49)Who has established all the ends of the earth? Who raised or restored to their height the extremes
of the earth? The question may well relate to the former as the renewal of the earth after the flood
relates to the withdrawal of the waters from off the surface of the earth. The earth ends at its poles and
the wonder of the polar ice caps may well have been known 3000 years ago-for the story of their
formation may have been folk memory at the time of Agur. The divided earth with its distant lands was
also known to ancients of scripture (Genesis 10.25) This fourth question unmasks a man who believesin
the deluge and under stands judgment and reveals a person deeply interested in "big questions and out
of this fourth and most important question relating to the LORD of history and his providences comes
the query:-

What isHisname and what is His Son's name...for you will know (or) isit so that you know?
Either trandation is accurate. Certainly revelation would make this clear in future time. But Agur is
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probing if Ithiel or Ucal have rumbled the Triune being and the concept of the " Son" which David also
in Psalm 2.12 plainly grasped.

Agur's dictumon the purity of scripture 5-6

Agur knew the commandments of Moses (30.9) and perhaps even the psalms of David (cf Psalm 12.6)
He was a student of the scriptures. He said Every word of God is pure (Hebrew prx of melted, refined
and tested metal-and in particular of "gold"). So God's words were "golden”. Heisa shield to those
who fleefor refugein Him. It is hard to avoid the view that Agur was familiar with the psalms of
David. His statement hereisvirtually a "take" from Psalm 2.12 and 5.12 and is of a piece with Psalm
11.1. Do not add to hiswordsin the form of legal and action commands (Hebrew rbd) lest He
chastensyou and you proveyourself a” liar™ or " deceiver" (Hebrew bzk meaning "a stream that
dries up and disappoints"). Several sects have taken in hand to re-write the bible and insert their own
commands. One example is the so called "new world translation” of the Jehovah Witness organisation.
The five man team was represented in court by Franz (the only recognised "scholar” who in answer to
the question, "Can you translate that into Hebrew -the fourth verse of the second chapter of Genesis?"
answered "No". He dropped out of the University of Cincinnati in his sophomore year. He had not been
studying Theology. He later admitted being unable to translate even "one" bible verse. (Nov 24
1954)We can include this bogus translation among those classifying as " deceptive.”

Agur's prayer for spiritual food -to enable himavoid false life-
styles 7-10

Two things| pray from You, do not withhold them from me before | die. Remove far from me,
noisy calamity or vanity or raging mischievous design and " false oracle" . Give me neither poverty
(Hebrew vir meaning "to bein want") nor " a build up of riches" or (to be "happy rich" Hebrew rv/[)
Break for methe (fresh) bread of my portion or pluck the (fresh) fruit of my food (Thisis co-
ordinate with the fourth petition of our LORD'S pattern prayer.)

(1) Lest | become satisfied or full and make a habit of disavowal deceit Hebrew Piel of vjk and say,
"whoisthe LORD?" or

(2) Lest | become dispossessed of goods and steal covertly or

(3) Lest | usethename of my God irreverently. Do not use the tongue boldly or slander a servant
to hismaster

(4) Lest he curseyou and you become guilty and get punished. Hebrew mva As he ages Agur desire
the LORD to provide for him and he seeks "quietness’ and also has |learned like James the careful use
of the tongue so that he does not occasion his relationship with others to be affected by mistreating
people of lower estate.

(2) Agur's declaration on The Four Personality Types 11-14

(1) The Melancholic. (Moody Melancholius)Thereisa generation or " contemporary" that
continually curses hisfather and does not continually bless his mother The Hebrew verbs 1/1g and
Jrb arein the Piel repetitive. Here is the richest personality and at the same time the weakest. Plagued
with mood swings, critical negative revengeful lacking in confidence. Analytic perfectionist gifted self-
disciplined and industrious " One sour at home and successful abroad""

(2) The Phlegmatic (Pussyfoot Phlegmaticus) Thereisa generation that is pure and bright in itsown
eyesyet has not washed itself from its own excrement. This type puts off till to-morrow what could be
done today and is marked by a lazy streak and can prove a bit stubborn. On the positive side thisis
calm cool diplomatic and efficient type practical and agreeable enough "One that sits and sulks a bit
but achieves a lot"

(3) The Sanguine (Sparky Sanguinius) Thereisa generation, " How aloft their eyes!” and their
eyelids elevate themselves. This type may lack discipline, be somewhat excitable, tend to exaggerate or
mani pulate and prove hot tempered. On the positive side enthusiastic compassionate stimulating and
ambitious features will be recognisable. "One who storms at those he cherishes"

(4) The Choleric(Rocky Cholericus) Thereisa generation whose teeth are swords and whose biting
or molar teeth are knivesfor murder to devour theearth's poor and the abysmally poor from
among mankind. Cold self sufficient domineering and sarcastic types with a cruel turn of phrase
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unsympathetic opinionated yet active energetic with strong leader ship gifts and goal orientated. cf
Amos 8.4 " One who gets what others lose"

(2) Agur's declaration on the value of a soul 15-16

Life can "leech away". Man is born to death as the sparks fly upward. In his unique way Agur teaches
the value of life by pointing to scenes where it is sadly wanting

The leech hastwo daughters” Give" " Give" These daughters have the same cry and deserve the
same name. They are insatiable blood suckers and destructive of life. There arethreethingsthat are
never satisfied and four that do not say, " Enough!"

(1) Sheol Hereisthe vacant chair and the weeping widow and her sad children. Death has entered.
Solomon in Proverbs 27.20 stresses this unquenchable thirst of Sheol. Agur gives fair warning that
death is 100% certain

(2) A shut womb or girl restrained from bearing Here is the "Hannah" figure -the dearest barren
Rachel-the woman feverishly calling on God to reverse her barrenness. The "closed womb" isindicative
of a prejudiced future. Who will inherit? What of old age? Let's pray to God!

(3) Land not satisfied with rainwater The third picture is of a mid-east drought-famine has taken
hold-the land languishes in the vein of Habakkuk, "" Although the fig tree shall not blossom neither shall
fruit be on the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail; and the fields yield no meat; the flock shall be cut
off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls...yet | will rgjoice in the LORD .What joy when
the rainbow sits again amid the clouds and the land receives the "former and latter rains!”

(4) And firethat (never) says" Easy" Fireswirlsthrough village after village when invaders strike
and fire starts surreptitiously and burns the crop and trees and homestead. Afterward all is still. Hope
liesin ashes.

Lifeis so precious. It isvital to live godly and pray for the salvation of souls.

It is fundamental that we grasp the threat to "life" is sin unto death, only the "New Birth" build the
church as natural birth builds the family , no provision of the word of God resultsin fruitlessness and
death; and passion and anger that ruin so many lives.

Agur's dictumon "honouring parents" 17

Theeyethat jestsor " speaks scurriloudly” (by silent gesture) concer ning father and despises
obedienceto mother -the ravens of the valley will dig it out and the sons of the eagle will devour it.
Agur iswarning that gross carelessness of parentswill ironically result in nemesis. Carrion birds will
deal with the earthly remains and the brood of vultures employing habits well and truly learned from
their respected parents will despatch the earthly body of the one who despises his parents.

(4) Agur's declaration on persistence -the path and the |oving

fai thful ness of CGod 18- 19

Therearethreethings which aretoo wonderful or miraculousfor me and four which | have not
grasped by personal experience Hebrew [ady

(1) Theway of the eagle in the heavens

(2) Theway of the snake upon the sharp rock or rocky edge.

(3) Theway of the ship in the heart of the sea and

(4) And the way of the young man winning a maiden. In explaining these "wonders' one hasto say
that Agur is quite clearly by his own confession no bird-handler or snake charmer and it does not
appear that heisa skilled sailor for that matter nor would it appear that he has been married if
"winning a bride" is something of a miracle in his eyes. Had he found the formidable task of investing
every effort in the woman of his dreams came to grief once and again in face of a more ardent suitor
and given up the chase? Second, one should be advised that the Hebrew word Jrd which isused in
each of these phrases carries vital significance. It means "to tread along" or to pound the path" from
which | think we can say that in each of these wonders there is some considerable persistence required.
The eagle hasto learn fromthat first fall from the nest to use of the air currents and preening of the all
important feathers that unique skill of mounting into the heavens like no other bird can. The snake must
persist inch by inch in moving on dry rock and climbing the steeps over sharp rocks. The ship that sails
by the stars must tack slowly along its path and the suitor must court his maiden with utmost devotion.
Thus what at first seems a miracle reduces to a labour of love and a skill that is devel oped by assiduous
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practise. It would be so easy for the eagle to give up-especially when it comes to that time when feathers
fall off and it hasto live through "bird-depression” as we might say. The story istold in Psalm 103.5.
The snake too could dlither around in the grass but it devel ops its muscles by exploits not by rest and
ease. The ship will convey no cargo nor get the prize of golden merchandise unlessit climbs through the
heaving waves of the sea. The youth who proves unfaithful to his dates will lose the hand of the maiden.
He too must sacrifice everything to win his fair lady. Each of these four putsin huge effort to achieve
their goal and where Christ and his church symbolised by the "fourth" picture are concerned the cross
no lessisthe standard for the saint asit was the demand the Saviour made upon Himself. Personal
experience is the touchstone in every case-and without this "all too wonderful™ experience of marriage
Agur will have to be content to dream. Without being prepared to sacrifice everything like the eagle
dropping out of the nest and falling on its devoted parent or the snake hazarding the precipice for its
hissing brood or the sailors amid tumultuous seas for desire of that abroad or the suitor hazarding all
for a bride there is no understanding of "the way". "The way" demands the faith which trusts the eagle
mother; the faith which for the snake isthetreein the crag and for the ship is the starry heaven and for
the beloved isthe love that placesitself on a cross-to show how firmly we are held in His affection..

Agur's dictumon denial of sin 20

Similar isthe manner of the woman of adulteries. Such a woman hardened to her life style pursues
her trade day and night. Hers is a steely persistence in moral evil. She eats and wipes her mouth
which being inter preted means she experiences oral sex and cleans up afterward as a routine. And says
"1 have attempted Hebrew /[p meaning "1 made no preparation” yet she set herself in the way or
prepared her house no deep moral and spiritual evil (Hebrew ma) yet adultery is visited with the
penalty of death becauseit isso grossin God's eyes.

Agur's declaration on matters that disturb the body politic 21-23
Under threethingstheland isprovoked to anger or irritated & disturbed Hebrew zr And under
four it has not the prevailing power to bear up.

()(When it) isunder a servant because hewill bereigning into the future No nation can continue
toresist irritation and anger when in place of a weak monarch one of his entourage effectively becomes
monarch. When the rule of a nation is subverted a corrective must be sought

(2)And (under) a fool when he will go on sating himself with food When the Fool looms large in the
land one must expect his downfall. The Hebrews associated the word "fool™ with godlessness and self-
regard. It may be that Agur was very familiar with the Nabal of 1 Samuel 25 and is making himan
object lesson to others lest they adopt a life style of excess.

(3And (living under) a hate producing woman when she has married herself to a husband The
Niphal of the Hebrew verb "to marry" means that she has by forwardness gained a husband but her
union with himand all her ways are marked by hate-filled living. Hatred then spreads like a canker and
polarises the community. Ultimately as in the case of Jezebel such a person must be brought to book
(49)And when the maidser vant dispossesses her mistress The process of displacement of a wife by a
concubineis mirrored in the Genesis 16 default of Sarah who proposed that her husband Abram
partner Hagar -her handmaid-for the purpose of bearing a son. Agur -who knew the psalms and the
Law of Moses, would have known this story well. In the event the love of Abram for Sarah was not
prejudiced or lessened although it was compromised. Besides it was not so much Hagar as Ishmael who
caused the family rift though Hagar may have featured in the background and so scripture says, " Cast
out the bondwoman and her son"

Agur's declaration on Spiritual begi nnings 24-28

This of all the eight lessons of Agur is perhaps the most stunningly interesting and also has brought him
to prominence with his biblical audiences over the ages. A children's’ evangelist from Southport by the
name of Arthur Greenwood Merseyside produced a fifteen page tract printed by the Eastern Printing
Press Liverpool on these verses 25-28 and entitled it "Clever stick, Helter Skelter, High Flyer and
Interloper. | have been so taken by Arthur's imaginative names for the little creatures that | amusing
themin the present section of this commentary on "Proverbs’ which may at some stage warrant
separate issue.
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Therearefour thingswhich arelittle things of the earth. The Hebrew 7fg suggests both "little" and
"cut off". In each case they live separated lives. So should the people of God. They are wise beyond
the wise. Their wisdom entersinto the "When" "Where?" "Why?" and "How?" of sustaining life

(D) Clever stick. The ants are a people not splendid & majestic or firmly protected or heroic. Our
writer is not interested that greenflies are their cows or any other aspects of their incredible industry
than their preparation to sustain their lives. Hebrew 7/ Y et they create and preparetheir food in the
summer we learn from them to seize the hour-they are tiny opportunists-every one of them. In matters
of the gospel they teach us "Now is the day of salvation. Today while you hear His voice- harden not
your hearts'.
(2) Helter -Skelter. The conies are not a people with strong bodies and they maketheir homesin
sharp rock fissures Hebrew [1s These little rock badgers whose habit | have watched with fascination
along the margins of Galilee at Horvat Minnim near Tabgha. They are so readily frightened and |
remember them scurrying off "helter skelter” into the crevices of old basalt ruins leaving just one brave
look-out to advice when it was safe to adventure out again. They teach usthe "Where" of safety. Like
themwe are not able to sustain our lives from the predators of sin and death unless we hide in the Rock
that is Christ. Augustus Toplady wrote that lovely hymn " Rock of Ages® on a playing card as he took
refuge in arock cleft during a stormin the West Country. Itslines direct us as to where we are forever
safe.
Rock of Ages cleft for me, Let me hide myself in thee

Let the water and the blood from Thy riven side which flowed

Be of sin the double cure; cleanse me fromits guilt and power.
(3)High-Flier. Thelocusts have no king but they all (he) going forth goesforth in divisions The text
isgrammatically perverse. There "they are" -the "he" that goes in bands. They display absolute unity
and each isa model of pin-point location. They are seen as many and yet the verb to "go forth" is put
twicein the singular asif they go as one. They are utterly united yet in divisions. They follow some
unseen order. The Hebrew literally reads "He going in bands goes in divisions or bands® It is like that
with Christians. The "Why?" of unity and the "Why?" of ordered witness and warfare and the "Why?" of
sustained Christian life and growth are to be found in the guidance of Christ through the Holy Spirit.
(4)Interloper. The (poisonous) lizard again and again lays hold or takes hold with itshands and it
isin the palaces of kings. Such as we who have sinned and proved deadly to our king should not be
admitted to his courts but precisely on account of the death of Christ which was and is the way in our
first relationship with Himand in all our dealings with him-like the lizard we must constantly cling to
what He has done and by faith we will arrive in the beautiful place where Christ is. An"Interloper” as
to feelings and our state but kings sons as to our standing by faith in Himwho died for us.

Agur's declaration on conquest and or victory 29-31
Therearethree things which maketheir way well from slow pace The idea is that they can
accelerate speedily and four things which go-on adding or pursue from doing well. They can
continue to increase and hold speed

(DA lion which is mighty among wild beasts and it will not turn from the face of any. Hereis both
the courage and the immense pace of the lion. It first stalks and then it increases momentum and goes
flat out in pursuit of prey. It conquers asit puts everything into it and is assured of victory. It does not
stall for lack of courage.

(2) A warhorseof loins (or) awrestler (or) a greyhound. The Hebrew ryryz (greyhound) is linked to
myntm (loins) and western commentators favour the warhorse and the wrestler is also suggested for his
leg and stomach muscles-but | will stay with the rabbinic scholars because the greyhound has the
acceleration that neither of the others has and its pursuit of the rabbit is sustained until it obtainsits
guarry. The greyhound has massively devel oped thigh muscles which give it acceleration and pace and
ensure it outrunsiits lesser prey.

(3) A Hegoat. The "He goat" isfierce as | have occasion to remember. Once in Co Tyrone one such
visited with usin the afternoon and was deter mined to take up residence on the lawn. | was equally
determined the animal was to find other distant pastures. Armed with a stick | set about teasing it away
but to the "tee hees" of my wife and the conster nation of our boys the animal reared up on its hind legs
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and challenged me head on. | made a cal culated withdrawal and was gratified when a farming friend
Irwin Craig arrived to save the day. He grappled the animal to the ground tied its legs and took it off
like the scapegoat to a place fromwhich it never again returned. | had no doubt that if I had run -and |
could have managed a good pace for some time- this lusty fellow who was used to the terrain would
have cornered me ere long and the battle would have been over. The He-goat is a natural conqueror

(4) A King with troops. The Hebrew translated "troops” is no such thing. The word is migla which
Jewish interpreters claimis formed from the words "Not" and "arise" and therefore means' None will
rise" against him may also be rendered "the strong or heroic onerising”. The Arabic word formto
which Gesenius traced the word means "the people”. So" the king with His peopl€e’ goes on majestic.
The king in this case who has the love and support and following of his people would go on well. |
return to my own under standing of the Hebrew mig Ia "Mighty God(or) Hero"" rises' and add to that "
with his people” and we have something vastly speedier and a booty greater than any lion or greyhound
ever gained. Hereisthe Risen returning LORD speeding from the throne of heaven with his people to
take his servants home. Thisisthe final majestic sight that Agur lays before us. For his part Agur may
have had such thoughts of David who was so beloved and whose psalms he quotes and who was both
fleet of foot and full of courage and lived victorious amid turbulence. The final example of this principle
must however be our LORD Jesus Christ in his glorious victory.

Agur's dictumon pride 32-33

If you have been a " fool" -a Nabal-in having lifted yourself up proudly in the past or if you have
meditated a plot or muttered dissention put your hand on your mouth. The enemies of David were
dealt with by Solomon asrecorded in 1 Kings 2. The context suggests Agur is a man deeply aware that
"the day of reckoning” had arrived for the King's enemies. The king in the midst of his people had not
only come to be crowned and honoured by his people-he had come to right wrongs and to do
judgement. It will be even so when our LORD Christ returns again. For asthe pressing or churning
or separating of cream produces butter and the pressing and wringing of the nose blood so the
pressing or squeezing or churning of anger produces strife contention or legal action. Agur'slast
word isto disabuse his hearers and readers of any notion of engaging the king's anger and risking
contention in the shape of the threat to on€'s life or the threat of legal condemnation. The final danger
which runsin parallel to this dictumisthe "day of judgement” where all who have provoked the LORD
by revolt and rebellion and failure to repent will appear on that great day. Agur advises the fool to turn
from his foolishness and scripture advises the sinner to turn from his unrighteous ways and seek the
LORD while he may be found "for God has appointed a day on which He will judge theworld in
righteousness by "this Man" (Jesus) whom he has ordained, whereof He has given assurance unto all
men in that He has raised Him from the dead.” (Acts 17.31)

Content review

Thus commencing with his" testimony" and confession of personal failure Agur moves to settle his
declaration on four great theological questions. He proceeds to declare the purity of scripture and
shows us the beginning of his prayer life as he seeks a daily portion from the LORD to sustain him.
His declaration takesits natural course through the basic personality types of the human race from
which he shows them all to be flawed. Nevertheless he does not lose sight of the value of a soul and
of thefirst base of training in godliness-the home-where a person learns to honour his parents. The
teacher goeson to state that " theway” is one of Love. He moves to show we just can't deny sin and
itstotal corruption for we seeit in the body politic again and again asin our own lives. So the means
and method of salvation are affirmed and the way of victory set out for our instruction aswe tread
the way of the pilgrim till the King comeswho isLORD and judge of all. A finer piece of work on the
spiritual life of similar compass and comprehensiveness would be hard to find in all literature. Well
might Solomon includeit as his work comes to a majestic finish.

PROVERBS 31

SECTI ON 8 PROVERBS 31
It hasto be noted that chapters30& 31:1-10are missing from the L XX
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Bat hsheba' s song 1

Thewords of aking dedicated to God. (Hebrew Ia iml') The" uplifting” which his mother taught
him (Hebrew Pid of rsy"to instruct and warn"[singing] over and over again.) Thereis no need to posit
a king by the name of LEMUEL or suggest a mother by the name of MASSA or Edom.

First, the point being made is that the king is "dedicated" by his mother and his God is"EL" the strong
oneof Isradl.

Second, the poetry is after the Hebrew alphabetical material. It would seem fitting that the wife of
David tried her hand to some song writing after the style of her husband creating what Toy calls " The
ABC of the perfect wife".

Third, the repetitive teaching method and the poetry virtually require song and the word MESSA in the
text is not vocalised MESA' but MASSA' giving the lieto "a proper name" interpretation (i.e. the name
of the king's mother) and warranting rather a participial noun "lifting up”(i.e. the song of Bathsheba
whom | understand to be the "mother” in question)

It is most appropriate that Solomon's mother should be remembered for her care and love in dedicating
himto God and for her kind and serious training of the heir apparent. It is like Solomon to say frankly,
"my mother made every early endeavour to set me on the right way". That she should consider advising
her son with deep earnestnessin the light of her own sad experience in the loss of Uriah and early
experience of David is absolutely under standable. The words that follow would be sung by and possibly
spoken or sung along with his mother so Solomon could retail themin detail in later life and hence they
appear as his capstone of the book-this is the explanation of the first lines of the chapter.

A good Queen's great questions 2

What of my son and what of the son (or what a son) of my womb? Every woman asks the question,
"What will become of my son. My own mother asked it in poetry, showing her affection for thelittle
child the LORD gave her. She wrote: " And when thou art to manhood grown and all your manly ways
are known then will | wistful try to trace the boy you once were in your face". The Queen was deeply
proud of her son and self effacing too. That deep within her the LORD formed a child was so
wonderful-one to replace that little one who died-such complex circumstances too-what of the princely
child?

Nei t her warrior nor playboy 3

Do not giveyour " hurling (of yourself)" or your " dancing "(a possible allusion to the harvest
festivities where women are chosen)or " palpitation™ for wives (plural) Solomon is being advised not
to "hurl himself at " or "palpitate” for many wives nor your ways of life to (women)destroying kings
or simply to destroying kings Bathsheba does not wish Solomon to become a warrior always given to
battling other kings neither a man enticed with many women to hisruin.

Much wi ne renders kings careless of right 4-5

It does not belong to kings, O dedicated one (to God) It isnot for kingsto drink or banquet on
wine nor isintoxication for princeslest they drink and forget the statutes and change the defence
of all the sons of affliction

The dedi cated nouth of Sol onon 6 -9

Give strong intoxicating drink (Hebrew rkv)to the one perishing in death (as an anodyne) and
wineto those who are bitter or sorrowful in soul (those who mourn or have undergonetrial) Let him
drink and forget hisneed and not remember histravail or wretchedness any more. The opening
of your mouth (should be) for the silent widows and for the sonswhose parents are passing away.
The opening of your mouth isjusticefor the righteous and for the defence of the afflicted and the
abysmally poor. Bathsheba gave Solomon 5 objectives-she deterred him from opening his mouth to
consume large quantities of wine and appeal ed that he should instead open it to protect and alleviate
the widow, the orphan, the righteous, the afflicted and the poor.

Eul ogy of the Virtuous woman 10-31
A
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ENDURANCE Who will find awoman of valour (Hebrew lyj -aword used for the " space
surrounding the temple" -its " fortification” also of " strength of integrity” and of " endurance")
her bridal priceisagreat distance or far beyond rubies.

[ B
CONFIDENCE The heart (judgement, design, will, reasoning, fears, sorrow, conscience & guilt) of
her husband confidesin her. And hewill not lack spoil or booty or hunted prey (to eat) or gain
What wealth she can bring to the union by her industry she will delight to supply

[ 3
CHERISHING She shows him good and not evil all the days of hislife. The Hebrew word Iy
means to "benefit in such a way as to cherish. The radical meaning is"warm" or "cherish™ The love she
affords lasts all of a lifetime and is used also of ripening fruit so that the relationship becomes more
lovely and mature.

D
ADPDPLICATION She kegps moving around or keeps seeking shear ed off fleece and flax (stalk)and
sets her handsto work with ardour or delight (Hebrew xpj ) Thiswoman is out visiting the farms
where she can purchase raw materials for garments. Then she sets to with joyful inclination to card
wool and spin linen and produce materials.

w
SHOPPING Sheislikethe merchant ships-bringing her food from afar. In those days the ships of
Tarshish were plying the Mediterranean and bringing foodstuffs from Spain and the West and vice-
versa. Solomon would one day have a navy that outdistanced and outsour ced these ships

y A
FADRLY RISED Sherisesin the house of the night and givesfresh plucked food (Hebrew prf) to
her household (the word here is Chaldee perhaps reflecting the fact that Bathsheba being Hittite was
familiar with that linguistic medium) and a portion (Hebrew gj ) for her maidservants The quality of
the woman is seen in this that she rose before her maids and set them their tasks and made sure they
were properly nourished.

M
ENTHREDPENEUR She considersor proposes afield of her own and takes possession of it. This
does not necessitate that she buys it. It may be a family field which she sets to work. What she getsisa
meadow or field ploughed and sown. From the fruit of her hands she plantsa vineyard. Fromthe
"gain" of working that field-possibly undertaking the harvesting of what is already planted she has
enough to purchase vines and plant a vineyard to multiply her profits.

Heth

PHYSICAL FITNESS Shegirdsher loinswith strength Thisrestraint enables the lady, who may
be continuing to bear children simultaneously, to lift heavy weights to her head and she continuesto
strengthen her forearms (Hebrew Piel of xma )She has been used to the spindle but now isworking in
thefield

T
DISCRETION Shetastes and sees (Hebrew mff) that her produce isgood Psalm 34.9 usesthis
phrase which is applied here to "wine-tasting” to the LORD. Sheis very discerning-not just of her
product but the danger of imbibing too-so she "tastes’-nothing more. Her lamp will not be
extinguished in the night. She works longer hours still than when she was engaged in spinning
weaving and needlework v15. It has to be remembered that women lived and slept in different quarters
from men in the Hebrew home.

Y
SKILLED She spreads her handsto the distaff and reachesto take hold of thewhirling spindle
Thereis a deftness and swift ambidextrous alacrity which we associate with pianoforte in thislady. She
has through long practice devel oped enviable skills

K

COMPASSION She opensthe hollow of her hand to the afflicted The valiant woman has a very
compassionate heart and shows care by benevolence and great generosity toward those going through
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sorrow or pain. She gives them what they need and she sends out her handsto the abysmally poor
She not only gives them what is needed but she opens her arms and heart and door s to these poor ones.

L
PROVIDENT &1 OCOKS AHEAD She will not fear what snow would be like for her household
for all those of her house are clothed in double and changes of gar ment.(Hebrew myv means that
they have "change of clothing" and they have layered clothes)

M
HOLINESS She makes coverlets or bedspreads and /or neck collarsfor herself. Her clothingis
finelinen and purple Thislady is suited to be the wife of a poor man or a king. Here she is discovered
producing items which were made to adorn the temple. The temple of her life is adorned with white
linen and purple robes. She makes her own accessories. Sheis deft with needle and embroidery. Sheis
coloured beautiful in religious colours for holinessis seen in her life asin the house of God.

N
HELPMEET Her husband will become known in the gates because he keepsthe day of rest with
the eldersof theland. The skill and industry of this lady are such that she will be chosen by a man of
calibre and spirituality. Even if her husband were not in his own right outstanding he would obtain
reputation from such a wife so that people would say, "He is the husband of that woman of valour”

S
WVISION She makes |oose wide under gar ments and shewill sell them and she provides beltsfor
the Canaanite mer chants or Phoenician traders. Some of her produce finds local market and she gets
into belts or broad girdles with pockets which are more exclusive and sought both by traders and the
rich. She has cornered two significant markets-that for underclothing and that for girdles which may
include ladies girdles and men's belts complete with pockets

Avin

REDPUTABLFE & PRAISEFUL Strength and reputation for splendour are connected to her
gar ments The work she turns out lasts and those who buy it get good wear out of it. Her clothes are
also well made and enjoy a reputation for taste and artistic loveliness. She will smile with approval
for thefutureor enjoy laughter or play music and dancein her latter day Thislady has no need to
fear the future for sheisfully provided for and her family. Her later days will bring her much joy from
the experiences of earlier hardship and devel oping links with the wider world. Her music will doubtless
like that of David and Jeremiah (1Chron 13.8, 15.29 and Jer 31.4) include thanksgiving to the LORD
for his providence during her life.

P
SPIRITUAL Sheopens her mouth in Spiritual wisdom and Torah of covenant loveison her
tongue. With all her work thislady has retained her spirituality and she is down to earth (Hebrew mkj)
and practical in her religion. Besides this she holds to the commandment as one who loves the word of
the LORD and His covenant with His people

Tsaddi

VIGILANT & PRAYEDRFKFUL She continuesto look out for the goings out and in of her family on
the watchtower (Hebrew hpx " watches' and " expects' asa concerned mother and " keeps watch
by prayer” Ezek3.17)) She not only observes her family but looks to God expecting help for her family
from that source and she does not eat the bread of theidle ones. She will not spend time with the
slothful for her sceneis one of purpose and commitment to family.

Q
HAPDY & APPRECIATED Her sonsrise up and continually blessher. Thisisthe customin
Jewish households when the family wor ships and remembers God's provision. Also as her sonsriseto
distinction they commend their excellent mother. Her husband also constantly sings her praise.

R
L ots of daughters have done valiantly -you your self " lead" them all or are" blossoming" or
"ascending” higher than them all. The words of the husband commend this lady as the best example
of virtue and valour ever. All past examples of character in the fairer sex fade before her. This might be
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the tribute David gives to Bathsheba and it is very sure that every man possessed of a delightful and
wise wife asintrepid and caring as this will count her unequalled.

Shin
SPIRITUAL WODRSHID AND CONTRITION Grace of lifeisdeceiving In the sense that you
cannot exactly read a person from what they give and from apparent generosity or more especially from
the favour others bestow on them by way of reputation and beauty is but a breathe-a vapour-or a
comment of the mouth -a wifereverent of the LORD-she will have been praised over and over
again. It isfear or awe of the Living LORD that is the basis of wisdom-in a life that departs fromsin
and evil.

Tau
Give her of thefruit of her handsand let the things she has made over and over again be her
praisein the gateswherethey are marketed Give her the worth of her work for in the gates it
receives unstinting praise constantly. The judges praise her there; the traders praise her there. She has
the praise of her family and eventually she receives the praise of her city and nation. The gates of
Jerusalemin this day were the gates of the first city of wisdom faith and prosperity in the whole world
so this final encomium could hardly be surpassed.

Epilogue

So the book of Spiritual Wisdom comes to a conclusion although its effect shall never end while the
world stands. Solomon cast truths in memorable mould much in the style of Shakespeare and seeded the
Hebrew language and subsequently the speech of Christian people with a currency of wisdom in sound
bites. Please refer to Chapter 25 for further background.

A ditty composed by the Author 11.11.2008
To accompany the Commentary on " Proverbs®
& declaring the intent of Solomon

Solomon Ben David wrote them
In the hope that all would quote them
When tilling fields and guarding walls
At City gates and market stalls
To send them rolling off the tongue
As sweet as any song that's sung

Bob Coffey
Aramaic Bible Companion
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